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Subject Choices
There are three key considerations when choosing a subject 
at Post-16.

1. You have not only enjoyed but have also been successful 
in this subject in the past, so you are confident you can 
achieve highly at Key Stage 5.

2. Your chosen career path requires you to have studied this 
subject.

3. You have not studied the subject before but you are 
interested in the opportunities the subject provides and 
are confident that you can take on a new challenge and 
achieve the entry requirements.

Further considerations are:

 f Ensure that your skills and knowledge base at GCSE 

will be transferable to A level or BTEC Extended 

Diploma.

 f Be conscious of the potential challenges which 

may arise while studying your chosen subject at an 

advanced level and your management of the academic 

rigour in your subject.

 f Ensure you have sought appropriate careers advice 

and researched your future options to ensure you will 

leave Norlington having studied the right courses with 

grades at the required level both at GCSE and Higher 

Level.

The most important thing that your teachers will be looking 
for as you make your choices is evidence of your successes at 
Key Stage 4 and your commitment to your chosen subjects 
at Key Stage 5.



Subject entry requirements

SUBJECT MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

A Level Biology Triple Science GCSE Grade 6 in all three sciences or Combined Science GCSE Grade 6,6 
Maths GCSE Grade 6

A Level Computer 
Science Computer Science GCSE Grade 6, Maths GCSE Grade 6

A Level Chemistry
Triple Science GCSE Grade 6 in all three sciences or Combined Science GCSE Grade 6,6 
Maths GCSE Grade 6

A Level Business Maths GCSE Grade 5, English GCSE Grade 5

A Level Design and 
Technology Product 

Design 
Design & Technology GCSE in any subject Grade 6 or Art GCSE Grade 6

A Level Economics Maths GCSE Grade 6, English GCSE Grade 6

A Level English 
Literature English Literature GCSE Grade 6 and English Language GCSE Grade 6

A Level Geography Geography GCSE Grade 6

A Level History History GCSE Grade 6

A Level Mathematics Maths GCSE Grade 6

A Level Further 
Mathematics Mathematics GCSE Grade 7 (Must be studied with A-level Mathematics and as a 4th option subject only)

A Level Physics
Triple Science GCSE Grade 6 in all three sciences or Combined Science GCSE Grade 6,6 
Maths GCSE Grade 6

BTEC National 
Extended Diploma in 

Computing
Maths GCSE Grade 5, English GCSE Grade 5 (This course is equivalent in size to three A Levels)

A Level Religion and 
Philosophy Religious Studies GCSE Grade 6

Note:   Where students do not meet the specific entry requirements, an interview will take place to assess the student's  
suitability for the course.

Retake GCSE English / Mathematics

SUBJECT ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

GCSE English / 
Mathematics

Students who have achieved a Grade 4 at GCSE in English or Mathematics can retake their GCSE 
qualification alongside appropriate courses
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A Level Biology (AQA)

Subject content

1. Biological molecules

2. Cells

3. Organisms exchange substances with their environment

4. Genetic information, variation and relationships between 
organisms

5. Energy transfers in and between organisms

6. Organisms respond to changes in their internal and 
external environments

7. Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems

8. The control of gene expression

Along with development of practical skills in biology

Assessment 2 x two-hour written exams, each worth 35% 
of total A Level

 1 x two-hour written exam worth 30% of 
total A Level

 There are also practical skill assessments 
throughout the course.

Pathways

The course can lead to the study of various Sciences at 
Degree level which include; Medicine, Physiology, Biological 
medicine, Biochemistry, Veterinary Medicine and many more.

Subject content

1. Computing principles

2. Algorithms and problem solving

3. Computer systems

4. Algorithms and programming

5. Programming project

Assessment 2 x 2.5 hour written exams, each worth 40% 
of total A Level

 1 x Programming project worth 20% of total 
A Level

Pathways

The course can lead to the study of Computer Science/
Computing at Degree level as well related subjects 
including; Software Engineering, Systems analysis, Games 
Development as well employment in the IT sector.

A Level Computer Science (OCR)
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A Level Chemistry (OCR)

Subject content

1. Development of practical skills in chemistry

2. Foundations in chemistry

3. Periodic table and energy

4. Core organic chemistry

5. Physical chemistry and transition elements

6. Organic chemistry and analysis

Assessment 2 x 135-minute written exams, each worth 
37% of total A Level

 1 x 90-minute written exam worth 26% of 
total A Level

 There are also practical skill assessments 
throughout the course.

Pathways

The course can lead to the study of various Sciences at Degree 
level which include; Pharmacology, Pharmacy, Architecture, 
Forensic science, Biochemistry and Medicine and many more.

Subject content

Theme 1 Marketing and people

 Students will develop an understanding 
of meeting customer needs, the market, 
marketing mix and strategy, managing 
people, entrepreneurs and leaders.

Theme 2 Managing business activities

 Students will develop an understanding of raising 
finance, financial planning, managing finance, 
resource management, external influences.

Theme 3 Business decisions and Strategy

 Students will develop an understanding of 
business objectives and strategy and growth, 
decision-making techniques, influences on 
business decisions, assessing competitiveness, 
managing change.

Theme 4 Global business

 Students will develop an understanding of 
globalisation, global markets and business, 
expansion, global marketing, global industries 
and companies, multinational corporations

Assessment 2 x two-hour written exams each worth 35% 
of A Level

 1 x two-hour written exam worth 30% of A Level

Pathways

Many students studying business will go on to study the subject 
or related subjects at university. Career in finance, banking, the 
financial sector and retail are popular. May also prepare you for 
higher level apprenticeships 

A Level Business (Edexcel)
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Subject content

Microeconomics  A study of the workings and failings in 
markets

Microeconomics  A study of the big whole economy 
topics like unemployment and inflation

Themes in Economics A study of how the UK and global 
economies work by looking at case 
studies

Assessment 3 x two-hour written exams, each 
worth 33.3% of total A Level

 Exams consist of multiple-choice 
questions, data response questions, 
essays and case study questions.

Pathways

Many students studying economics will go on to study the 
subject or related subjects at university. Career in finance, 
banking, the financial sector and retail are popular.

A Level Economics (AQA)
A Level Design and Technology 

Product Design (AQA)

Subject content

1. Technical principles 

2. Designing and making principles

3. Practical application of technical principles, designing 
and making principles 

Course content 1 and 2 are assessed through written exams 
while course content 3, the non-exam assessment element 
consists of a written or digital design portfolio and photographic 
evidence of final prototype. 

Assessment  1 x 2.5 hour written exam worth 30% of total A 
Level

 1 x 1.5 hour written exam worth 20% of total A 
Level

 1 x Substantial design and make project worth 
50% of total A Level

Pathways

Product design could take you into a number of exciting 
career paths. Of course there’s product or automotive 
design. But what about computer generated cartoons? Or 
maybe CAD for industry appeals to you more? This course 
could take you into architecture, teaching, manufacturing, 
advertising or engineering. Product Design goes well with 
other subjects. If you want a career in design you might 
also consider Art & Design, Business Studies, Computing or 
Electronics as companion A Levels
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Subject content

Aspects of tragedy

 f Drama: Death of a Salesman

 f Shakespeare: Othello

 f Poetry: Keats

Social and Political Protest Writing

 f Novel: The Handmaid’s Tale

 f Post-2000 novel: The Kite Runner

 f Poetry: Blake

Assessment 1 x 3-hour written exam worth 40% of total 
A Level

 1 x 2.5-hour written exam worth 40% of 
total A Level

 2x Non-Exam Assessment worth 20% of 
A-level

 Over the two years, students study a range 
of critical lenses and apply them to two texts; 
one selected and taught by the Department 
(Translations by Brian Friel), and one selected 
and studied independently by the student.

Pathways

Many students studying English will go on to study the 
subject or related subjects at university. Career in Law, 
management , banking, and education are popular

Subject content

In Physical Geography, students will study the following 
components:

 f Coastal systems and landscapes

 f Hazards

 f Water and the carbon cycles

In Human Geography students will study the following 
components:

 f Changing places

 f Global systems and global governance

 f Resource security

There is also a Geography Fieldwork Investigation.

Assessment 2 x 2.5-hour written exams, each worth 40% 
of total A Level

 1 x Geography fieldwork investigation worth 
20% of total A Level

Students complete an individual investigation which includes 
data collected during the geography fieldtrip in the summer 
of Year 12. The individual investigation must be based on 
a question or issue defined and developed by the student 
relating to any part of the specification content.

Pathways

The course can lead to the study of Geography at 
Undergraduate Degree level as well related subjects 
including; Economics and Sociology.

Geography is highly valued by universities as an A Level 
choice and is considered one of the top facilitating subjects. 
This is a subject most likely to be required or preferred for 
entry to degree courses and choosing facilitating subjects 
will keep more options open to you at university.

A Level English Literature (AQA) A Level Geography (AQA)

5



Subject content

Students study a Breadth Study with interpretations called 
in Search of The American Dream, USA 1917-1996. Also, a 
Depth Study on India, 1914-48, the road to independence.

The Themes Unit is on Industrialisation and British social 
change and the forging of a new society, 1759-1928.

The coursework element of the course is on aspects of The 
Cold War.

Assessment 2 x 135-minute written exams, each worth 
30% of total A Level

 1 x 90-minute written exam worth 20% of 
total A Level

 Coursework is worth 20% of total A Level

Pathways

History is a respected choice at A-Level fostering the development 
of skills that are applicable to a wide range of higher education 
courses and careers. 

These include law, Journalism and Media, The Civil Service and 
Public Policy, Research and Education, Accountancy, and Heritage 
and Curation careers.

A Level History (Edexcel)

Subject content

Pure mathematics: Proof, Algebra and functions, Coordinate 
geometry in the x-y plane, Sequences and series, 
Trigonometry, Exponentials and logarithms, Differentiation, 
Integration, Numerical methods, Vectors

Statistics: Statistical sampling, Data presentation and 
interpretation, Probability, Statistical distributions, Statistical 
hypothesis testing

Mechanics: Quantities and units in mechanics, Kinematics, 
Forces and Newton’s laws, Moments

Assessment Three two hour exams, each worth 33.3% of 
total A Level

 Paper 1: Pure mathematics

 Paper 2: Pure mathematics and statistics

 Papers 3: Pure mathematics and mechanics

Pathways

The course can lead to the study of a Maths-based degree, 
Science, Engineering, Accounting, Finance, Computing, 
Business Studies, Medicine, plus many more.

Mathematics A Level is highly regarded by employers and 
higher education institutes

A Level Mathematics (OCR)
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Subject content

1. Measurements and errors

2. Particles and radiation

3. Waves

4. Mechanics and materials

5. Electricity

6. Further mechanics and thermal physics

7. Fields and their consequences

8. Nuclear physics

9. Engineering physics

Assessment 3 x two-hour written exams, each worth 
33.3% of total A Level

 There are also practical skill assessments 
throughout the course.

Pathways

University courses or apprenticeships related to the further 
study of Physics, Engineering, Optometry, Medicine

A Level Physics (AQA)

Subject content

Pure mathematics: Proof, Complex numbers, Matrices, 
Further vectors, Further algebra, Series, Hyperbolic functions, 
Further calculus, Polar coordinates, Differential equations

Mechanics: Dimensional analysis, Work, energy and power, 
Impulse and momentum, Motion in a circle, Centre of mass, 
Further dynamics and kinematics

Assessment 4 x 90-minute exams, each worth 25% of 
total A Level

 Paper 1 and 2: Pure Core 1 and 2

 Paper 3 and 4: Mechanics 1 and 2

Pathways

Can lead to the study of a Mathematics rich degree, Finance, 
Economics, Sciences, Engineering and Computing. Some 
prestigious university courses require you to have a Further 
Mathematics qualification and others may adjust their grade 
requirements more favourably to students with Further 
Mathematics.

A Level Further Mathematics 
(Edexcel)
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Subject content

Students will complete a total of thirteen units, which will 
include the seven core units:

 f Students will complete a total of thirteen units, such as:

 f Principles of Computer Science

 f Software Design and Development Projects

 f IT Systems Security and Encryption

 f Business Applications of Social Media

 f Digital Graphics and Animation

 f Computer Games Development

 f Website Development

 f Mobile Apps Development

This qualification is equivalent in size to three A Levels. 
Students will also have work experience as part of this course 
during a regular work placement with an IT or Computing-
based company in the local area. Even though this is not a 
compulsory part of the BTEC, we believe this will enhance 
the knowledge and skills of our students and is one way we 
offer a unique learning journey to our Sixth Form students.

Assessment 9 units are 100% coursework which are 
internally assessed (58% of the total BTEC)

 4 units are 100% examination which are 

externally assessed (42% of the total BTEC) 

Pathways

Completion of the BTEC Extended Diploma meets the entry 
requirements for a course in computer-related study at 
most Universities or a Higher-Level Apprenticeship in the 
computing sector.

BTEC Extended Diploma in Computing

Subject content

Students will engage with Philosophy from the Ancient 
Greeks, including Plato and Aristotle, to more modern ideas 
put forward by Kant and Wittgenstein. They will learn about 
varying philosophical issues including Philosophical Thought, 
Existence of God and the Problem of Evil. 

The Ethics component covers the origins of Ethical Thought, 
Applied Ethics, Business Ethics and Globalisation. Students 
will explore the question what does it mean to be ethical 
and how can this be achieved. 

Developments in Islamic Thought will take an in-depth look 
at beliefs, values and teachings of the Islamic faith and how 
they have developed historically.

Assessment 3 x two-hour exams, each worth 33.3% of 
total A Level

 Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion. 

 Paper 2: Religion and Ethics. 

 Paper 3: Developments in religious thought.

Pathways

Religion and Philosophy is a prestigious A-Level that is highly 
regarded by Russell Group Universities for its breadth of 
learning and development of a wide variety of skills. 

Students of the Religion and Philosophy A-Level regularly 
go on excel in their university studies and go on to careers 
in Politics, Medicine, Journalism and Education. The holistic 
approach used in philosophy is considered a valuable 
attribute when applying for Law. 

A Level Religion and Philosophy 
(OCR)
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This qualification allows students to gain valuable UCAS 
points and complements their learning 

During the EPQ, students will learn to:

Manage - identify, design, plan, and complete a project, 
applying organisational skills and strategies to meet their 
stated objectives

Use resources/research - obtain and select information 
from a range of sources, analyse data, apply it relevantly, and 
demonstrate understanding of any appropriate connections 
and complexities of their topic

Develop and realise - use a range of skills, including using 
new technologies, to solve problems, to take decisions 
critically, creatively and flexibly, and to achieve their aims

Review - evaluate the outcome, including their learning and 
performance. 

EPQ (Extended Project Qualification)
Key Dates

Open Evening

 Thursday 22nd November 2018, 5-7 pm 

An opportunity for students and parents to meet the 6th 
Form Team and discuss courses with teachers

Application Closing Dates

Friday 22nd February 2019

Interviews

Monday 4th - Friday 22nd March 2019

Conditional offers will be made in writing following 
interviews

GCSE Results Day and Enrolment

Thursday 22nd August 2019

Staff will be available to discuss appropriate courses and 
options for both internal and external applicants on GCSE 

results day from 11:00am to 2:00pm
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Twitter @Norlingtonsch 

Website www.norlington.net 

Facebook NorlingtonSchoolForBoys

Phone 020 8539 3055 

Email norlington@norlington.net 

Address Norlington Road, Leyton 
London, E10 6JZ




