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 I can fluently read notation on the treble clef  

 I can read notation from the bass clef with confidence  

 I can perform a melody and chord accompaniment using the correct finger positions and  

techniques from staff notation 

 I can perform T4 - ‘Pachelbel’s Cannon’ with the ground bass accompaniment  

 I can compose and perform interesting melodic variations  

 My performance is fluent, using the correct notes in the correct pitch and at a consistent tempo 

with no gaps or pauses between chord changes  

 Music Year 8: Musical Variations & Further Keyboard Skills    
This unit looks at the foundations of melodic composition and variation 
with a focus on ground bass and Pachelbel’s Cannon and developing hand 
independence  

What Went Well (WWW) 
 

 

Homework Task –  

1) Write a paragraph 
evaluating your own 
variation performance 

Yes / No 

End of cycle assessment –  
 
2 handed keyboard 
performance of Pachelbel’s 
Cannon 
  
Teacher Comments –  
 6

 

 I can transcribe music from the treble clef without assistance  

 I can transcribe notation from the bass clef without assistance  

 I can perform a melody with a single note bass (Left Hand) accompaniment with the  

correct finger technique 

 I can perform Pachelbel’s Cannon with the chordal accompaniment (T3) 

 I can apply variation techniques to a melodic line 

 My performance was mostly fluent, using the correct notes in the correct pitch’s there  

may be small pauses in-between chord changes  

 

 

Even Better If (EBI) 
 

 

4
/5

 

 I can transcribe notation from the treble clef using the diagram 

 I can transcribe notation from the Bass clef using the bass clef diagram 

 I can name and define 2 of the variation techniques  

 I can perform Pachelbel’s Cannon with single note accompaniment  

 I can perform using the correct notes in the correct pitch. There may be  

 gaps/pauses in-between core note changes  

 

Teacher Assessed Grade 
Please circle 

Suggested reading 
ABRSM music theory 
grade 2 
Career focus 
 

SAE AE E BE SBE 

My GCSE target 
grade is 
 

Assessment 
Grade 

Key Words / vocabulary. 
 
Chords, Transcribe, Retrograde, Melodic Inversion, Pitch, Melody, Treble and Bass Clef, Variation, Staff Notation,  



Yr.8 Cycle 2 Unit 6 
7

 t
o

 9
 

  I can explain how mood is created (key) in a piece of music and it importance in tone poems  

 I can create a musically imaginative brief that uses key concepts studied to plan out my 

composition 

 I can compose musically interesting ideas that develop throughout. These ideas will successfully 

portrait my designed planet using a variety of different pitches, dynamics and instrumental 

colours  

 I can write a detailed analysis of my piece highlighting key concepts and how they have been used 

effectively in aid of the description of my planet. I will talk about tempo, dynamics, pitch, melody, 

accompaniment  

 Music Year 8: Tone Poems ‘The Planets Suite’  
This unit looks at how music can be used to be descriptive. With a focus 
on Gustav Holst’s ‘The Planets Suite’ composition and performance skills 
will be developed throughout. 

What Went Well (WWW) 
 

 

Homework Task –  

1) Research Task for  
Gustav Holst 

Yes / No 

End of cycle assessment –  
Planet composition 
 
Teacher Comments –  
 

6
 

 I can describe how music can be used as a descriptive device using the correct terminology   

 I can describe the mood of a piece of music and define the features that help create it 

 I can create a brief that successfully matches the characteristics of my designed planet using most 

of the key concepts studied  

 I can compose original ideas that successfully describe the attributes of my planet  

 I can write a detailed description of my piece relating my ideas to my designed planet 

competently  

 

 

Even Better If (EBI) 
 

 

4
/5

 

 I can define the term ‘Tone Poem’ 

 I can describe the tempo and dynamics of a piece of music  

 I can identify a mood/feeling within a piece of music  

 I can create a simple brief for a tone poem style composition that uses some of the studied 

concepts 

 I can compose with assistance, simple musical ideas (single note melodies with basic 

accompaniment) that helps to portray my designed planet 

 I can write a paragraph describing how my piece matches my planet creation using musical 

language  

 

Teacher Assessed Grade 
Please circle 

Suggested reading 
1) ABRSM music theory 
grade 2 
Career focus 
Musical composer 
(brief compositions) 

SAE AE E BE SBE 

My GCSE target 
grade is 

 
 

Assessment 
Grade 

Key Words / vocabulary. 
Tone Poem, composition, dynamics, mood, expression, instrumentation,   
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 Explain the core characteristics of the three key musical elements found within the genre  

(Raga scales, Drone, Tala)  

 Compose more complex improvisation patterns from set Raga scales. These may include a range 

greater than one octave, a variety of rhythmic ideas, note jumps and leaps, a good sense of 

phrases and melodic design (sound tuneful), attention to note accents. 

 Compose a stylistically appropriate series of Raga Scales with improvised ideas 

 Compose a stylistically appropriate series of Tala cycles with improvised ideas 

 Lead a group through a Indian classical inspired composition and performance. Focusing on 

structure, performers part awareness, use of dynamics and accents, use of the key musical 

features and appropriate mood generation.  

 

 Music Year 8: Indian Classical Music   
Exploration of Indian musical tradition. A focus on Raga and the art of 
improvisation within the Rag structure, all developing composition skills  

What Went Well (WWW) 
 
 

Homework Task –  

1) Research and answer 
questions on the Indian 
Classical composer Ravi 
Shankar 

Yes / No 

End of cycle assessment –  
 
 
Teacher Comments –  

6
 

 Describe the core characteristics of the three key musical elements found within the genre  

(Raga scales, Drone, Tala) 

 Compose simple improvisations from set Raga scales that may have limited movement/scalic, lack 

of rhythmic changes, little attention to note accents. 

 Compose more interesting Raga inspired scales with simple improvisation 

 Compose and perform an appropriate Tala cycle with simple improvisation 

 Take a more leading role within a group composition and performance (variety of parts 

performed, use of improvisation, attempt to create and appropriate mood)  

 

 

Even Better If (EBI) 
 

4
/5

 

 Identify the core characteristics of the three key musical elements found within the genre  

(Raga scales, Drone, Tala) 

 Name at least one instrument associated with each key element  

 Perform a simple ascending/descending Raga scale on the keyboards accompanied by a drone 

 Compose your own Raga scale 

 Perform an example Tala rhythmic cycle in time 

 Take a supporting  (accompanying) role (non improvised) within a group composition and 

performance  

 

Teacher Assessed Grade 
Please circle 

Suggested reading 
1) In the Hall of the 
Mountain King 
Career focus 
 

SAE AE E BE SBE 

My GCSE target 
grade is 

 
 

Assessment 
Grade 

Key Words / vocabulary. 
Raga scale, Tala, Drone, Alap, Jhor, Jhalla, Gat/Bandish, Sitar, Tambura, Tabla, Improvisation  
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 I can perform virtuosic rhythm lines over a class Samba performance 

 I can perform the 2/3 and 3/2 clave patterns during a small group Samba performance 

 I can compose complex and thought out call and response patterns. 

 I can compose complex syncopated polyrhythms rhythms and perform them effectively 

during a group performance  

 I can MD a group Samba composition and performance  

 I can identify areas that may require improvement in your own work during rehearsal 

and make the changes without teacher assistance     

 Music Year 8: Samba: Cycle 4     
An exploration of the traditions and characterisitics of Brazilian Samba. A 
focus on percussion, timing and structure all played out through group 
composition and performance tasks 

What Went Well (WWW) 

 
Homework Task –  

1) Find images and short 

description of 5 different Samba 

drums. 

2) Write a short paragraph 

about the performance uses of 

Samba music 

Yes / No 

End of cycle assessment –  
 
2 handed keyboard 
performance of Pachelbel’s 
Cannon 
  
Teacher Comments –  
 

6
 

 I can perform the core rhythm as part of a class performance  

 I can perform the 2/3 & 3/2 clave patterns without teacher assistance  

 I can compose simple Call and Response rhythms 

 I can compose and perform syncopated ostinato figures 

 I can contribute to the structure (layout), part separation and the changes that may 

occur in the musical features of a Samba styled group composition 

 

 

Even Better If (EBI) 
 

 

4
/5

 

 I can perform a simple pulse pattern as part of a class performance piece  

 I can copy/mimic a 2/3 and 3/2 clave pattern (teacher led) 

 I can define call and response + echo and perform as part of the core group 

 I can compose and perform simple syncopated rhythms   

 I can provide composition ideas for a Samba styled group  performance  

 I can identify areas of success and areas that could be improved in my own and other 

groups performances 

 

Teacher Assessed Grade 
Please circle 

Suggested reading 
1) ABRSM music theory 
grade 2 
Career focus 

SAE AE E BE SBE 

My GCSE target 
grade is 

Assessment 
Grade 

Key Words / vocabulary. 
Pulse, Rhythm, Ostinato, Polyrhythm, Clave, Tempo, Dynamics, Improvisation, Virtuosic Performance, Call and response, Echo, Master Drummer, Syncopation  
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 I can recognise and explain the mood of a piece of music using musical reasoning and vocabulary 

to back up explanation 

 I can explain the use of themes within films provide musical examples to back up my 

reponses 

 I can rehearse and perform the extended version of the Indiana Jones theme playing freely with 

independence between the two hands using the correct notes and pitches, the correct rhythmic 

phrasing and feel for the piece  

 Music Year 8: Film Music: part 1: cycle 5    
An introduction to film music with a focus on Theme’s and how 
instrumental choice helps to effect the mood of a piece 

What Went Well (WWW) 
 
 

 

Homework Task –  

1) Research and write a 

paragraph about the life and 

career of the composer John 

Williams  

Yes / No 

End of cycle assessment –  
 
Perform Hedwig’s Theme 
from Harry Potter on the 
Keyboard using the correct 
right and left hand 
technique. 
 
Teacher Comments –  
 

6
 

 I can provide an overview analysis of musical themes, correctly linking the style of piece to the 

genre of film 

 I can explain the mood of a piece of music  

 I can rehearse and perform the Indiana jones theme with the chords pattern accompaniment  

 My performance will be moderately fluent with some hesitations between bar/chord 

changes. The melody will sound correct and the overall piece will generate an 

appropriate mood 

 

Even Better If (EBI) 
 

 

4
/5

 

 I can explain why music is used in films giving examples to back up the statements 

 I can recognise the mood of a set musical piece providing a limited explanation as to why the 

music sounds the way that it does 

 I can rehearse and perform the basic version of the Indiana Jones theme. The performance will 

contain a simple single note accompaniment with hesitations and errors in the pitch and rhythmic 

delivery of the notes.   

 

 

Teacher Assessed Grade 
Please circle 

Suggested reading 
ABRSM music theory 
grade 2 
Career focus 
Film music composer 
and editor 

SAE AE E BE SBE 

My GCSE target 
grade is 

Assessment 
Grade 

Key Words / vocabulary. 
 
Film Score, Theme, Soundtrack, Dynamics, tempo, Mood, Texture, Accompaniment, Fluent,   
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 I can provide detailed analysis of musical themes, relating to key musical characteristics (tempo, 

dynamics, mood, key) and concepts from the films   

 I can recognise and explain the mood of a piece of music, using musical reasoning and vocabulary 

to back up my explanation 

 I can recognise a change in musical mood providing detailed musical reasoning as to how the 

music portrays a different mood 

 I can rehearse and perform the extended version of the Harry Potter theme playing freely with 

independence between the two hands using the correct notes and pitches, the correct rhythmic 

phrasing and feel for the piece  

 Music Year 8: Film Music: part 2: Cycle 6 
A more detailed look at the world of film music. Including the 
underscore and how themes develop over time. The focus being on the 
Harry Potter series. 

What Went Well (WWW) 
 
 

 

Homework Task –  

1) Rehearse the Harry potter 

piece on at least 2 different 

occasions  

Yes / No 

End of cycle assessment –  
 
Perform Hedwig’s Theme 
from Harry Potter on the 
Keyboard using the correct 
right and left hand 
technique. 
 
Teacher Comments –  
 

6
 

 I can provide a description of musical themes, correctly linking the style of piece to the genre of 

film with reasoning 

 I can explain the mood of a piece of music using musical terminology  

 I can recognise a change in musical mood and provide a simple explanation as to how the music 

portrays a different mood 

 I can rehearse and perform the Harry Potter theme with the chord/bass pattern accompaniment.  

 This performance may contain some hesitancy but will have a generally good flow using 

the correct notes and values   

 

Even Better If (EBI) 
 

 

5
 

 I can explain why music is used in films giving examples to back up the statements 

 I can recognise the mood of a set musical piece providing a limited explanation as to why the 

music sounds the way that it does 

 I can recognise the change in mood in a musical piece 

 I can recognise and state similarities and differences between different versions of a film theme 

 I can rehearse and perform the basic version of the Harry Potter theme. This performances will 

contain a simple single note accompaniment with frequent note placement and rhythmic errors   

 

 

Teacher Assessed Grade 
Please circle 

Suggested reading 
ABRSM music theory 
grade 2 
Career focus 
Film music composer 
and editor 

SAE AE E BE SBE 

My GCSE target 
grade is 

Assessment 
Grade 

Key Words / vocabulary. 
 
Film Score, Theme, Soundtrack, Dynamics, tempo, Mood, Texture, Accompaniment, Fluent,   
 

 


