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Key Stage 3 

Key Stage 4 

John Powell: How Music Works: A listener’s guide to harmony, keys, 
broken chords, perfect pitch and the secrets of a good tune 

ABRSM: Music Theory Grade 1 and 2 
Giles Oakley: The Devil’s Music:  A History of the Blues 
Mervyn Cooke: A History of Film Music 
Dave Stewart: The Musician’s Guide to Reading and Writing Music 
 
You can also read any other musician’s guide book. 

Philip Ball: The Music Instinct: How Music Works and Why We Can’t Do 
Without It 

Oliver Sacks: Musicophilia 
Vikram Seth: An Equal Music 

Rob Young: Electric Eden 
Inayat Khan: The Mysticism of Sound 

Simon Parkes: Night at the Brixton Academy 
Jennifer Egan: A Visit from the Goon Squad 

Dave O’ Leary: The Music Book 


