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to celebrate excellence
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Families, friends and staff joined together 
to celebrate Norlington school and 6th Form’s 
high achieving students at its tenth annual 
celebration evening. 

There were awards for students who had 
excelled in academic fields across all subjects, 
as well as in categories such as leadership and 
gentlemanly behaviour. 

Waltham Forest mayor, Cllr Christopher 
Robbins, gave an inspirational speech and 
joined leyton Orient footballer Danny Happe 
in handing out awards. 

Year 12 student Chengyuan Wang won the 
Chair of Governors’ award.

He said: “it was a really big surprise to win 

this award. i am so pleased and honoured to 
have been chosen. We say at Norlington that we 
are a family and it really feels like a family at 
this school. 

“it is an incredible place where you feel like 
you are cared for and supported and that your 
achievements are recognised. 

“Nights like this make it a special place to 
come to school, where everyone gets together 
to celebrate the hard work put in over the year.”

Rising cricket star Jamal Richards, who plays 
for essex youth team, won the Nabil alam 
Cricketer of the Year award, given in memory 
of the former student.

Norlington Principal Juan Hernandez said: 
“We are such a successful school because the 
Norlington family works so well together. The 
supportive parents we have are incredible, the 
students are the best you could wish for, and the 
staff put in a huge effort every single day.

“my job is easy; it is just to coordinate these 
wonderful people. For that reason, it is a true 
privilege to be the headteacher at the school.”

Cllr Robbins said: “The headteacher and his 
team have brought about huge change in the last 
ten years and established Norlington as a school 
to be proud of. 

“it has been a tremendous job. Norlington 
now has a reputation to be envied. it is among 
the best schools in the country. That is a huge 
achievement.”

NORLINGTON SCHOOL  
and 6TH FORM

n Wisdom is strength  n Winter newsletter 2019

Proud: Year 13 student Chengyuan Wang 
received the Chair of Governors’ award.

Guest: Waltham Forest Mayor, Cllr 
Robbins, presented some of the awards

New arrival: Norlington students will arrive in style thanks to the school’s brand new minibus. A big thank you goes to our 
sponsors Trinity Finance and our PTA for helping to fund the new transportation.
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Students given an early 
taste of A-Level study

Young debaters impress  
in law firm’s competition

YeaR 11 students from across the borough 
took a glimpse into the future during a hands-on 
taster day at Norlington school.

Visiting pupils got to experience a day in 
the life of a sixth former by attending a-level 
lessons, researching university requirements 
and talking to current Year 12 and 13 students.

Around 250 Year 11 students from five local 
schools attended the day-long event – with 
many expressing an interest to join the sixth 
form. Norlington ran classes in all 14 of its 
a-level syllabus subjects, including economics, 
computer science and philosophy.

George mitchell student Yousaf said: “it’s 
been amazing – i wasn’t sure what subjects i 
wanted to continue studying for the next two 
years. i was planning on studying economics 
and the school has really explained what that 
will be like at a-level.”

Buxton student ayla said: “it’s been really 
useful to attend the biology class because you 

know what the subject and level of learning will 
be like.”

ayla’s classmate sara agreed: “You don’t get 
a feel for what a lesson will be like just from 
reading a prospectus, and getting to see the lab 
facilities has been great.”

Fellow student Hessian said: “i didn’t 
expect to enjoy today so much but it’s made 
me feel more prepared for picking my a-level 
subjects.”

Head of  sixth Form Carl Wadey said: 
“There’s lots of data that shows that if university 
students could make their a-level selection 
again, they’d choose differently, so today is 
about ensuring these pupils have the right 
information to make their best choice.

“One of the best things about Norlington’s 
sixth Form is that because we only have a 
purposely small sixth Form, we can offer 
personalised learning in terms of academia and 
future development.”

THe school’s brilliant student debaters 
impressed on the big stage at a prestigious 
competition hosted by top international law firm 
Pinsent masons.

students used top tips from their lawyer 
mentors to debate transgender rights in sport 
at the annual Pinsent masons llP Debating 
Competition.

schools from across east london took part 
and Norlington’s team came in a respectable 
third after impressing judges with their 
arguments. 

The judging panel was Rt Hon lord 
Justice Floyd, Pinsent masons Global senior 
Partner Richard Foley and elBa CeO Julie 
Hutchinson. 

Year 11 student Hamza said: “i was a little bit 
nervous because there were a lot of impressive 
people there. But when we got up there it went 
really well. 

“We worked really hard practising. it helped 
that we were part of a team and all of our 
public speaking skills improved. it was a great 
opportunity.”

Year 7 students took their learning 
beyond the classroom with a trip to 
the Science museum.

Year 12 students learned first 
aid skills such as bandaging and 
resuscitation at an Emergency First 
Aid training session.

You can keep up to date with all the latest stories on Twitter:
Search for @NorlingtonSch
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Bebras triumph 
logical outcome
for Mohammed

YEAR 7 students got the chance to bond 
with their new classmates on an action-
packed leadership camping adventure. 

They took part in fun team-building 
activities, as well as tent building and 
firewood collecting during the two-day 
trip in September.

Head of Year 7 Ms McDonagh said: “This 
was a great opportunity for students to 
participate in team-building activities, 
confidence-building exercises and making 
new friends. 

“The students were really well behaved 
and it was a joy to spend time with them 
outside of school.”

YEAR 8 students got a chance to embrace 
the outdoors during a leadership camp in 
North Wales. 

They went rock climbing, kayaking, 
canoeing and water-rafting during the 
activity-packed trip in October. 

The aim of the school trip is to help  
build up students’ confidence and 
leadership skills with a number of team 
activities in the picturesque Welsh 
countryside (above left). 

Student Zayd said: “I’d never been to 
Wales before and it was so much fun. I felt 
like I learned a lot that I didn’t know about 
the outdoors. 

“It made me want to be more active. I 
tried sports that I had never done before 
but will definitely be pursuing now. 

“We did a lot of team activities that 
helped improve my confidence and also 
my leadership skills. 

“It made me talk to people I wouldn’t 
usually speak to and we all got on really 
well. I can’t wait for the next trip.”

YeaR 8 mohammed is celebrating after coming 
top in the school in an international problem-
solving competition. 

He beat students from every other year to 
be crowned winner of the Bebras Computing 
Challenge – a competition that introduces 
computational and logical thinking to students. 

it runs in more than 40 countries and is 
designed to get students all over the world 
excited about computing.

mohammed could now go on to test his 
skills in Oxford after correctly answering 151 
questions in just 40 minutes. 

He said: “i was really surprised to come 
top in the school, it was totally unexpected. 
i’m so glad the school organised it because 
it’s not something i would have thought about 
otherwise. 

“The questions were quite difficult but the 
more i answered, the more i got it.” 

Future planning: With plenty of post-16 options on display, there was a real buzz 
at our Year 11 Colleges Fair.

Leadership 
camp gives 
taste of the 
outdoor life

Students bond     
on activity trip
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Democracy to the fore 
in a range of events

Students in visit to key buildings

sTUDeNTs have been learning about 
democracy, the rule of law and individual 
liberty during a series of British Values-themed 
events this term.

Students marked the centenary of the first-
ever Remembrance Day, which was staged one 
year after the end of the First World War.

elsewhere there have been school trips to the 
highest law court, the Old Bailey, and the seat of 
our democracy, the Houses of Parliament.

at school, students have taken part in a series 
of workshops and assemblies where they have 
been asked to reflect on British Values.

Year 8 Tahmid said: “There have been some 
really good events. We have done an assembly 
about British Values and talked about them in 
our forms. it’s a great subject because it’s not 
something i’ve ever thought about before. 

“But it has made me realise how lucky we are 
to live in this country. it has really affected me 
a lot, thinking about our democracy and the fact 
we live in a free society. 

“i think that it’s worked really well with all 
the Remembrance activities we have been doing 
because we can see that so many generations of 
people fought and died so we can live the free 
lives we do today.”

STUDENTS visited some of London’s most 
important and prestigious buildings as they 
learnt about British Values. 

They were taken to the Houses of 
Parliament and the Central Criminal Courts 
to discover more about the UK’s political 
systems and laws. 

Students were able to see the chambers 
where laws are created in Westminster and 
then watch them being put into action during 
a trial at the Old Bailey. 

Year 12 student Uwaish said: “It was 
eye-opening. We got a tour of the Houses of 
Parliament and saw the portraits of all of the 
country’s previous Prime Ministers. 

“It was good learning about the history 
of the country and seeing all the men and 
women who have shaped how it is today.”

Fellow Year 12 Habib added: “It was 
interesting seeing a trial in court. We know 
there are laws but it was fascinating to see 
how they are put into action.

“It makes you think about how society is 
organised and the rules that are in place to 
ensure everyone is protected.”

Proud to be British
NORLINGTON SCHOOL & 6TH FORM

Winter 2019/20 

Year 9 
students 
gave an 
impressive 
assembly 
on British 
Values

Year 9 also went to the London Museum and 
Docklands Museum to study how the history 
of the city, and in particular east London, has 
shaped modern Britain.

Year 8 
students 
visited the 
National 
Army 
Museum as 
part of the 
learning 
outside of 
the box 
day.

Year 8s with 
their poster 
exploring 
tolerance and 
respect.
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Students pay respects 
to soldiers who died

A closer 
look at 
politics
STudeNTS from Years 7 to 
10 took part in a lecture-
style assembly where they 
explored ‘How democracy 
works in Britain’  ahead of the 
general election.

This was followed by an 
interactive look at the three 
main parties’ manifestos and 
students made a choice about 
who they felt would represent 
them best.

Year 8 student Tahmid said: 
“even though we are too 
young to vote, it’s important 
to know what goes on in the 
country. 

“There has been some 
trouble with the British 
Parliament and I was a bit 
naïve about that before. 

“I really enjoyed learning 
about it.” 

Proud to be British
NORLINGTON SCHOOL & 6TH FORM

Winter 2019/20 

THE school marked the sacrifices 
made by generations of soldiers 
by laying wreaths and attending 
a moving Remembrance service. 

students visited a veterans’ 
cemetery and saw the graves of 
soldiers who died fighting for 
their country, many of whom 
were just a few years older than 
them. 

They also heard speeches and 
honoured the sacrifice of our 
military and civilian servicemen 
and women at the east london 
Remembrance service.

Year 7 pupil aadil said: “We  
went to a cemetery and 
saw the grave of a soldier 
who had died when he  
was just 16 years old. i can’t 
believe people that young were 
involved in the wars. 

“it made you think about 
all the sacrifices that previous 
generations have made to allow 
us to live how we do now.”

Year 12 student Habib added:  
“it was a really moving day. it 
is important to learn about our 
history and honour the people 
who have paved the way for us. 

“We laid wreaths and just 
remembered those who had gone 
before us. it felt like an important 
day.” Respect:  Students pay tribute at the grave of a fallen soldier
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Cricketer Jamal takes 
borough’s top award

Students’ spirited effort

YeaR 11 Jamal has added to his growing 
list of achievements after being named as the 
borough’s Under-16 sports Person of the Year. 

The essex County Cricket Club’s youth 
player was honoured at the Waltham Forest 
sports awards after a season that saw him excel 
for his club, school and county.

it comes just months after the schoolboy 
took his place among the country’s best young 
cricketers at the Bunbury Cricket Festival, a 
showcase of the country’s 56 most talented 
young players. 

allrounder Jamal said: “it felt really good to 
win. i wasn’t expecting it. i’m not letting it go 
to my head though. i just want to concentrate on 
my game and keep getting better.

“But it was nice to represent my school and 
take home the award. it is for all the help and 
the support they have given me along the way.”

He started playing cricket aged just two 
after watching the game on television with his 
grandad, Franklin. 

since then he has won a host of awards as 
a young cricket star and is now hoping to 
emulate former Norlington student and england 
cricketing legend Graham Gooch.

He has put in several match-winning 
Top talent: Jamal collected the Under-16 
Sports Person of the Year award 

YEAR 9 student Ronan improved on 
last year’s bronze medal by securing 
silver at the Waltham Forest Cross 
Country Championship.

NORLINGTON SPORTS NeWS

performances for Norlington’s side, as well as 
starring for his club side.

Jamal added: “i’m just going to continue to 
work as hard as i possibly can at my game. 
The school, my friends and family are all being 
really supportive. 

“Obviously, i would love to become a 
professional cricket player one day and 
represent my country on the world stage. But 
for the moment i’m just focusing on the games 
ahead.”

The school was nominated in three further 
categories at the awards.

NORliNGTON students took part in a borough-
wide multi-sports event.

They took on schools from across the borough 
over six rounds, with disciplines including 
curling, basketball shots and a scooter obstacle 
course.

Teams are awarded points for their finishing 
place in each round and the team with the 
highest number of points over all six rounds is 
crowned the winner.

The events are run all over the country by 
charity, the Panathlon Foundation. 

Year 10 student andy said: “i really enjoyed 
taking part in the competition. There were some 
events i could take part in and others i couldn’t 

but they tried to help me try everything.
“even though Norlington did not win, we all 

tried rally hard and had a good team spirit. it is 
certainly something i would like to be involved 
in again.”
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Table tennis 
kings claim 
the medals

Mansur is British champion
NORLINGTON SPORTS NeWS 

iT was a clean sweep for the 
school’s teams at the Waltham 
Forest table tennis championships. 

Our under-13 and under-16 
teams saw off competitors from 
across the borough to take home 
both gold and silver in each event.

The victory was the culmination 
of months of hard work, which has 
seen the all-conquering team give 
up their lunch and break-times to 
practise.

Year 11 student Omar said: 
“Our A and B teams came first and 
second, which was great. There 
was no team in the competition that 
could get anywhere near us.

“We have been practising really 
hard. i play every lunchtime and 
after school most days. it just goes 

to show hard work pays off.”
it is the third year in a row 

that the school has taken home 
the top medals at the borough 
championships. They are now 
gearing up for the london 
championships. 

Omar added: “my dad was 
a borough champion when he 
was younger, so it’s nice i have 
the opportunity to follow in his 
footsteps. 

“it wonderful to have the 
facilities to be able to practise 
every day, because that’s what you 
need to do to win. One day i would 
love to compete in the Olympics.”

Norlington’s Year 8 sports hall athletics team have been 
in action recently.

A YEAR 10 student is celebrating after being 
crowned British junior wrestling champion – 
despite only taking up the sport properly six 
months ago.

Mansur came through a field of more than 
150 competitors to take the gold medal for his 
weight and age at the competition in November. 

The aspiring Olympian spent months in 
training for the demanding event and managed 
to secure his place as future sports star. 

Mansur said: “It felt amazing to win. I haven’t 
been wrestling that long compared to some of 
the competitors, so I was a bit of an outsider. 

“I have only been doing it properly for the last 
six months, so to do so well at such an early stage 
is a real achievement. I am very proud of myself.

“I’ve put in a lot of hard work and training and 
I guess it all paid off. It’s mad to think I finished 
first out of everyone in the UK.”

Mansur added: “The school is really supportive 
and encouraging when it comes to sports and it’s 
given me a real boost. 

“For now, I’m just going to keep training and 
see where it takes me. To go on to the European 
and then eventually the World Championships 
would be amazing.”

Right: The four successful 
Norlington teams
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Jeremiah has solution 
to managing emotions

sTUDeNT Jeremiah gave an 
impassioned talk about expressing 
anger at the Jack Petchey speak 
Out Challenge.

The Year 10 spoke about 
how letting your anger out in a 
controlled and measured way is 
better than keeping your feelings 
bottled up.

The self-penned one-minute 
talk won praise from the panel 
of judges but Jeremiah narrowly 
missed out on a top-three spot.

He was selected to represent the 
school following a public speaking 
workshop.

He said: “i was a bit nervous, 
because sometimes as a man 
you’re told not to speak about your 

feelings. This was a good way to 
express myself and get new skills 
like public speaking.

“i think it is best to let your 
anger out as long as you’re not 
hurting anyone, otherwise it can 
just build up and up. You can be 
angry in a non-aggressive way that 
is assertive but not intimidating.”

The Jack Petchey’s speak Out 
Challenge is the world’s biggest 
youth speaking event, with 
communication skills training 
delivered by the speakers Trust. 

Jeremiah added: “The school 
helped me put everything 
together and practise my speech. 
it really helped me build up my 
confidence.”

Norlington’s 
team at the 
workshop

Fascinating: Year 10 students enjoyed 
a visit to The Crystal exhibition about 
sustainable developmentOn song: The school choir performing at the Beazley Group carol service.

sTUDeNTs learnt all about cycling as part 
of the activities organised for National Road 
safety Week in November. 

it was provided byWaltham Forest Council 
as part of their Walk, Cycle, enjoy programme.

Year 7 students were taught the Highway 
Code and how to ride on the road safely. They 
learnt how to signal and the importance of 
wearing a helmet when riding. 

Other fun activities included bike maintenance 
and an obstacle course. 

Year 7 Gerrick said: “i couldn’t really ride a 
bike so it was an interesting course for me. it was 
really helpful learning all the safety measures. it 
also encouraged me to become more active. i 
had never thought about going out and riding a 
bike but I definitely will do now.”

TALENTED students have earned their place 
among the top young mathematicians in 
the country after impressing at a prestigious 
nationwide maths competition. 

Students Hassan, Cheng, Yasin and 
Mohammed-Ibrahim came a respectable 
fourth at the regional final of the United 
Kingdom Mathematics Trust’s Senior Maths 
Challenge in December. 

It is a competition for the country’s 
brightest under-19s, but two members of 
the Norlington team were still in Year 11.

They narrowly missed out on placing in 
the top three. 

Year 13 student Cheng said: “It was a real 
honour to compete. We had a great day and 
we worked really hard. 

“I love solving problems so the 
competition was a nice way to meet like-
minded people. 

“The team was so proud to come in 
fourth, especially because a couple of 
our members were the youngest in the 
competition.” 

Young mathematicians excel 
in competition’s regional final

Bike safety session


