
Students give council’s 
candidates testing time
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NORLINGTON students got the chance to grill 
politicians on local issues at a special hustings 
event held at the school. 

Students from all year groups heard from 
candidates standing to represent Grove Green 
Ward on Waltham Forest Council in the May 
elections.

In total, four candidates fielded questions 
from students – Liberal Democrat Bob 
Sullivan, Conservative Thor Halland, the Green 
Party’s Deanna Donovan and current Labour 
councillor, Khevyn Limbajee.

Cllr Limbajee said: “I thought the questions 
the children asked were spot-on.

“They are so engaged and they are all 
thinking about incredibly important issues such 
as street crime and youth provision.

“It is brilliant that Norlington have done 
this. It is a really community-based school that 
produces some wonderful students.”

Candidates first spoke to students about why 
local democracy is important, the roles and 
responsibilities of councils and the values of 
their respective parties.

The floor was then opened to questions from 
the boys, who asked how to make the borough 
more attractive for businesses.

Year 8 student Rayyan Akhtar said: “It was 
such an important event as we were able to get 
our points across to local politicians and they 
gave us answers to our questions.

“We are very lucky to get this opportunity. 
Every school should do this because it gives us 
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History project brought to life at school
STUDENTS were tasked with creating 
their own mini-documentary on World  
War 2 artillery during a trip to the 
Imperial War Museum – then learnt how it 
affected our school.

Year 8 pupils researched the social  
and human cost of war, focussing on the 
Blitz of London. 

The interactive project saw them 
evaluate and debate historical sources on 
military machinery to discover its impact 
during the war.

They got tips from professional 
documentary filmmakers at SMASH TV 

before creating their own films to reveal 
hidden stories behind the Blitz.

After the trip in April, they learnt 
in history class how the area around 

the school had been badly damaged by 
German bombs in 1940.

 Year 8 Maalik Shofolahan said: “I did 
not realise just how big an impact it had all 
had on me until I got back to class.

“When we got back to the school and 
we were shown the actual sites where the 
bombs had landed around our school, it all 
came alive to me.

“History is one of my favourite subjects 
because if you live in an area like East 
London, it is all around you. 

“It is good to know about the past of 
your country.”

an insight into what can be done to change our 
local community for the better.”

Year 9 student Atif Bashir added: “It was 
an important day because now we know what 
each of the parties plans to do for the borough.

“As young people, we need our voices to 
be heard. There have been problems with 
violent crime in London recently and we need 
something to be done.”

Local elections took place across London on 
Thursday, May 3, with all 60 seats on Waltham 

Forest Council being contested. Assistant 
Principal Paul Hobbs said: “We organised  
this event because we want to actively  
engage the students in the democratic  
process.

“It gives them a platform to voice their 
concerns about issues that matter to them and 
they asked considered questions with a level of 
maturity. Democracy is a fundamental British 
value and that is at the core of what we do at 
Norlington.”



Wellbeing is the 
main focus for  
student council

STUDENTS got a taste of life in the 
uniformed services during a week-long  
work experience assignment with the British  
Army.

Year 10 students took part in drills and 
manoeuvres to learn military skills such as 
intelligence-gathering and surveillance.

They were also put through their paces 
on assault courses and learnt survival 
skills during the seven-day placement at 
Crowborough Training Camp, Sussex. 

The boys were given a crash course in army 
life by sleeping in barracks and working to the 
schedule of new recruits. 

Student Luqmann Ali said: “It was really 
enjoyable because being there made you feel 
like a real-life soldier.

“Everything there was set up to be exactly 
like it would be for those joining the army. 
When we were doing the drills, they were 
presented as real-life scenarios.

“The army is not a career I had thought 
about before but it really opened my eyes to 
the possibility of it becoming a career.”

Ahmed Patel added: “There is no holding 

Busby 
boys  
salute 
top trip

Taste of army life pushes  
students to their limits
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YEAR 8 students 
dressed as Queen’s 
Guards in the 
signature red jacket 
and Busby during a 
trip to the National 
Army Museum.

The students learnt 
all about military 
uniforms and their 
uses in historical 
battles during the trip 
in April. 

They also learnt 
about the role of other 
cultures and countries 
in British military 
history during an 
interesting question-
and-answer session 
in the tour of the 
museum. 

OUR student council 
have been canvassing the 
opinions of fellow students 
on ways to improve the 
school. 

This term our reps have 
been looking at ways 
to improve the social, 
physical and emotional 
wellbeing of students. 

The information 

gathered was then fed back 
through the council to the 
school’s Senior Leadership 
team.

A number of suggestions 
put forward by the council 
have been agreed by the 
school. 

Details of these 
suggestions will be 
released shortly. 

back when you are there. They really push you 
to your limits.

“That is good because then you know if you 

did join the army that is what it would be like. I 
particularly enjoyed the assault course because 
I want to be physically fit.”


