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Workshops allow students to explore values 

STUDENTS learned a valuable lesson about 
Democracy after discovering if they are 
not registered in an election their vote isn’t 
counted.

Our Year 8 students ran a school poll to 
decide which type of cuisine would be on offer 
for lunch in the school canteen.

Our Year 7s got the chance to take charge 
by deciding if it would be Jamaican, Chinese 
Italian or English-inspired food on the menu.

But to have their vote included in the final 
tally, they first had to register to vote at the 
school’s Electoral Commission.

Saqib Bashir said: “Yes, we did play a bit of 
a trick on them but when it comes to important 
things later in their lives like voting in a 

General Election, they will know they have to 
register.

“For us it was also important because we got 
to see how democracy works by running our 
very own election.”

Head of Year 8 Mr Wilson said: “We were 
able to use this project to also explore the 
issues that surrounded the American election 
and what happens when people don’t register 
to vote and who are not able to vote.

 “Students came away from this project with 
a clear understanding of just how important a 
role in their lives democracy plays.”

As part of the British Values project, Year 8 
students also took part in faith forums where 
they learned about different religions.

NORLINGTON School celebrated British 
Values by running workshops for students 
in each year group.

Pupils from Years 7 to 11 covered 
topics including democracy, the rule of 

law, individual liberty, mutual respect and 
tolerance.

The project is part of our spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development, 
which allows students to explore British 

values and how it contributes to their 
identity. The activities allowed students to 
reflect how people should be treated but 
also appreciate the advantages of their 
local and wider context.  

Background from family trees 
a tool for promoting tolerance 
YEAR 7 students learned about their family 
history, heritage and culture in a project to 
promote Tolerance.

Students were asked to complete a family 
tree at home before coming back to class 
to give a presentation on what they had 
discovered.

Year 7 Yousaf Mahmood said: “It was a 
very interesting project because we learned 
a lot about ourselves but also about our 
classmates.

“When you know more about someone’s 
background you have more respect for  

their culture and for them as a person.” 
Fellow student Ibrahim Irfan added: “At 
Norlington we are taught a lot about what it 
means to be a gentleman. 

“This project helped us understand that 
being tolerant of other people is a big part of 
behaving in the right way.”

Head of Year 7 Ms Meiring said: “I have 
been hugely impressed with how much 
students have engaged with this project.

“The project has been an excellent way to 
promote tolerance but also respect among 
pupils.”
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A close look 
at the law

YEAR 11 students learnt they 
have more in common with 
their classmates than they 
think for a project promoting 
Tolerance and Respect. 

Students worked in pairs 
to compile a list of their 
spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural similarities and 
differences before presenting 
their findings to the class.

Head of Year 11 Mr Khan 
said: “Students were very 
surprised just how much they 
shared in common with one 
another.

“Despite being from 
different cultural heritages 
or religious backgrounds, 

they found that they enjoyed 
the same things, had similar 
hobbies and held very similar 
values. 

“When you actually get 

students to sit together and 
write these things down and 
truly reflect on what makes us 
the same, it is remarkable the 
insight it can bring them.”

OUR Year 10 students spent a week learning leadership skills during a residential trip to 
a British Army base. Nine students were kitted out in camouflage gear, tackled an assault 
course and learnt how to conduct a night patrol. All were assessed for leadership and 
teamwork skills.

YEAR 9 students were tasked with 
devising their own laws aimed at 
keeping citizens safe or protecting 
rights.

Students first looked at some of the 
UK’s more unusual laws and were 
asked to unpick the reasons why they 
are still enforced.

Head of Year 9 Mr Duberry said: 
“Above all, students learned that  
Rule of Law is in place to protect rights 
of citizens, to keep us safe and ensure 
we live in a cohesive society.

“There are many laws that are 
in place that at first you may not 
understand but if you ask students to 

take a closer look, then they begin to 
understand the reasons.

“This project also allowed them to 
develop the tools and skills to gain a 
wider understanding on how laws are 
formed.”

Year 9 Hamza Mian said: “It is 
about education. When you first start 
in maths you don’t understand about 
algebra but after you have had a few 
classes, you start to get it.

“The law is like that. Yes, there are 
many laws we can all understand but 
others need to be investigated and to 
discover the reasons behind them.”

Why freedom of speech is so important
YEAR 10 were asked how they 
would plan a protest if their 
human rights had been infringed 
for a project on Individual Liberty.

Students discussed the 13 
points of the Human Rights Act, 
focusing specifically on how they 
related to freedom of expression.

They then had to devise a 
creative strategy on how they 
would challenge an attempt to 
encroach on human rights and 
civil liberties.

Year 10 Denis Elezi said: 
“It allowed us to look at how 

important freedom of speech and 
civil liberties are in this country.

“The ability to speak out against 
something is a fundamental part 
of life in Britain.”

Head of Year 10 Mr Hafesji 
said: “Our students have highly 
creative and engaged minds. They 
are eager to understand more 
about how society works.

“This project has given them 
a far greater understanding of 
what it means to live in a free 
democratic society, what we mean 
when we say British Values.”

Students find a 
common ground
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