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Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
 
Read the following extract from Chapter 1 and then answer the question that follows. 
 
In this extract Mr Enfield is telling Mr Utterson about an incident he witnessed which ended 
with a visit to a house on the street they are walking. 
 
 

All at once, I saw two figures: one a little man who was stumping along eastward 
at a good walk, and the other a girl of maybe eight or ten who was running as 
hard as she was able down a cross-street. Well, sir, the two ran into one another 
naturally enough at the corner; and then came the horrible part of the thing; for 
the man trampled calmly over the, child's body and left her screaming on the 
ground. It sounds nothing to hear, but it was hellish to see. It wasn't like a man; 
it was like some damned Juggernaut. I gave a view halloa, took to my heels, 
collared my gentleman, and brought him back to where there was already quite 
a group about the screaming child. He was perfectly cool and made no 
resistance, but gave me one look, so ugly that it brought out the sweat on me 
like running. The people who had turned out were the girl's own family; and 
pretty soon, the doctor, for whom she had been sent, put in his appearance. 
Well, the child was not much the worse, more frightened, according to the 
Sawbones; and there you might have supposed would be an end to it. But there 
was one curious circumstance. I had taken a loathing to my gentleman at first 
sight. So had the child's family, which was only natural. But the doctor's case was 
what struck me. He was the usual cut-and-dry apothecary, of no particular age 
and colour, with a strong Edinburgh accent, and about as emotional as a 
bagpipe. Well, sir, he was like the rest of us; every time he looked at my 
prisoner, I saw that Sawbones turn sick and white with the desire to kill him. I 
knew what was in his mind, just as he knew what was in mine; and killing being 
out of the question, we did the next best. We told the man we could and would 
make such a scandal out of this, as should make his name stink from one end of 
London to the other. If he had any friends or any credit, we undertook that he 
should lose them. And all the time, as we were pitching it in red hot, we were 
keeping the women off him as best we could, for they were as wild as harpies. I 
never saw a circle of such hateful faces; and there was the man in the middle, 
with a kind of black, sneering coolness - frightened too, I could see that -but 
carrying it off, sir, really like Satan. 
 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Hyde as a terrifying character? 
 
Write about: 
 

• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde in this extract 
• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde in the novel as a whole. 

(30 marks) 

  



The assessment criteria: 

 
Read and decode the question in the following order: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Decode the question carefully so you know what you are looking for in the  
extract: 

 
 
 

 



Identify the quotes from the extract that will answer the question: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What makes a good answer?  The positives are in red and the developments 
in blue. 
 

 
 
 
 



  



Planning Tool for ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ and ‘Macbeth’ 

Paragraph Quotations from extract Quotations from the whole 
novel 

• Reader’s response to the 
quotations 

• Links to historial context. 
Notes 
 
 
 
 

Choose linked quotes from 
across the whole extract.  
These are quotes which 
make a similar point or 
develop a particular idea. 
Identify any language 
techniques being used. 

Identify quotations 
from the novel as a 
whole which link to 
the quotations from 
the extract in the last 
column. 

Identify any language 
techniques being used. 

Try to identify at least 
4 different points to 
analyse the quotations. 
What does the reader 
feel/see/hear/imagine/ 
learn from the quotes? 
What do we understand 
about key themes or 
ideas? 
What would the Victorian 
reader have understood?  
What were their views 
about the world or 
themes/ideas identified? 
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Example Plan for paragraphs 1 and 2 of question on chapter 1 (above) 
 

Paragraph Quotations from extract Quotations from the whole 
novel 

• Reader’s response to the 
quotations 

• Links to historial context. 
Notes 
 
 
 
 

Choose linked quotes from across 
the whole extract.  These are 
quotes which make a similar 
point or develop a particular 
idea. 
Identify any techniques being 
used. 

Identify quotations 
from the novel as a 
whole which link to the 
quotations from the 
extract in the last 
column. 

Identify any techniques being 
used. 

Try to identify at least 4 different 
points to analyse the quotations. 
What does the reader 
feel/see/hear/imagine/ learn 
from the quotes? 
What do we understand about 
key themes or ideas? 
What would the Victorian reader 
have understood?  What were 
their views about the world or 
themes/ideas identified? 
 

 
 

1 
 
 

hellish 
Satan 
words all linked with 
hell/devil/evil 

evil repeated throughout 
Satan repeated later in novel 

Links with the devil who 
represents the fact of true 
evil in the world. 
Reader expecting this 
character to do terrible 
things. 
We are instantly afraid. 
Victorians held religion highly 
so they would have been 
instantly mistrustful of this 
character. 
 

 
 

2 
 
 

screaming 
trampled calmly adverb 
perfectly cool adverb 
made no resistance 
black sneering coolness 
repeats cool 
use of the word black shows 
something darker in this calm 
character 

Sir Danvers Carew 
he answered never a word, 
and seemed to listen with an 
ill-contained impatience 

Concerned that he does not 
seem to care. 
He deliberately hurts 
innocent people. 
Shows this is someone with 
no value in human life. 
Represents the darker side 
of human nature. 
 
 



Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
 
Read the following extract from Chapter 2 and then answer the question that follows. 
 
In this extract Mr Utterson meets Mr Hyde for the first time.  He has been keen to meet him so has 
been desperately trying to seek him out. 
 
 

 "Will you let me see your face?" asked the lawyer. 
 Mr. Hyde appeared to hesitate, and then, as if upon some sudden reflection, fronted 
about with an air of defiance; and the pair stared at each other pretty fixedly for a few 
seconds. "Now I shall know you again," said Mr. Utterson." It may be useful." 
 "Yes," returned Mr. Hyde, "it is as well we have, met; and a propos, you should have 
my address." And he gave a number of a street in Soho. 
 "Good God!" thought Mr. Utterson," can he, too, have been thinking of the will?" But 
he kept his feelings to himself and only grunted in acknowledgment of the address. 
 "And now," said the other, "how did you know me?" 
 "By description," was the reply. 
 "Whose description?" 
 "We have common friends, said Mr. Utterson. 
 "Common friends?" echoed Mr. Hyde, a little hoarsely." Who are they?" 
 "Jekyll, for instance," said the lawyer. 
 "He never told you," cried Mr. Hyde, with a flush of anger." I did not think you would 
have lied." 
  "Come," said Mr. Utterson, "that is not fitting language."  
 The other snarled aloud into a savage laugh; and the next moment, with extraordinary 
quickness, he had unlocked the door and disappeared into the house. 
he lawyer stood a while when Mr. Hyde had left him, the picture of disquietude. Then 
he began slowly to mount the street, pausing every step or two and putting his hand to 
his brow like a man in mental perplexity. The problem he was thus debating as he 
walked, was one of a class that is rarely solved. Mr. Hyde was pale and dwarfish, he 
gave an impression of deformity without any nameable malformation, he had a 
displeasing smile, he had borne himself to the lawyer with a sort of murderous mixture 
of timidity and boldness, and he spoke with a husky, whispering and somewhat broken 
voice; all these were points against him, but not all of these together could explain the 
hitherto unknown disgust, loathing, and fear with which Mr. Utterson regarded him. 
"There must be something else," said the perplexed gentleman. "There is something 
more, if I could find a name for it. God bless me, the man seems hardly human! 
Something troglodytic, shall we say? or can it be the old story of Dr. Fell? or Is it the 
mere radiance of a foul soul that thus transpires through, and transfigures, its clay 
continent? The last, I think; for, O my poor old Harry Jekyll, if ever I read Satan's 
signature upon a face, it Is on that of your new friend."  
 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Hyde as an outsider? 
 
Write about: 
 

• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as an outsider n this extract 
• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as an outsider in the novel as a whole. 

(30 marks) 
 



Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
 
Read the following extract from Chapter 3 and then answer the question that follows. 
 
In this extract Mr Utterson talks to Dr Jekyll about Mr Hyde for the first time.   
 
 

 The large handsome face of Dr. Jekyll grew pale to the very lips, and there came a 
blackness about his eyes. "I do not care to hear more," said he. "This is a matter I 
thought we had agreed to drop."  
    "What I heard was abominable," said Utterson.  
    "It can make no change. You do not understand my position," returned the doctor, 
with a certain incoherency of manner. "I am painfully situated, Utterson; my position is 
a very strange--a very strange one. It is one of those affairs that cannot be mended by 
talking."  
    "Jekyll," said Utterson, "you know me: I am a man to be trusted. Make a clean breast 
of this in confidence; and I make no doubt I can get you out of it."  
    "My good Utterson," said the doctor, "this is very good of you, this is downright good 
of you, and I cannot find words to thank you in. I believe you fully; I would trust you 
before any man alive, ay, before myself, if I could make the choice; but indeed it isn't 
what you fancy; it is not as bad as that; and just to put your good heart at rest, I will tell 
you one thing: the moment I choose, I can be rid of Mr. Hyde. I give you my hand upon 
that; and I thank you again and again; and I will just add one little word, Utterson, that 
I'm sure you'll take in good part: this is a private matter, and I beg of you to let it sleep."  
    Utterson reflected a little, looking in the fire.  
    "I have no doubt you are perfectly right," he said at last, getting to his feet.  
    "Well, but since we have touched upon this business, and for the last time I hope," 
continued the doctor, "there is one point I should like you to understand. I have really a 
very great interest in poor Hyde. I know you have seen him; he told me so; and I fear he 
was rude. But I do sincerely take a great, a very great interest in that young man; and if I 
am taken away, Utterson, I wish you to promise me that you will bear with him and get 
his rights for him. I think you would, if you knew all; and it would be a weight off my 
mind if you would promise."  
    "I can't pretend that I shall ever like him," said the lawyer.  
    "I don't ask that," pleaded Jekyll, laying his hand upon the other's arm; "I only ask for 
justice; I only ask you to help him for my sake, when I am no longer here."  
    Utterson heaved an irrepressible sigh. "Well," said he, "I promise." 
 

 
Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson deal with the idea of dual nature? 
 
Write about: 
 

• how Stevenson presents dual nature in this extract 
• how Stevenson presents dual nature in the novel as a whole. 

(30 marks) 
 
  



Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
 
Read the following extract from Chapter 4 and then answer the question that follows. 
 
In this extract a maid witnesses the murder of Sir Danvers Carew. 
 
 

Nearly a year later, in the month of October, 18 -- , London was startled by a crime of 
singular ferocity and rendered all the more notable by the high position of the victim. 
The details were few and startling. A maid servant living alone in a house not far from 
the river, had gone up-stairs to bed about eleven. Although a fog rolled over the city in 
the small hours, the early part of the night was cloudless, and the lane, which the maid's 
window overlooked, was brilliantly lit by the full moon. It seems she was romantically 
given, for she sat down upon her box, which stood immediately under the window, and 
fell into a dream of musing. Never (she used to say, with streaming tears, when she 
narrated that experience), never had she felt more at peace with all men or thought 
more kindly of the world. And as she so sat she became aware of an aged and beautiful 
gentleman with white hair, drawing near along the lane; and advancing to meet him, 
another and very small gentleman, to whom at first she paid less attention. When they 
had come within speech (which was just under the maid's eyes) the older man bowed 
and accosted the other with a very pretty manner of politeness. It did not seem as if the 
subject of his address were of great importance; indeed, from his pointing, it sometimes 
appeared as if he were only inquiring his way; but the moon shone on his face as he 
spoke, and the girl was pleased to watch it, it seemed to breathe such an innocent and 
old-world kindness of disposition, yet with something high too, as of a well-founded 
self-content. Presently her eye wandered to the other, and she was surprised to 
recognise in him a certain Mr. Hyde, who had once visited her master and for whom she 
had conceived a dislike. He had in his hand a heavy cane, with which he was trifling; but 
he answered never a word, and seemed to listen with an ill-contained impatience. And 
then all of a sudden he broke out in a great flame of anger, stamping with his foot, 
brandishing the cane, and carrying on (as the maid described it) like a madman. The old 
gentleman took a step back, with the air of one very much surprised and a trifle hurt; 
and at that Mr. Hyde broke out of all bounds and clubbed him to the earth. And next 
moment, with ape-like fury, he was trampling his victim under foot and hailing down a 
storm of blows, under which the bones were audibly shattered and the body jumped 
upon the roadway. At the horror of these sights and sounds, the maid fainted. 
 

 
Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson deal with the concept of urban terror? 
 
Write about: 
 

• how Stevenson presents urban terror in this extract 
• how Stevenson presents urban terror in the novel as a whole. 

 
(30 marks) 

 
 
 
 



 
Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
 
Read the following extract from Chapter 5 and then answer the question that follows. 
 
In this extract Mr Utterson has been to see Dr Jekyll about the murder of Sir Danvers Carew and Mr 
Hyde’s involvement in it.  He has been given a letter from Jekyll written by Hyde which reassures 
them that Hyde has left. 
 
 

This news sent off the visitor with his fears renewed. Plainly the letter had come by the 
laboratory door; possibly, indeed, it had been written in the cabinet; and if that were 
so, it must be differently judged, and handled with the more caution. The newsboys, as 
he went, were crying themselves hoarse along the footways: "Special edition. Shocking 
murder of an M.P." That was the funeral oration of one friend and client; and he could 
not help a certain apprehension lest the good name of another should be sucked down 
in the eddy of the scandal. It was, at least, a ticklish decision that he had to make; and 
self-reliant as he was by habit, he began to cherish a longing for advice. It was not to be 
had directly; but perhaps, he thought, it might be fished for.  
  
Presently after, he sat on one side of his own hearth, with Mr. Guest, his head clerk, 
upon the other, and midway between, at a nicely calculated distance from the fire, a 
bottle of a particular old wine that had long dwelt unsunned in the foundations of his 
house. The fog still slept on the wing above the drowned city, where the lamps 
glimmered like carbuncles; and through the muffle and smother of these fallen clouds, 
the procession of the town's life was still rolling in through the great arteries with a 
sound as of a mighty wind. But the room was gay with firelight. In the bottle the acids 
were long ago resolved; the imperial dye had softened with time, as the colour grows 
richer in stained windows; and the glow of hot autumn afternoons on hillside vineyards, 
was ready to be set free and to disperse the fogs of London. Insensibly the lawyer 
melted. There was no man from whom he kept fewer secrets than Mr. Guest; and he 
was not always sure that he kept as many as he meant. Guest had often been on 
business to the doctor's; he knew Poole; he could scarce have failed to hear of Mr. 
Hyde's familiarity about the house; he might draw conclusions: was it not as well, then, 
that he should see a letter which put that mystery to right? and above all since Guest, 
being a great student and critic of handwriting, would consider the step natural and 
obliging? The clerk, besides, was a man of counsel; he could scarce read so strange a 
document without dropping a remark; and by that remark Mr. Utterson might shape his 
future course.  
 

 
Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson use the setting to create atmosphere? 
 
Write about: 
 

• how Stevenson uses setting in this extract 
• how Stevenson uses setting in the novel as a whole. 

 
(30 marks) 

 
 



Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
 
Read the following extract from Chapter 6 and then answer the question that follows. 
 
In this extract Dr Lanyon has become very sick and Dr Jekyll who had previously returned to his old 
self, has started to withdraw from his friends again. 
 

As soon as he got home, Utterson sat down and wrote to Jekyll, complaining of his 
exclusion from the house, and asking the cause of this unhappy break with Lanyon; and 
the next day brought him a long answer, often very pathetically worded, and sometimes 
darkly mysterious in drift. The quarrel with Lanyon was incurable. "I do not blame our 
old friend," Jekyll wrote, but I share his view that we must never meet. I mean from 
henceforth to lead a life of extreme seclusion; you must not be surprised, nor must you 
doubt my friendship, if my door is often shut even to you. You must suffer me to go my 
own dark way. I have brought on myself a punishment and a danger that I cannot name. 
If I am the chief of sinners, I am the chief of sufferers also. I could not think that this 
earth contained a place for sufferings and terrors so unmanning; and you can do but 
one thing, Utterson, to lighten this destiny, and that is to respect my silence." Utterson 
was amazed; the dark influence of Hyde had been withdrawn, the doctor had returned 
to his old tasks and amities; a week ago, the prospect had smiled with every promise of 
a cheerful and an honoured age; and now in a moment, friendship, and peace of mind, 
and the whole tenor of his life were wrecked. So great and unprepared a change 
pointed to madness; but in view of Lanyon's manner and words, there must lie for it 
some deeper ground.  
 
 A week afterwards Dr. Lanyon took to his bed, and in something less than a fortnight he 
was dead. The night after the funeral, at which he had been sadly affected, Utterson 
locked the door of his business room, and sitting there by the light of a melancholy 
candle, drew out and set before him an envelope addressed by the hand and sealed 
with the seal of his dead friend. "PRIVATE: for the hands of G. J. Utterson ALONE, and in 
case of his predecease to be destroyed unread," so it was emphatically superscribed; 
and the lawyer dreaded to behold the contents. "I have buried one friend to-day," he 
thought: "what if this should cost me another?" And then he condemned the fear as a 
disloyalty, and broke the seal. Within there was another enclosure, likewise sealed, and 
marked upon the cover as "not to be opened till the death or disappearance of Dr. 
Henry Jekyll." Utterson could not trust his eyes. Yes, it was disappearance; here again, 
as in the mad will which he had long ago restored to its author, here again were the 
idea of a disappearance and the name of Henry Jekyll bracketted. But in the will, that 
idea had sprung from the sinister suggestion of the man Hyde; it was set there with a 
purpose all too plain and horrible. Written by the hand of Lanyon, what should it mean? 
A great curiosity came on the trustee, to disregard the prohibition and dive at once to 
the bottom of these mysteries; but professional honour and faith to his dead friend 
were stringent obligations; and the packet slept in the inmost corner of his private safe.  
 

 
Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson deal with the importance of reputation? 
 
Write about: 

• how Stevenson deals with the importance of reputation in this extract 
• how Stevenson deals with the importance of reputation in the novel as a whole. 

(30 marks) 



Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
 
Read the following extract from Chapter 8 and then answer the question that follows. 
 
In this extract Mr Utterson has been called to Dr Jekyll’s house as his servants are very concerned 
about what is going on there. 
 

"Sir," he said, looking Mr. Utterson in the eyes, "Was that my master's voice?"  
    "It seems much changed," replied the lawyer, very pale, but giving look for look.  
    "Changed? Well, yes, I think so," said the butler. "Have I been twenty years in this man's 
house, to be deceived about his voice? No, sir; master's made away with; he was made away 
with eight days ago, when we heard him cry out upon the name of God; and who's in there 
instead of him, and why it stays there, is a thing that cries to Heaven, Mr. Utterson!"  
    "This is a very strange tale, Poole; this is rather a wild tale my man," said Mr. Utterson, 
biting his finger. "Suppose it were as you suppose, supposing Dr. Jekyll to have been--well, 
murdered what could induce the murderer to stay? That won't hold water; it doesn't 
commend itself to reason."  
    "Well, Mr. Utterson, you are a hard man to satisfy, but I'll do it yet," said Poole. "All this last 
week (you must know) him, or it, whatever it is that lives in that cabinet, has been crying night 
and day for some sort of medicine and cannot get it to his mind. It was sometimes his way--
the master's, that is--to write his orders on a sheet of paper and throw it on the stair. We've 
had nothing else this week back; nothing but papers, and a closed door, and the very meals 
left there to be smuggled in when nobody was looking. Well, sir, every day, ay, and twice and 
thrice in the same day, there have been orders and complaints, and I have been sent flying to 
all the wholesale chemists in town. Every time I brought the stuff back, there would be 
another paper telling me to return it, because it was not pure, and another order to a 
different firm. This drug is wanted bitter bad, sir, whatever for."  
    "Have you any of these papers?" asked Mr. Utterson.  
    Poole felt in his pocket and handed out a crumpled note, which the lawyer, bending nearer 
to the candle, carefully examined. Its contents ran thus: "Dr. Jekyll presents his compliments 
to Messrs. Maw. He assures them that their last sample is impure and quite useless for his 
present purpose. In the year 18--, Dr. J. purchased a somewhat large quantity from Messrs. M. 
He now begs them to search with most sedulous care, and should any of the same quality be 
left, forward it to him at once. Expense is no consideration. The importance of this to Dr. J. can 
hardly be exaggerated." So far the letter had run composedly enough, but here with a sudden 
splutter of the pen, the writer's emotion had broken loose. "For God's sake," he added, "find 
me some of the old."  
    "This is a strange note," said Mr. Utterson; and then sharply, "How do you come to have it 
open?"  
    "The man at Maw's was main angry, sir, and he threw it back to me like so much dirt," 
returned Poole.  
    "This is unquestionably the doctor's hand, do you know?" resumed the lawyer.  
    "I thought it looked like it," said the servant rather sulkily; and then, with another voice, 
"But what matters hand of write?" he said. "I've seen him!"  
    "Seen him?" repeated Mr. Utterson. "Well?"  
    "That's it!" said Poole. "It was this way. I came suddenly into the theater from the garden. It 
seems he had slipped out to look for this drug or whatever it is; for the cabinet door was open, 
and there he was at the far end of the room digging among the crates. He looked up when I 
came in, gave a kind of cry, and whipped upstairs into the cabinet. It was but for one minute 
that I saw him, but the hair stood upon my head like quills. Sir, if that was my master, why had 



he a mask upon his face? If it was my master, why did he cry out like a rat, and run from me? I 
have served him long enough. And then..." The man paused and passed his hand over his face.  
    "These are all very strange circumstances," said Mr. Utterson, "but I think I begin to see 
daylight. Your master, Poole, is plainly seized with one of those maladies that both torture and 
deform the sufferer; hence, for aught I know, the alteration of his voice; hence the mask and 
the avoidance of his friends; hence his eagerness to find this drug, by means of which the poor 
soul retains some hope of ultimate recovery--God grant that he be not deceived! There is my 
explanation; it is sad enough, Poole, ay, and appalling to consider; but it is plain and natural, 
hangs well together, and delivers us from all exorbitant alarms."  
    "Sir," said the butler, turning to a sort of mottled pallor, "that thing was not my master, and 
there's the truth. My master"--here he looked round him and began to whisper--"is a tall, fine 
build of a man, and this was more of a dwarf." Utterson attempted to protest. "O, sir," cried 
Poole, "do you think I do not know my master after twenty years? Do you think I do not know 
where his head comes to in the cabinet door, where I saw him every morning of my life? No, 
sir, that thing in the mask was never Dr. Jekyll--God knows what it was, but it was never Dr. 
Jekyll; and it is the belief of my heart that there was murder done." 

  
 
Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson create a sense of mystery? 
 
Write about: 

• how Stevenson creates a sense of mystery in this extract 
• how Stevenson creates a sense of mystery in the novel as a whole. 

(30 marks) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
 
Read the following extract from Chapter 9 and then answer the question that follows. 
 
In this extract Mr Utterson reads a letter from Dr Lanyon explaining what happened between himself 
and Mr Hyde. 
 

These particulars struck me, I confess, disagreeably; and as I followed him into the 
bright light of the consulting-room, I kept my hand ready on my weapon. Here, at last, I 
had a chance of clearly seeing him. I had never set eyes on him before, so much was 
certain. He was small, as I have said; I was struck besides with the shocking expression 
of his face, with his remarkable combination of great muscular activity and great 
apparent debility of constitution, and - last but not least - with the odd, subjective 
disturbance caused by his neighbourhood. This bore some resemblance to incipient 
rigour, and was accompanied by a marked sinking of the pulse. At the time, I set it down 
to some idiosyncratic, personal distaste, and merely wondered at the acuteness of the 
symptoms; but I have since had reason to believe the cause to lie much deeper in the 
nature of man, and to turn on some nobler hinge than the principle of hatred. 
 This person (who had thus, from the first moment of his entrance, struck in me what I 
can only describe as a disgustful curiosity) was dressed in a fashion that would have 
made an ordinary person laughable; his clothes, that is to say, although they were of 
rich and sober fabric, were enormously too large for him in every measurement - the 
trousers hanging on his legs and rolled up to keep them from the ground, the waist of 
the coat below his haunches, and the collar sprawling wide upon his shoulders. Strange 
to relate, this ludicrous accoutrement was far from moving me to laughter. Rather, as 
there was something abnormal and misbegotten in the very essence of the creature 
that now faced me - something seizing, surprising, and revolting - this fresh disparity 
seemed but to fit in with and to reinforce it; so that to my interest in the man's nature 
and character, there was added 
a curiosity as to his origin, his life, his fortune and status in the world. 
 These observations, though they have taken so great a space to be set down in, were 
yet the work of a few seconds. My visitor was, indeed, on fire with sombre excitement. 
 "Have you got it?" he cried. "Have you got it?" And so lively was his impatience that 
he even laid his hand upon my arm and sought to shake me. 
 I put him back, conscious at his touch of a certain icy pang along my blood. "Come, 
sir," said I. "You forget that I have not yet the pleasure of your acquaintance. Be seated, 
if you please." And I showed him an example, and sat down myself in my customary 
seat and with as fair an imitation of my ordinary manner to a patient, as the lateness of 
the hour, the nature of my pre-occupations, and the horror I had of my visitor, would 
suffer me to muster.  
 
 

 
Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson use Hyde’s physical appearance to create a sense of 
terror? 
 
Write about: 

• how Stevenson uses Hyde’s physical appearance to create terror in this extract 
• how Stevenson uses Hyde’s physical appearance to create terror in the novel as a whole. 

(30 marks) 
 



Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
 
Read the following extract from Chapter 10 and then answer the question that follows. 
 
In this extract Dr Jekyll provides his full statement of the case and explains what happened. 
 

The most racking pangs succeeded: a grinding in the bones, deadly nausea, and a horror of 
the spirit that cannot be exceeded at the hour of birth or death. Then these agonies began 
swiftly to subside, and I came to myself as if out of a great sickness. There was something 
strange in my sensations, something indescribably new and, from its very novelty, incredibly 
sweet. I felt younger, lighter, happier in body; within I was conscious of a heady 
recklessness, a current of disordered sensual images running like a millrace in my fancy, a 
solution of the bonds of obligation, an unknown but not an innocent freedom of the soul. I 
knew myself, at the first breath of this new life, to be more wicked, tenfold more wicked, 
sold a slave to my original evil; and the thought, in that moment, braced and delighted me 
like wine. I stretched out my hands, exulting in the freshness of these sensations; and in the 
act, I was suddenly aware that I had lost in stature.  
    There was no mirror, at that date, in my room; that which stands beside me as I write, 
was brought there later on and for the very purpose of these transformations. The night 
however, was far gone into the morning--the morning, black as it was, was nearly ripe for 
the conception of the day--the inmates of my house were locked in the most rigorous hours 
of slumber; and I determined, flushed as I was with hope and triumph, to venture in my new 
shape as far as to my bedroom. I crossed the yard, wherein the constellations looked down 
upon me, I could have thought, with wonder, the first creature of that sort that their 
unsleeping vigilance had yet disclosed to them; I stole through the corridors, a stranger in 
my own house; and coming to my room, I saw for the first time the appearance of Edward 
Hyde.  
    I must here speak by theory alone, saying not that which I know, but that which I suppose 
to be most probable. The evil side of my nature, to which I had now transferred the 
stamping efficacy, was less robust and less developed than the good which I had just 
deposed. Again, in the course of my life, which had been, after all, nine tenths a life of 
effort, virtue and control, it had been much less exercised and much less exhausted. And 
hence, as I think, it came about that Edward Hyde was so much smaller, slighter and 
younger than Henry Jekyll. Even as good shone upon the countenance of the one, evil was 
written broadly and plainly on the face of the other. Evil besides (which I must still believe 
to be the lethal side of man) had left on that body an imprint of deformity and decay. And 
yet when I looked upon that ugly idol in the glass, I was conscious of no repugnance, rather 
of a leap of welcome. This, too, was myself. It seemed natural and human. In my eyes it 
bore a livelier image of the spirit, it seemed more express and single, than the imperfect and 
divided countenance I had been hitherto accustomed to call mine. And in so far I was 
doubtless right. I have observed that when I wore the semblance of Edward Hyde, none 
could come near to me at first without a visible misgiving of the flesh. This, as I take it, was 
because all human beings, as we meet them, are commingled out of good and evil: and 
Edward Hyde, alone in the ranks of mankind, was pure evil 
 

 
Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson deal with the theme of dual nature? 
 
Write about: 

• how Stevenson deal with the theme of dual nature in this extract 
• how Stevenson deal with the theme of dual nature in the novel as a whole. 

(30 marks) 
 


