
Answer 1 
 
Robert Louis Stevenson shows Hyde to be a terrifying character.  He tells us that he 
deliberately trampled over a little girl.  This tells us that he doesn’t care about 
anyone but himself.  The little girl is ‘screaming’ on the floor but he just stamps on her.  
The people around are really upset and angry about it but Hyde does not seem to 
care.  The writer says he was like a big lorry which must have really hurt the girl.  
Everyone hated Hyde and wanted to hurt him.   
 
This isn’t the only terrible thing that Hyde does in the story.  He also kills Sir Danvers 
Carew.  He was a kind old gentleman but Hyde beat him up with his cane and 
stamped on him until he was dead.  The maid who saw it was shocked.  Everyone 
was shocked.  Hyde disappeared afterwards and no-one could find him. 
 
Everyone who meets Hyde thinks that he is ugly and frightening.  Mr Utterson tells us 
that he has nightmares about him after he hears the story of him trampling on the 
little girl.  This tells us that he is a terrifying character.  In the end, Dr Jekyll cannot get 
rid of him so he has to kill himself. 

 
Answer 2 
Prior to the extract, we have been told by Enfield that the incident has taken place on a 
‘black winter morning’.  He is uncomfortable in his surroundings and looks for a policeman on 
the streets.  The Victorian audience would have been immediately suspicious.  They would 
have known that the darkness hides man’s less respectable side where people indulged in 
activities that would have been frowned upon and damaged their reputation, so it is no 
surprise that this is when we first meet Mr Hyde, a terrifying character who represents 
the private face of Man. 
 
The first thing we learn in the extract is that the man is ‘stumping’ along.  This tells us that 
his movements are heavy and quick; he seems to be intent on what he is doing.  Mr Enfield 
tells Mr Utterson that when he collided with the little girl it was ‘horrible’ to see Mr Hyde 
trample on her. The respectable response in the situation is to be naturally apologetic and 
try to make sure that they are alright but Hyde does not do that; he ‘trampled calmly over 
the child’s body’.  The fact that Hyde can do this to an innocent child makes him a 
terrifying character.  Both the Victorian and modern reader is immediately aware that this 
character is going to bring some kind of evil into the story as we are told it was ‘hellish’ to 
see which helps us to make a connection with the devil.   
 
We are also told in the extract that Mr Hyde looked at Mr Enfield in a way that was ‘so 
ugly it brought out the sweat on me like running’.  This simile tells us that Mr Enfield is 
afraid of Mr Hyde’s expression as it makes him so mentally uncomfortable that his body has 
the negative reaction of terror. 
 
The reaction of the people at the scene also tells us that Hyde is a terrifying character as 
Mr Enfield says he felt a ‘loathing’ and the doctor turned ‘sick and white with the desire to 
kill him’ every time he looked at him.  The reader has a trust in a doctor, a respectable man 
whose job is to save lives, so we are influenced by this reaction to believe that Hyde must 



indeed be a terrible as rather than helping the child, he simply trampled on her and left her 
‘screaming’.   
 
The final paragraph of the extract gives us a description of Hyde and tells us that he has a 
‘black, sneering coolness’.  The word black is associated with darkness and darkness is 
generally a sign of evil.  Furthermore, his ‘sneering coolness’ suggests to the reader that he 
does not care about what he has done which means that he is terrifying because he has no 
conscience.  If you have no conscience, you are capable of doing terrible things to other 
people because you do not feel guilt or remorse.  The final simile which describes Hyde as 
being ‘like Satan’ also creates a sense of terror.  Satan is the prince of darkness and 
associated with evil.  The writer compares Hyde to Satan to show us exactly how 
frightening and dangerous he is; the reader expects that he will go on to be a malevolent 
character.  It repeats the idea from earlier in the extract that this was a ‘hellish’ incident 
to witness and we suspect that it will not be the only one like it in the story.   
 
This is confirmed when Mr Utterson finally meets Mr Hyde in the next chapter.  He is 
described as breathing with a ‘hissing’ sound and he ‘snarled with a savage laugh’.  The 
sibilance of the second quote emphasises the ‘hissing’ of his breathing, making Hyde seem 
like a snake.  Snakes are associated with the devil as the snake was sent by the devil to 
tempt Eve in the Garden of Eden, forcing both Adam and Eve to have to leave paradise.  
Hyde then seems to be a representative of the devil on earth as he is described as sounding 
like one.  Utterson talks about his reaction to Hyde and says that he feels ‘disgust, loathing 
and fear’.  Enfield also used the word ‘loathing’ when he described his reaction to Hyde 
trampling the little girl.  The repetition of this word tells the reader that Hyde is an 
unlikeable character and as both Utterson and Enfield are both presented at good men, we 
trust them and the reader begins to develop the same feelings.   
 
In Chapter 4, we learn about the murder of Sir Danvers Carew.  We are told that Hyde 
acted in a ‘great flame of anger’ and ‘with ape-like fury’ when he attacked the ‘innocent’ old 
man who was well-respected by all who knew him. The metaphor in ‘great flame’ tells us that 
this anger almost consumes him so he cannot see any reason.  It makes him capable of doing 
the worst act.  It is also described using the image of an ‘ape’ which suggests that it is a 
very primitive reaction and he is only guided by a sense of what he wants or needs.  He is 
almost reacting like an animal under threat which makes him very dangerous.  Later in the 
story, we also have this image just before he commits suicide when Pool says he is ‘like a 
monkey’.  Stevenson wants us to know that he is indeed uncontrollable.  This creates a 
terrifying picture of Hyde as we realise that he cannot be stopped and is capable of great 
violence and wickedness.  Neither Carew nor the little girl had done anything to Hyde but 
he was able to harm them, killing Carew in the process.  This makes him a frightening 
character and we wonder when this violence will end. 
 
In the final chapter of the novel, Jekyll tells his story.  He repeatedly uses the word ‘evil’ 
to talk about Hyde.  This reminds us that Hyde has previously been called Satan and we 
realise that he represents the dark side of man who is capable of terrible wrongdoings. At 
this stage, we learn that Hyde represents the dual nature of Jekyll, a creature who acts on 
his instincts and indulges his desires, regardless of the effect on anyone around him.   


