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It all adds up to glory 
for young maths team
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OUR bright students have been crowned East 
London’s finest after winning the UKMT 
Team Maths Challenge Regional Final. 

The four-strong Norlington team emerged 
victorious after beating 27 rival schools, 
including independent and grammar schools, 
in a series of maths puzzle rounds in March.

Year 8 and 9 pupils Adam Sukky, Rafsan 
Rahman, Yasin Khan and Muhammad 
Mukadam will pit their wits against the 
nation’s top maths brains in the national final 
at Royal Horticultural Halls, London, in June.

They will be among just six London 
schools to compete in the final out of 180 
entrants who took part in the challenge.

Last May, a Norlington team took first 
place for East London schools in the Jack 
Petchey Count on Us Secondary Maths 
Challenge. 

Adam Sukky, who was also part of that 

He added: “It was a lot of fun but a difficult 
competition.”

Norlington maths teacher Mr Zlatkovski 
said: “We are very fortunate at this school 
to have some of the very best mathematical 
minds I have encountered.

“In these types of competitions, 
intelligence is not enough to win. When you 
are up against teams from independent and 
grammar schools, when you have to be top 

out of 27 to qualify, you need more. At this 
school, we instil an ethic of hard work – 
nothing comes without that. 

“That is why these students were pushed 
to work really hard to prepare for this 
competition.

“It was a lot of hard work but it all seems 
to have paid off because now they will be 
competing against the best in the country. 
Bring on the finals.”

    We are very fortunate  
at this school to have  
some of the best  
mathematical minds  
I have encountered 

winning team, said: “When they announced 
we had won, I could hardly believe it. I kept 
thinking it would be another school because 
there was a lot of very good mathematicians 
there.

“Knowing that we came top out of 27 
schools across East London is a really 
amazing feeling. It is hard to put into words. 
The whole experience was really fun but also 
educational.”

Teammate Rafsan Rahman said: “Maths 
is by far my favourite subject so I was 
really interested in being part of this maths 
challenge. 

“It is by far the most prestigious in the UK 
so to go on and win the regional final was 
something I could not see happening. 

“We beat some of the best schools in 
London. Winning felt ecstatic, it was pure 
happiness.”

Yasin Khan said the most challenging 
round in the competition was the Shuttle. 

Silver lining: The Norlington quartet of young mathematicians who triumphed

‘ ‘
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Another memorable 
term for our students

Opportunity 
knocks for 
tech pupils

Stay in touch via social media

DespIte being only halfway through the 
academic year and very busy preparing 
our students for GCse and A Level 
examinations, the school family remains 
successful at delivering on our aims.

Our focus on leadership and creating 
future leaders starts at the very top of the 
school with our executive principal.

Mr Hernandez, along with Mr Isaac, 
has been supporting a school in 
Northamptonshire to develop teaching and 
learning practice.

Our computer science teacher, Mr 
skamiotis, is sharing his expertise by 
leading A Level and GCse support sessions 
with computer science teachers across 
schools in east London.

Our student leaders have been invited 
back to spain as ambassadors of Cricket 
england to coach and develop cricket in 
that country (you can read more about that 
in our next newsletter).

A commitment to academic excellence 

STUDENTS learned about careers in science, 
technology, engineering and maths at the Teen 
Tech conference.  

Our pupils heard from speakers working for 
some of the biggest tech organisations in the 
world, including Google and Samsung. 

They also got a chance to test some of the 
new products being showcased by the visiting 
companies. 

The Year 9 students then had to come up 
with their own tech ideas during the event held 
at the Emirates Stadium in January. 

Deputy Head of Science, Ms Begum, said: 
“As a school we teach students to have very 
high aspirations for their futures and careers. 

“Having the opportunity to meet and speak 
with top professionals working at these huge 
multinational companies serves to raise 
expectation.”

Year 9 student Zakariayya Jameal said: “I 
found this trip to be absolutely aspirational. I 
had thought a lot about a career in STEM but 
had not focused on one area yet. 

“After this trip I realised that I was going to 
put all my effort into being an engineer.

“I’d like to thank the school for taking me on 
the trip.”

PrinciPal  
Mr Persaud

remains at the heart 
of the school. As 
you will read in this 
newsletter, a team 
of  Year 8 and 9 
students have won 
the regional final of a 
UK maths challenge 
competition.

Meanwhile in the 
Brilliant Club, pupils are working on a thesis 
with a pHD student on the changing face of 
current American politics.

elsewhere, you will read about our sixth 
form students making it to the national 
final of the very prestigious business 
competition, the Big Idea Challenge.

We continue to offer students  
world-class Learning experiences, with 
pupils spending the day working with 

top multinational organisations including 
the Guardian newspaper, sky studios and 
KpMG.

We have also cemented our position as a 
school of choice for boys in the local area; 
the 2017/18 intake number was increased 
to 132 students and we are pleased 
to announce that this cohort of Year 7 
students is oversubscribed. 

the school now has a waiting list for any 
further applications. 

And then there are the many wonderful 
enrichment opportunities that have taken 
place this term, such as our annual sports 
Day, held at the world-famous Lea Valley 
sports Centre, as well as a skiing trip to 
torgon in switzerland.

As a school, we never stop trying to 
improve, working towards the goal of 
being a world-class school. 

this has been another fantastic term at 
Norlington – our promise to families is that 
the next will be even better.

FAMILIES are invited to visit our 
Facebook and Twitter pages to keep up  
to date with goings-on at the school.

This term we have brought you  
daily updates from our skiing trip  
to Switzerland and live tweeting  
and Facebook Live from our Sports  
Day.

We have also exclusively revealed our 
maths challenge win, pictures from our 
wonderful production of The Wind In The 
Willows and pictures from workshops 
with KPMG.

Each day we keep families connected 
to Norlington with daily updates, pictures 
and tweets featuring our school and sixth 
form students.

Above is an exclusive picture of 
students working on their GCSE Design 
Technology coursework.

Visit @NorlingtonSch on Twitter or 
search Norlington School for Boys on 
Facebook.

There is also a families’ Facebook page. 
Find it by searching Norlington School for 
Boys Parents page. 
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Ekrash hits the 
heights with 
record double
YEAR 10 student Ekrash Nasir was the star 
turn at our Sports Day after breaking two 
school records.

Ekrash’s leap of 1.98m in the high jump and 
time of 6.98 seconds in the 60m sprint was 
the best-ever performance in both events by a 
Norlington student.

He claimed a third victory in the 600m race 
with a time of 1 minute 43 seconds for a  
hat-trick of gold medals.

Ekrash, who runs for Waltham Forest 
borough team, said he was “over the moon” at 
breaking the records.

He said: “That was my aim today, I wanted 
to beat at least two school records. I am 
absolutely over the moon to have done it.

“The Sports Day at this school is a very big 
day in the calendar so to have done so well is 
an absolutely amazing feeling.”

The GCSE PE student said embracing the 
“spirit and ethos” of the school had helped him 
to succeed. 

He added: “There is a spirit and ethos at this 
school which pushes you to always try harder, 
to do better.

“When you think you have done your 
absolute best they are always encouraging you 
to go further. Without that, there is no way I 
would have had this success today.”

Leyton Orient defender Aron Pollock was 
joined by the club mascot Theo the Wyvern to 
present the medals and pose for pictures.

Theo later took part in a 60m race with 
students at the event held at the Lea Valley 
Indoor Sports Centre, Enfield, in February.

Other students who broke records on the day 
included Year 10 Sakithiyan Prenarsa, who 
triumphed in the shot put.

He said: “I am really happy to have broken 
the record. When you set a goal for yourself 
and then achieve it, that is a very good 

experience. Sport is very 
important at this school. We 
are told that we can take a lot 
of what we learn at sport into 
our academic studies.”

Our most successful 
sporting students were 

rewarded with free 
tickets to watch 

Leyton Orient. Associate Assistant Headteacher 
Mr Hobbs said: “The Olympic and Paralympic 
values such as respect, excellence, friendship, 
determination, equality and inspiration can all 
be seen at the Norlington Olympics. 

“These values mirror those of Norlington. 
The event, held at a world-class venue, is one 
of the highlights of the school calendar. 

“It is about the school coming together 
in a celebration of sport with the students 
representing their ‘house’ with pride.”

Sixth form student leaders helped to organise 
the day by recording results and assisting 
teachers.

To watch highlights of the day’s events, 
please visit our Facebook or Twitter page.

Records: 
Ekrash Nasir 
was in  
fine form

Big day: Leyton Orient’s Aron Pollock 
and club mascot Theo the Wyvern 
handed out prizes (below) and right, 
action in the long jump.
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STUDENTS spent a week on the slopes during a 
trip to a top ski resort in Switzerland. 

Pupils from every year group at the school 
visited the border town of Torgon during February. 

All who participated started the week as 
beginners but by the end of the trip, most had 
greatly improved their skiing. 

Evening entertainment at the resort included a 
roller disco, sports competition and climbing wall. 

Students also got the chance to practise their 
French at local restaurants and shops and also 
crossed the border to spend time in a nearby 
French town. 

Associate Assistant Headteacher Mr Hobbs   
said: “Students were a credit to the school in terms 
of the manner they conducted themselves and their 
behaviour. 

“It was very pleasing to see older pupils taking 
on leadership roles for younger students during 
the trip. 

“They displayed the many characteristics that 
we instil in our pupils at Norlington, such as 
determination, resilience and leadership.”

Year 9 pupil Jesutofunmi Adebanjo said: 
“Our year group naturally took on some of the 
principles we are taught at Norlington such as 
leadership. It was a completely new experience 
for me. I had never done anything like that before 
so I have to thank the school for giving me this 
opportunity.”

Pupils hit the slopes 
for fun in the snow

Sloping off: Some 
of the Norlington ski 
party in the snow

Time out: Some of the Norlington ski group take a break on the slopes
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Inventors hope to hit 
jackpot with app idea
OUR sixth form students’ idea for a 
neighbourhood app has won them a place in 
the final of a nationwide tech competition.  

The Neighbourhood social media tool for 
Waltham Forest residents has been entered 
into UK’s largest enterprise competition, The 
Big Idea Challenge.

Our brilliant inventors are among pupils 
from just 16 schools across the country to 
have made it to the final.

The competition, which is run by London 
Metropolitan University, will see finalists in 
with a chance of winning the People’s Choice 
Awards and £30,000 worth of investment.

As part of the challenge, students received 
mentoring advice and tips on how to pitch 
their idea from a Royal Bank of Scotland 
employee. 

Developer, Year 12 Zain Hussain, 
explained: “Our app is called Neighbourhood 
and it allows people to know what is 
happening in their local area. 

“Say, for example, if a tree has fallen down 
or if there is something suspicious happening 
in your neighbourhood, you could warn 
others. It also helps you to get to know the 

OUR clever Year 10 maths students 
took part in a prestigious capital-wide 
competition. 

Tayyab Mahmood, Tayyab Khaliq, 
Billal Khokhar and Abdul Rahman 
won the problem-solving round of the 
FSP Maths Fest. 

Despite competing with private and 
grammar school pupils, our students 
finished a highly respectable 11th. 

Maths teacher Mr Goldspink said: 
“Our students acquitted themselves 
extremely well in a very tough field of 
competitors. 

“They came away with a belief that 
they have the skills and capability to 
compete with the best students in the 
country.”

people who live near you. We also came up 
with a way of monetising the app with the 
idea of approaching local businesses.”

He added: “We learned some fantastic 
skills and got to test ourselves against other 
schools. 

“Most of what we learned is what you 
would call a transferable skill so it was very 
beneficial for our future careers.”

Our students are hoping to go one better 
than last year’s entrants, who finished in the 
top five.

Head of Design Technology, Mr Collins, 
said: “The pupils’ presentation and ideas were 
hugely impressive. There was a lot of positive 
remarks about their contribution. 

“This is a school that pushes its students 
to take risks and to step out of their comfort 
zone. 

“They are now on the cusp of winning a 
nationwide tech competition.

“From here they will get a proper 
investment and could see their idea become a 
real business. 

“We now hope they can take the next step 
and become winners.”

Maths test is 
no problem 

Neighbourly: The Norlington sixth form students’ competition idea for an app could prove to be useful in local areas
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Students hit deadlines  
as trainee journalists
FIRST, we had a look around and saw people 
at work: writing and editing. Then we were 
given the task of creating our own newspaper 
– well, at least the front page. 

We were given a template and some stories 
to choose from. We were set deadlines, like a 
real journalist writing for the paper, to make 
the experience authentic.

To catch the eye of the readers, just like 
a real newspaper, we had to come up with 
a catchy 
headline, 
(for example, 
Everton 
beating Manchester City becomes: ‘Toffees 
put Pep’s puppets in a sticky situation’). 

Our pages looked really professional 
because were allowed to use The Guardian’s 
page design software. We had a main story 
with pictures and a few smaller stories. 

Our names were included on the story and 
our pictures printed at the bottom. At the top, 
there were references to other stories on the 
page.

Overall, our trip to The Guardian 
Newspaper’s headquarters was both a fun 
and learning experience for everyone who 
attended.

PUPILS learned about broadcast 
journalism and turned newscasters during 
a trip to the Sky News studios. 

The Year 7 students worked with 
journalists from the broadcaster to 
produce a short news package that 
included presenting, interviewing and 
researching stories.

They also got to meet Sky Sports 

deadline day presenter Jim White during 
the trip to Sky HQ in West London in 
February. 

Mrs McDonagh said: “The students 
really impressed with their aptitude and 
journalism skills. 

“It was also a really interesting 
insight into the working world of a top 
broadcaster.”

Sky’s the 
limit for 
young 
stars

YeAR 8 Abdallah Zaki tells us about his 
trip to the Guardian Newspaper to learn 
about news and journalism:

Perfect pages: The Norlington students show off the front pages they created during their visit to The Guardian offices
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City staff help pupils 
learn outside the box
STUDENTS spent the day at a top 
multinational company for our Learning 
Outside The Box day. 

Year 10 students were mentored by staff 
from top City firm KPMG at a careers  
day held at the East London Business 
Alliance. 

They were given careers advice, 
learned presentation skills and took part 
in confidence-building workshops at the 
session held in Canary Wharf. 

Year 10 Benny Ayaka said: “This trip was 
really important for me because it helped 
with my confidence-building. 

“Going forward, I think this will certainly 
be a big help with job applications and 
interviews.”

Meanwhile, Year 8 students visited the 
Nissan Innovation Station via the Emirates 
Cable Car. 

They got the chance to take part in an 
interactive race car driving simulator with 
virtual cityscapes, a tunnel and roads, 
during the visit to the O2 in Greenwich. 

Mrs McDonagh, who accompanied 
pupils, said: “This was an excellent event 
which pupils really enjoyed.”

Our Year 7s also enjoyed experiments 
when they visited the Science Museum in 
central London. 

OUR drama department put on a 
spectacular performance of The Wind 
in the Willows. 

The two-show run in February, 
based on the novel by Kenneth 
Grahame, was met with a rousing 
reception from parents and staff. 

The story, written in 1908, focuses 
on four anthropomorphised animals in 
Edwardian England. 

Themes in the book are adventure, 
morality and camaraderie. 

Year 8 Awad Abdullah Ashraf, 
who played Badger in the play, 
said: “Drama is one of my favourite 
subjects so I really enjoyed acting in 
the play. 

“Badger is a very interesting 
character. I see him as a leader,  
which is something that I have picked 
up being as a pupil at this school.

“This play has made me think  
about whether I can be an actor  
in the future. It is certainly fun  
when you are doing it.”

Getting a taste for acting

Skill building: Pupils were given tips and advice about presentation by KPMG staff
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Helping build 
support across 
local schools
OUR Head of Computer Science Mr 
Skamiotis is a national CAS Master Teacher 
as well as Hub Leader for Waltham Forest.

He leads training and A Level and 
GCSE support sessions with 
computer science teachers 
across schools in East 
London.

Mr Skamiotis has 
featured in a number of 
prestigious computer 
science websites including 
the British Chartered 
Institute of IT, Go Certify 
and Ed Technology.

Here he explains how 
CAS and the Waltham Forest 
Computer Hub is benefiting local 
schools.

He said: “The ethos of the CAS Master 
Teacher programme is simple. Experienced, 
high-performing classroom teachers, with 
the full support of their Head Teacher, 
are enabled to support other teachers of 
computing in their local area. 

YEAR 9 students have been working 
with a Politics PHD student for their 
Brilliant Club assignment. 

They have been discussing the 
current political issues including 
the election of Donald Trump as 
President of the USA and Brexit. 

Student Adam Blake said: “I 
wasn’t really engaged with politics 
before taking this course but 
these tutorials have really got me 
interested. 

“It really helps being taught by a 
teacher with so much knowledge of 
the subject because it helps to bring 
it to life.”

The Brilliant Club gives bright 
pupils the chance to work on 
university-style projects. 

The aim is to increase university 
applications to top institutions. 

More Able Coordinator Ms 
McPortland said: “These projects 
and others that we run in Brilliant 
Club are a really positive step 
towards giving pupils the confidence 
to apply for top universities.”

Motivated: Our bright Year 9 students have been staying behind after school to 
work with mentors from a top university. The mentors, from the London School of 
Economics, have led a series of tutoring sessions with pupils.

Inquisitive minds: Year 7s were 
intrigued when they visited the Science 
Museum this term.

“This support may take the form of  
low-cost training sessions and other 
mentoring and coaching opportunities. 

“Such support forms an essential part 
of developing a community of 

professional practice, alongside the 
other activities initiated by local 

CAS Hubs and our university 
partners in the Network of 
Excellence.

“As well as the subject 
and pedagogical knowledge 
CAS Master Teachers help 
develop, a key part of the 

role is building a supportive 
relationship, based on mutual 

trust amongst colleagues.
“What characterizes all Master 

Teachers is a passion for the subject, 
enthusiasm, energy and active involvement in 
CAS activities. 

“Not everyone is a subject expert when 
they start but all are respected classroom 
practitioners. Master Teachers are, first and 
foremost, teachers.”

Close look 
at what’s 
happening 
in politics

Norlington teacher leads training sessions


