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ACADEMY CONSULTATION FACTSHEET 
Our young people deserve the very best education. The proposal to convert Norlington School into an academy is 
about creating new opportunities to further raise standards and to provide new ways to help our young people to 
enjoy learning and achieve their best. It will support the long term sustainability of Norlington School and allow the 
school to further realise its vision of being recognised as world class by allowing us to create formal working 
relationships with other schools. This will allow Norlington to support even more students to achieve.  
 
The Governors believe a change in status will provide the School with added freedom and benefits to further 
develop the standard of education currently offered at the School. 
 
You can view further detail on academies at the Department for Education website: 
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/leadership/typesofschools/academies 
 
What is an academy? 
Academies are publicly funded schools, independent from local authority control. This independence brings 
increased responsibilities and opportunity. 
 
When would the school change to become an academy? 
If the process goes forward, conversion is likely to be complete in September 2016. 
 
Why convert to academy status? 
The school will have more freedom and flexibility in terms of how it operates and how it is funded. 
 
Who would run the academy? 
The Headteacher would run the school; the Academy Trust would become the legally responsible governing body 
supported and advised by a local governing body.  
 
What are the aims of the new academy? 
‘The Exceptional Education Trust’ remains the same as the vision for Norlington school: to be recognised as a world 
class leader in education, ensuring every child is ready to take up the challenges and realise the opportunities of the 
21st Century. This mirrors the vision of Norlington School. 
This vision is realised through the delivery of five key aims articulated as commitments to the local community: 

1. To develop outstanding leaders across the school 
We are committed to developing outstanding leaders through the establishment of a centre of excellence, ensuring 
all students have the skills required to develop into young men and women who are ready to take up the challenges 
and realise the opportunities of the 21st century and impact positively on every aspect of society, whether locally, 
nationally or internationally. 

2. To guide our students to achieve exceptional academic performance across all subjects 
We are committed to developing every student’s skills and knowledge, ensuring exceptional academic performance 
for all and enabling students to access the most ambitious career paths and gain access to the best universities 
nationally and internationally. 

3. To provide an Outstanding Learning Experience for every student. 
Every day, every lesson, ‘Every Child, All the Time’. We are committed to providing each student with a high quality 
personalised learning experience through exceptional teaching and an outstanding curriculum. ‘Every Child, All the 
Time’ drives our belief that every child is able to achieve the extraordinary relative to their own personal abilities. 

4. To ensure every student has access to high quality Enrichment activities. 
We are committed to ensuring every student has access to exceptional enrichment experiences and activities 
including high quality coaching so they aspire to participate, compete and succeed at a local, national and 
international level. 

5. To be the School of Choice for the local community. 
We are committed to providing a school that; 

• meets the needs of every child 

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/leadership/typesofschools/academies


 

• develops citizens committed to British Values of democracy, tolerance, respect and the rule of law 
• is a safe, happy and caring learning environment where students want to be 

We believe the conversion to a Multi-Academy Trust will allow us to further deliver on our vision. 
 
Would the teaching and learning change? 
We would aim to continue to provide rich and varied learning experiences that allow students to develop their skills 
and abilities to their full potential. It would be a core part of the academy’s work to further help develop the learning 
climate for children to make outstanding progress. This builds on our success as a school. 
 
Would my child be able to go to the academy? 
If you are a parent or carer of a student at Norlington School then your child would continue as normal. The school is 
open to all members of the community and places are available for children of all abilities. 
 
What would happen to the staff? 
All staff currently working at Norlington School have the right to continue to work at the academy. 
 
What happens to my views? 
The views of the local community really matter so it is important you complete the questionnaire. We will pass on 
your views to the Secretary of State for Education, who will then decide if Norlington School should go ahead as an 
Academy. 
 
What happens now? 
Before we can open the Academy, it is necessary for the Secretary of State for Education to enter into what are 
known as “Academy Arrangements”. 
In this case, ‘Academy Arrangements’ refer to the Funding Agreement. This is the contract between the Secretary of 
State and the Academy Trust under which the Trust agrees to establish, maintain, and run the school and the 
Secretary of State agrees to provide funding for it. 
The Department for Education publishes “Model Funding Agreements”, on its website: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/academy-conversion-process#model-funding-agreements 

 
The Governors would like to know what you think 

A consultation questionnaire is available with this factsheet or you can download a copy from our website 
www.norlington.net 

You are welcome to attend the information events held at Norlington School and 6th Form: 

 Parent/carer event  – Wednesday 20 April 2015, 6-7:30pm 

 Community event  – Tuesday 26 April 2015, 6-7:30pm. This will be an informal, drop-in event, all are 
welcome. 

You can write to: John Hernandez, Head teacher, Norlington School and 6th Form, Norlington Road, Leyton London, 
E10 6JZ 

Or you can email questions to Academyconsultation@norlington.net  

If you would like to arrange a meeting, please also email or telephone 020 8539 3055 

If you would like this leaflet in another language or large print, please let us know. 

Please make sure you return your questionnaire by 5pm on Wednesday 25 May. 

Thank you for taking the time to make sure your views are part of the consultation. 
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