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Web entrepeneur’s tip:
Failure breeds success
STUDENTS have been inspired to take risks 
and not fear failure following a talk from 
Wikipedia founder Jimmy Wales.

The web entrepreneur waived his usual 
£50,000 fee to offer advice to students during 
a visit in March.

He told how his online encyclopaedia was 
inspired by a string of failed business ventures 
in the 1990s.

He also gave an insight into the history of 
Wikipedia during the visit for the Speakers for 
Schools programme.

He explained: “The normal case for an 
entrepreneur is failure. Jimmy Wales is good at 
failure.”

“It is important to learn how to fail because it 
is only when you feel comfortable with the idea 
that you might fail that you can take a risk and 
do something. 

“That is very hard for people to get their 
heads round.”

On the forerunner for Wikipedia, he added: 
“I spent about £250,000 on 12 articles. Then 
I tried a new website, that wouldn’t have any 
advertising. 

“In fact, there wouldn’t be any discernible 
business plan. And boom – it was a success. 
We’re the fifth most-visited website around the 
world.”

On learning lessons from failure, he added: 
“In Silicon Valley, if you start a business and 
it fails, that does not hurt your career prospects 

at all. It’s considered to be a plus, as long as 
you understand it and you learn from it. You 
are more interesting than if you just took a job 
because it was safe.”

Computer Science teacher Mr Farrance said: 
“The message that it is okay to fail is a very 
powerful one for our students. If you have an 
idea, like Mr Wales did, that you believe in, then 
you must persevere.

“To get the opportunity to learn from such 

a successful entrepreneur was a truly unique 
experience.”

Student Fayaaz Auzine said: “It is hard not to 
be impressed by the founder of Wikipedia. How 
many schools can say they have someone like 
that talking to students? Not many.

“What he said was truly inspiring. It is hard 
to fail but when you hear that it is part of the 
process of succeeding. it gives you so much 
confidence to try things.”

Inspiring: Wikipedia founder Jimmy Wales gave advice to Norlington students

A feast of figures for young mathematicians
THE school played host to schools from 
across London for the Year 10 Maths Feast 
competition.

We entered two teams into the 
tournament, run by the Further Maths 
Support Programme, featuring four 
maths puzzle rounds.

Our team of four beat tough opposition 
from 17 rival schools across London to be 
crowned champions at the event held at 
the school in March.

Taseen Muhammad, Adam Sukky, 
Rafsan Rahman and Zak Jamal came 
second in one round and third in another.

The second team were Hasheer Peroo 

Denis Elezi, Jesutofunmi Adebanjo and 
Hasnan Ali.

Last year, teams from Norlington School 
won the UKMT Team Maths Challenge 
Regional Final and the Jack Petchey Count 

on Us Maths challenge. Rafsan Rahman 
said:  “A lot of our success can be traced 
back to the relationship we have with our 
teachers at this school. 

“There is such a strong relationship and 
desire to improve.

“At this school, we want to win and 
get better. Every time we compete, we 
welcome the challenge.”

Maths teacher Mr Goldspink said: 
“These maths students have proven today 
they can compete against the best in the 
capital. 

“They deserve huge congratulations for 
their performance.”
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UN delegates inspire 
Zain to start charity
SIXTH Form student Zain Hussain has vowed 
to start his own charity to tackle homelessness 
after representing the UK at the prestigious 
United Nations Youth Assembly.

Zain was among delegates from around 
the world to travel to New York in February 
for conferences with leading executives from 
the world’s leading organisations including 
UNESCO, UNICEF and the World Bank.

Alongside delegates from 193 countries, 
he heard how these top corporations were 
supporting the 17 goals of the UN’s 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

They also heard from UN President Miroslav 
Lajcak and other UN representatives, who 
talked about the importance of youth in bringing 
positive global change.

Zain said his fellow delegates had inspired him 
to focus on worldwide sustainable development, 
including homelessness in London.

He said: “You met these young people who 
are the same age as you but have already  
started their own charities and had so 
much positive impact towards sustainable 
development.’

“They are so accomplished with such a 
diverse range of backgrounds. They have led 
campaigns for earthquake relief and already 
have their own start-ups.

“Before I went to the UN I thought starting 
a charity is something that I would do in the 
future but this trip has completely changed my 
mind. Being of a young age is an advantage – 
not a limitation.’

“They have inspired me and convinced me 
that there is no time like the present when it 
comes to trying to bring about a change in 
society. 

“They showed me that positive change is 
achieved through collaboration. I have also 
learned a lot about how these highly influential 

organisations operate. Homelessness is a big 
issue across London and I really want to do 
something that makes a positive difference to 
the people who are affected.”

Zain has already taken part in numerous 
competitions throughout his time at Norlington 
and was part of the school’s team which won 

London Metropolitan University’s Big Idea 
Challenge last summer.

He was among just five delegates selected 
from the UK for the UN Youth Assembly  
after impressing with knowledge of  
sustainable development in a series of 
interviews.

Inspired:  Norlington student Zain Hussain at the United Nations Youth Assembly

Students leaders hatch a live project
OUR student leaders 
worked with pupils 
from neighbouring 
school Noor Ul 
Islam Primary on 
the Hatch an Egg 
project.

Students were 
delighted when the 
first egg hatched 
midway through  
the four-session  
biology project 
held at the school 
throughout January 
and February.
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Kyle so close 
to world title
 YEAR 7 Kyle Finlayter-Lynch came within a 
whisker of lifting the World Futsal Cup after his 
team lost to Barcelona in the final.

The Norlington School student played 
for Ole Futsal Academy Under 12s during 
the competition held in Spain at the end of 
December.

The Academy were up against players from 
across the globe, including teams from the US, 
professional Brazilian club Santos and Spanish 
Futsal specialists Blanesport. 

There were also teams from Japan, Australia, 
Russia, Colombia and Croatia.

The eight-strong squad, breezed through the 
group stages, winning every game before taking 
on a US team in the semi-final.

A 3-1 victory set up the glamour final against 
footballing giants Barcelona in front of a 2,000 
capacity crowd at the Ciutat Esportiva Blanes 
Arena, near Barcelona.

Sadly the team, made up of the best futsal 
players from across the capital, lost 6-4 in the 
decider against the Spanish club.

Kyle, who also plays for Barnet FC, said: 
“It was a really thrilling experience. To play in 

front of a crowd of 2,000 people is really surreal 
but in a very good way.

“The competition was very strong. There was 
not a weak player in the whole competition as 
you would expect playing against Barcelona 
and the best players from America.

“To do so well in such a strong field was 
really great. Once you have had an experience 
like that you want to have it again.”

Kyle’s dad, John Lynch, said: “As a 
parent, the World Futsal Cup was an amazing 
opportunity to witness players from across the 
world compete at the highest level for their age 
group. 

“I am extremely proud of Kyle and Ole 
Futsal Academy for the way they conducted 
themselves throughout the tournament. 

“Witnessing Kyle perform and deliver, on the 
world stage, will stay with me for the rest of 
my life.”   

Norlington Assistant Principal Paul 
Hobbs said: “We are immensely proud of 
Kyle’s achievements in the Futsal World 
Championships. Kyle is a role model for all 
our students of what can be achieved with 

Yasin is determined to do better

Families’ 6th Form showcase

YEAR 8 students developed a passion 
for sewing in their textiles class project 
inspired by Mexican festival The Day of 
the Dead.

FAMILIES heard how more than one-third 
of Norlington 6th Form students leave for 
Russell Group Universities.

More than 50 families, who attended  
our Open Evening, heard from current 
students, our Head of 6th Form Mr 
Georgiades and Principal Mr Hernandez.

There were also stands showcasing the 
many A Level courses offered at Norlington, 
including our renowned computer science 
department. 

Speakers included current Year 13 Zain 
Hussain, who has represented the UK at a UN 
Summit and has interviewed for a place at US 
university Harvard.

Year 11 student Abdurrahman Chowdury 

said: “Norlington 6th Form is a serious 
consideration for me because of the 
personalised learning provided. 

“Students and teachers have a very good 
relationship in this school and that is a major 
factor in my decision.”

Tayyib Khaliq, Year 11, said: “Norlington 
is like a family. 

“If I went to another college I wouldn’t 
receive nearly the same level of care and 
attention. 

“The computer science department in  
this school is among the best in the  
country, and we have specialised teachers 
who are sharing their expertise with other 
teachers.”

YEAR 9 student Yasin Khan came 
within a whisker of making it  
into the final round of an 
international young computer 
coders’ competition.

Yasin (right) was among five 
Norlington pupils to make it to the 
TCS Oxford Computing Challenge 
held in March.

Our students were also among the  
top ten per cent of the highest 
achievers in the worldwide  
BEBRAS Computational Thinking 
Challenge.

Yasin was just two marks away 
from making it into the final 20 
students in his age group, from a 
field of 50,000.

Computer Science teacher Mr 
Farrance said: “Despite being  
hugely unlucky not to make it 
through to the final, Yasin was 
determined to return next year to do 
better.

“That is the kind of resilience 
and commitment to excellence that 
we expect of pupils at Norlington 
School.”

dedication, commitment and hard work.  
Kyle captains the school football team as well  
as the Waltham Forest district side and is  
making excellent progress in all his subjects in 
school.” 
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YEAR 10 student Ali Mohammadi smashed the 
school shot putt record by more than a metre at 
the Norlington Olympics.

Dunant team were the champions of the 
Norlington Olympics but Ali’s throw of 10.97 
metres was the best-ever performance by a 
Norlington student, beating the previous record 
by some distance.

The youngster, who beat the record despite 
having no formal training in the event, said he 
was “over the moon” after the event held at Lee 
Valley Sports Ground in February.

He added: “I just went out there and threw it 
as hard as I could. It sounds simple but that is 
what I did.

“To find out that I had beat the record was just 
amazing, I am over the moon. The Norlington 
Olympics is a very big deal at this school. Being 
a record holder is a big badge of honour.”

Fellow record breaker Habibullah Eckburally 
ran the 200m in 29.15 seconds, the fastest-ever 
by a Year 8.

He said: “When you run in this amazing 
stadium it gives you a massive lift. It makes you 
feel like you can do more, go faster.

“It is a privilege to go to a school where they 
make you feel like when you achieve, when you 
push yourself, then you will be rewarded.”

Record throw earns 
Ali badge of honour

NORLINGTON OLYMPICS  

Hot shot: Champion Ali Mohammadi

High flier: Hossam Ingram

Other students to break records included 
Hossam Ingram in the Year 8 high jump and 
Sheraf Uddin in the Year 9 shot putt.

Head of PE Mr Bygott said: ‘It has been 
another terrific event held at a world-class 
venue. 

“It is fantastic to see so many students 
participating. There have been some really tight 
competitions and a number of school records 
smashed.”

“Our thanks to Leyton Orient FC, Essex 
County Cricket Club and Partnership London 
SCITT (PLS), who have all supported the 
 event.” 
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PTA’s quiz efforts go 
towards new minibus
OUR recently formed PTA raised more than 
£400 towards a new school minibus by holding 
a quiz night.

Quiz master Ms McPortland posed a mix of 
questions to around 50 gathered parents and 
teachers during the event held in March.

There was fish and chips on offer, as well 
as prizes for the winners, including a Harrods 
hamper.

Treasurer Ben Morgan said: “Thanks to  
the PTA committee for all their efforts in 
ensuring it was a hilarious and enjoyable 
evening.

“Keep your eyes peeled for the next event. If 
you can’t make it, any suggestions or donations 
are always welcome.”

Thanks to Arthur Communications, Phlox 
Books, the Yard Arm, Leyton Orient FC, 
Essex County Cricket, Tesco Leyton, Bru 
Walthamstow, The Wood Oven Walthamstow, 
and WF Sport and Leisure for donating prizes.

Earlier in the term, members sold energy bars 
and bottles of water at the Norlington Olympics 
as part of the fundraising drive.

Alongside raising money for the school, 
the group also hopes to increase parental 
engagement and develop links with the 
community.

Committee member Rukhsana Nawaz said:  

Students thrilled by memorable ski trip
STUDENTS spent six days riding the Alps 
and learning about Swiss culture during our 
annual school ski trip.

Students from across our year groups took 
to the slopes during the trip to Torgon on the 
Swiss-French border in January.

In the evening they enjoyed sampling local 
cuisine as well as the après ski activities, such 
as the climbing wall and roller disco.

Year 9 Sean Mullner said: “I had 
never been skiing before but because the 
instructors were so good I picked it up pretty  

quickly. To be honest, I never thought I 
would enjoy skiing but now I have done it I 
can’t wait to go again. 

“I will certainly be signing up again next 
year.”

Fellow Year 9 Michael Glashin said: “The 
feeling you get when you are skiing is like 
nothing I have experienced before.

“The views that you get up on those 
mountains are amazing. That feeling you get 
as you ski will stay with me forever.”

Head of PE Mr Bygott said: “Beyond the 

wonderful opportunity afforded to students 
to ski in the Swiss Alps, they also learned a 
number of key life skills.

“Students had to self-manage, which  
meant they were tasked with getting 
themselves up in the mornings and ready to 
hit the slopes.

“These types of trips are crucial because 
they help to broaden the horizons of our 
pupils. Many of our students will leave  
this trip with a new-found love of skiing that 
they will have throughout their lives.”

“We really want to forge closer links with 
the community so that others can see what a 
fantastic school we have.

“We want to increase parental engagement 
because we believe that this is of benefit to us 
all: teachers, families and students.”

Hot shot: Champion Ali Mohammadi
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Students exploring the 
impact of British values

n ExERCISE – try to do a minimum of 20 
minutes a day. It could be – walking/cycling 
home, skipping, rollerblading, swimming (it 
is free for young people in Waltham Forest).
n SLEEP – it is recommended that young 
people up to 16 should have at least nine 
hours a night.
n ROUTINES – have a daily routine, 
particularly for exam days as well as weekly 
routines that include a revision timetable.
n ENvIRONMENT – try to create three 
zones, a work/revision zone which is 
uncluttered, a relaxation zone and a sleep 
zone.
n STRESS MANAGEMENT – manage exam 
pressure, take time out to think, even if it is 
only two minutes a day. Be positive about 
yourself, and if you are struggling, TALK. 
Talk to someone you feel comfortable with – 
seek help if you need it.
n DIET – Cut down on sugar to improve 
concentration, eat wholegrains to stay alert, 
eat oily fish with Omega 3 to boost your 
brain, find zinc rich foods like pumpkin 
seeds to improve your thinking and drink 
a minimum of 1.5 litres of water a day to 
improve concentration and reduce stress.

Look after 
your own  
wellbeing

Activators award for our 
young cricket leaders

NORLINGTON School celebrated British 
values by running workshops for students in 
each year group.

Pupils from Year 7 to Year 11 covered  
topics including democracy, the rule of  
law, individual liberty, mutual respect and 
tolerance.

The project is part of our 
spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development, which 
allows students to explore 
British values and how they 
contribute to their identity.

The activities allowed 
students to reflect how people 
should be treated but also 
appreciate the advantages of the 
local and wider context of British 
values.

Year 7 students learned about their family 
history, heritage and culture in a project to 
promote Tolerance.

Year 8 students ran a school election which 

focused on the importance of registering to 
vote while Year 9 students were tasked with 
devising their own laws.

Year 10s looked at how they would plan a 
protest to protect human rights and Year 11s 

reflected on shared spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural beliefs with 

their classmates.
Head of Year 11 Mr Khan 

said: “Students were very 
surprised just how much 
they shared in common 
with one another.

“Despite being from 
different cultural heritages 

or religious backgrounds they 
found that they enjoyed the 

same things, had similar hobbies 
and held very similar values.

“When you get students to sit 
together and write these things down  
and truly reflect on what makes us the same, 
it is remarkable the insight it can bring them.”

OUR Year 8 cricket leaders have completed their England and Wales Cricket Board 
Activators award. 

YEAR 12 Health Champion Ziyaad 
Patel gives his top tips for maintaining 
wellbeing during the exam period...
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Budding actors shine 
on a West End stage
OUR students trod the boards at one of the 
world’s most famous West End theatres for a 
performance commissioned by the National 
Theatre.

Budding actors from Norlington teamed up 
with neighbours Lammas to perform the play 
The Blue Electric Wind at the Soho Theatre in 
March.

The play, written by Brad Birch, tells the story 
of a group of misfit school children who have to 
save their town against a wave of forgetfulness.

The play was specifically written by the 
young playwright – who has written for the 
Royal Court – for school children to perform. 

Year 8 Marco Laughlin played the character 
Pog in the play. He said: “It was incredibly 
nerve-wracking yet 
hugely exciting.

“To think I was on 
the stage where some 
of the best known 
actors have performed 
was truly amazing.”

Fellow Year 8 
Saqib Bashir added: 
“Performing in this 
play at such a prestigious venue has really 
opened my eyes to the world of arts available 
for us at this school.  

“Yes, academics are important but we are 
also getting the opportunity to take part in other 
activities that will really bring out different 
qualities in us.”

As part of the project, a National Theatre 
director visited the school to watch a school 
performance and speak to the actors.

Head of Drama Mr Lealman Strutt said: 
“The boys were an absolutely credit to the  
school. They showed great maturity to 
understand that this was a fantastic opportunity 
for them.

“We are known as a school with very good 

Tough ride for young engineers

YEAR 7 students visited Francis Road to spend their accelerated reader book tokens at Phlox Books in February.

exam results but we are also a school that offers 
students wonderful extra circular opportunities.

“Drama offers so much more than just  
the acting, it helps students boost confidence, 
their social skills and capacity to work in a 
team.”

The performance was part of a project  
run by the National Theatre Connections 
Festival in partnership with Arts Council 
England.

YEAR 8 students turned engineers for the 
day when they researched, designed and 
built their own theme park ride.

Two teams from Norlington travelled 
to nearby Chobham Academy for the 
Institution of Engineering and Technology 
Faraday Challenge Day.

They were competing to find the 
best solution to an engineering-related 
challenge in association with Thorpe 

Park Resort. Design and technology 
teacher Ms Inglis said: “Given this was 
the first attempt for students at some of 
these tasks, they acquitted themselves 
excellently.

“This project really brought all the 
areas of STEM together. 

“Despite not winning they were  
very keen to go back next year and try 
again.”
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New council ready to 
make an impression
OUR newly elected Student Council have 
vowed to give a voice to the students at 
Norlington School.

The group will canvass opinion from 
their peers on how the school can support 
mental, social and physical wellbeing.

In total, 40 students were elected to the 
council, two reps per form group across the 
year groups.

Following the poll, the council chose 
Denis Elezi as their Chair and Tofunmi 
Adebanjo as Vice Chair.

Esa Pathan was appointed Secretary 
while Kyle Finlayter-Lynch will be 
Treasurer.

Denis said: We want to make the school 
a better place for students and teachers.

“As students, if we want to affect the 
way a school is run we have to be prepared 
to becoming involved in its decision-
making.”

Tofunmi added: “As the student council, 
we will be the bridge between students and 
teachers.

“The process of talking to our peers has 
begun and we look forward to meeting the 
senior leadership team at the school.” Ready to serve: The four students chosen as the Student Council’s office bearers

OUR Year 9s are planting 
vegetables in March for 
the Know your Onions 
project run by School 
Food Matters.

Borough champions’ World Cup trip

Getting to 
grips with 
their onions

OUR under 16 borough table tennis team 
champions learned from the professionals 
during a trip to watch the ITTF Team World Cup 

at London’s Copper Box Arena in February. 
The team won matches against five other local 
schools to take the title.


