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Dear parents and carers,  

Norlington School and Sixth form has a proud history of providing excellent academic 
opportunities for our pupils whilst being the school of choice for families in our local 
community. We work hard to develop relationships with all our parents/carers and appreciate 
the support and feedback we get. 

One of our key 5 aims is to be the school of choice for the local community and it is a source 
of pride for us that you have entrusted us and believe in our ability to put the well-being of 
your child at the centre of all decisions we make. 

We have always factored in the feelings of the community when making key decisions. It is 
in this spirit that we seek your view on the recent changes made to Relationship and Sex 
Education in schools.  

In 2018 the then Secretary of State for Education announced changes to Relationships and 
Sex Education (RSE) for all schools in England. These changes will come into effect from 
September 2020 and all schools will be required to follow these updated requirements. 
Norlington School must therefore comply with the legal duty to deliver the new RSE 
requirements.  

As a school we adhere to the principle ‘Everybody’s Welcome’ in line with our duty of 
promoting tolerance and respect for all in accordance with the Equality Act 2010. This 
principle makes clear that every member of the Norlington family must make ‘everybody 
welcome’, irrelevant of race, nationality, religion, gender or sexual orientation. It is the 
through this tolerance and respect we can as a school, and society, function.   

Our proposed RSE curriculum complements the “Everybody’s Welcome” principle, seeking 
to respect every individual regardless of their background. It is of the utmost importance to 
us that all views are heard and go on to inform our final version of the final RSE curriculum 
that will be delivered in the next academic year.  

While Norlington can boast of producing excellent academic outcomes for our pupils, we 
place equal importance on preparing students for leadership in school and the wider world. 
Our primary aim is in fact to develop outstanding leaders. Leaders must have an 
understanding of the importance of respectful friendships but also understand how negative 
relationships can have a detrimental effect upon their futures. The proposed RSE curriculum 
will support our students to make the positive life choices that will lead to a successful 
education and a happy, productive adulthood.  

There are five broad areas covered by the RSE curriculum, they are: Families; Respectful 
Relationships, including Friendships; Online and Media; Being Safe; and Intimate and 
Sexual Relationship, including Sexual Health. These areas will be organised into a 
curriculum that will provide a body of learning throughout a pupil’s time at Norlington School: 

 “Families” provide students with the opportunity to understand the importance of 
stable familial relationships. It explores marriage as an important relationship choice 
for many couples and gives pupils knowledge of other types of long-term 
relationships that exist in modern Britain e.g. same-sex relationships and civil 
partnerships. 

 “Respectful relationships, including friendships” looks at the characteristics of healthy 
relationships. Students investigate the effect of negative stereotyping, and the 
benefits of giving and expectation of receiving, respect in their dealings in school and 
wider society.  
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 “Online and Media” seeks to give students a framework within which to operate 
safely in the ever-changing online landscape. Students are warned of risks they can 
encounter online and the risks of sharing information.  

 “Being Safe” warns students of the dangers of abuse and grooming while equipping 
pupils with the tools to understand consent, sexual or otherwise. 

 “Intimate and sexual relationships, including sexual health” provides pupils with an 
understanding of the facts about reproductive health and how aspects of health can 
be affected by choices people make in sex and relationships. 

Our review of the school’s RSE curriculum is currently at the draft stage. We have been 
careful to be make sure that this draft provision is appropriate for Norlington pupils based on 
their: 

 Age 

 Physical and emotional maturity 

 Religious and cultural backgrounds 

 Special educational needs and disabilities 

We’ve also taken great care to consider the beliefs, religious or otherwise and standpoints of 
all stakeholders involved with Norlington School. 

As a school we are humbled that we have been chosen by you and the many parents in the 
local community to teach your son. We recognise the responsibility we bear, not just in 
providing your child with an excellent academic experience but also in giving your son the 
skills to flourish in their adult lives. It is our belief that the RSE provision can provide a vital 
plank of learning for students in understanding the world around us. However, all final 
decisions made, as ever with Norlington school, will follow our proven approach of listening 
to our community and working in conjunction with it to achieve our five aims for your son 
while making sure that all adhere to our fundamental principle that ‘Everybody’s Welcome.’ 

Here’s how you can help: 

1. With changes so important we believe that the strength of the RSE curriculum will be 
enhanced with direct input from parents. We would like to gain your feedback to help 
shape our final curriculum. We welcome your responses to the draft RSE curriculum 
and FAQ sheet enclosed. Please email your response to the proposals here: 
rse@norlington.school 

2. We would like to extend an invitation to you to take part in a special consultation 
meeting on Tuesday 3rd December 6.30pm at Norlington School.    

Yours Sincerely 

 

Mr J Hernandez 
Principal  
Norlington School and 6th Form 
 

http://www.norlington.net/

