
Year 7 Curriculum Plan 

In Year 7 students study a range of different topics which focus on providing them with the skills they will need throughout their school life. 

Students begin the Accelerated Reader programme which allows for individual progress across a range of literacy skill areas, as well as 

developing their reading skills through other literacy sessions. Year 7 will focus on building confidence in analysis and creative writing through 

close reading of texts, use of drama, and spoken language presentations.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Year 7 Curriculum Plan 

7 Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Cycle 3 Cycle 4 Cycle 5 Cycle 6 

Content Non-fiction: Culture and Identity 
 

 Types of article (news, feature, new 
journalism) 

 Compare: how writers present their 
ideas, views, opinions 

 Writing: reproducing phrasing and 
structure 

Introduction to 
Shakespeare 
 

 Look at form 

 Explore dramatic 
methods 

 Look at production 
choices (effect of writer/ 
director’s methods) 

Short stories: 
Raymond’s Run 
 
•   Evaluate 
•   Explore language and    
    structure 
•   identify the writer’s  
    purpose 

Play:  Frankenstein 

 The Gothic genre 

 Explore Dramatic 
methods 

 Look at Gothic 
extracts 

 Explore language and 
structure 

 

Performance Poetry 

 Identify Poetic Devices 

 Identify purpose/ideas 

 Identify presentation of 
ideas 

 Read poems by 
Michael Rosen, John 
Agard, Imtiaz Dharker 

AO link 
to GCSE 

LIT P1 - Analysis 
of an extract 
 

LANG P2– Writing 
a speech 
 

LIT P1 – Analysis of an 
extract. 
LANG P2-  Writing a 
review 

LANG P2 – Evaluation 
of an extract 

LIT P2- Analysis of an 
extract 
LANG P2- Writing a 
speech 

SLE/LIT P2 - 
Verbal discussion of a 
poem  

SKILL 
LANG 
LIT 

Analysis of 
Language and  
Structure 

Transactional/ 
Imaginative 
Writing 

Analysis of Language, 
Structure and Form 
Transactional/ 
Imaginative Writing 

Evaluation Analysis of Language, 
Structure and Form 
Transactional/ 
Imaginative Writing 
 

Analysis of Language, 
Structure and Form 

Literature 
Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel (analysis of a 
selected extract) 
Paper 2 Modern Texts and Poetry (analysis of studied text, 
comparative analysis of two poems, and analysis and comparative 
analysis of unseen poems) 
 

Language  
Paper 1 Fiction and Imaginative Writing (analysis and evaluation of 
an unseen extract and writing to describe, explain or entertain) 
Paper 2 Non-fiction and Transactional Writing (comparative 
Analysis and evaluation of two unseen extracts and writing to 
review, argue, persuade or advise)   
 

SLE – Spoken Language Endorsement (individual presentation) 

How you can support your child outside of lessons: 

 Read through classwork and assessment feedback with them 

 Support wider reading 

 Engage with educational websites such as:  

         - BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv 
- Sparknotes https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/ 

 

 Encourage opportunities to write creatively e.g reviews of films, 

books, games, trips 



Year 8 Curriculum Plan 

The Year 8 curriculum aims to develop the skills that are introduced at Year 7 by looking at more challenging novels and plays and encouraging 

a more in-depth analysis of Shakespearean drama.  In guided reading lessons, the boys continue their progress both on Accelerated Reader and 

in literacy.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Curriculum Plan 

8 Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Cycle 3 Cycle 4 Cycle 5 Cycle 6 

Content Drama: Coram Boy 
 

 Look at presentation 
of character 

 Identify 
themes/ideas/context 

 Focus on language, 
structure and form 
(effect of writer/ 
director’s dramatic 
methods) 
 

Victorian Novel: Oliver Twist  
 

 Focus on Victorian writing style 
through language and structure 

 Focus on Victorian social concerns 

 Introduce form through Intrusive 
narrator 
 
 

Non-fiction: Media  
 

 Types of article (news, 
feature, new 
journalism) 

 Comparing: how to 
write 

Writing: reproducing 
phrasing and structure 

Shakespeare: Twelfth 
Night 
 

 Look at presentation 
of character 

 Identify themes/ideas 

 Focus on language, 
structure and form 
(effect of writer/ 
director’s dramatic 
methods) 

Poetry: Poems from 
other Cultures 
  

 Focus on devices 
used to present ideas 

 Identify purpose/ideas 

 Blessing, Island Man; 
Presents from My 
Aunt in Pakistan. 

AO link 
to GCSE 

LIT P1 - Analysis of an 
extract 
 

LANG P2– 
Writing a letter 
 

LIT P1 – Analysis of 
an extract. 

LANG P2 – Evaluation of 
an extract 

LIT P2- Analysis of an 
extract 
 

SLE/LIT P2 - 
Verbal discussion of a 
poem  

SKILL 
LANG 
LIT 

Analysis of Language 
and  Structure 

Transactional/ 
Imaginative 
Writing 

Analysis of 
Language, Structure 
and Form 
 

Evaluation Analysis of Language, 
Structure and Form 
 

Analysis of Language, 
Structure and Form 

Literature 
Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel (analysis of a 
selected extract) 
Paper 2 Modern Texts and Poetry (analysis of studied text, 
comparative analysis of two poems, and analysis and comparative 
analysis of unseen poems) 
 

Language  
Paper 1 Fiction and Imaginative Writing (analysis and evaluation of 
an unseen extract and writing to describe, explain or entertain) 
Paper 2 Non-fiction and Transactional Writing (comparative 
Analysis and evaluation of two unseen extracts and writing to 
review, argue, persuade or advise)   
 

SLE – Spoken Language Endorsement (individual presentation) 

How you can support your child outside of lessons: 

 Read through classwork and assessment feedback with them 

 Support wider reading 

 Engage with educational websites such as:  

         - BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv 
- SparkNotes https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/ 

 

 Encourage opportunities to write creatively e.g reviews of films, 

books, games, trips 



Year 9 Curriculum Plan 

The Year 9 curriculum is designed to familiarise students with the requirements of GCSE English Language and English Literature. The course 

includes a ‘mini GCSE’ after Christmas that formally welcomes students into KS4 learning and shapes their understanding of the exam 

requirements.  The final three cycles focus on core GCSE skills and content: Poetry from the AQA Anthology, GCSE Language Paper 2 ‘mini 

GCSE’, and finally a Shakespeare play.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Year 9 Curriculum Plan 

9 Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Cycle 3 Cycle 4 Cycle 5 Cycle 6 

Content 20th Century: Of Mice 
and Men. 
 

 Reading ‘through’ 
(e.g. Presentations 
of Curley’s Wife) 

 Cyclical structure 
Writer’s purpose 

19th and 20th Century 
Extracts 
 

 Windrush/ 
Sharecroppers 

 Dustbowl/ Victorian 
workers 
Suffragettes/ 
Dagenham 

Mini GCSE: 
Language Paper 1 

 
Preparation for and 
feedback from first 
attempt at English 
Language paper 1 

Poetry Anthology 
 
Develop deep focus on the 
following GCSE poems: 
Checking Out Me History  
Kamikaze;  
War Photographer; 
Remains;  
London.  

Mini GCSE: 
Language Paper 2 
 
Preparation for and 
feedback from first 
attempt at English 
Language paper 2. 

R&J or Macbeth (Lower 
sets) 

 Focus on structure 
and genre of tragedy 
through key scenes  

 Tracking a theme 
through key scenes  

 Exploring stagecraft 

 Develop deeper 
understanding of 
context in preparation 
for Y10. 

AO link 
to GCSE 

LIT P1 - Analysis of 
an extract 
 

LANG P2 – Evaluation 
of an extract 

LANG P1 – 
WHOLE PAPER 

LIT P2/SLE – Comparative 
essay of two poems 
 

LANG P2 – 
WHOLE PAPER 

LIT P1 - 
Extract essay  

SKILL 
LANG 
LIT 

Analysis of Language 
and  Structure 

Evaluation Analysis and 
Evaluation 
Transactional/ 
Imaginative Writing 

Analysis of Language, 
Structure and Form 
 

Comparative 
Analysis and 
Evaluation 
Transactional/ 
Imaginative Writing 
 

Analysis of Language, 
Structure and Form 

Literature 
Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel (analysis of a selected 
extract) 
Paper 2 Modern Texts and Poetry (analysis of studied text, comparative 
analysis of two poems, and analysis and comparative analysis of unseen 
poems) 
 
Language  
Paper 1 Fiction and Imaginative Writing (analysis and evaluation of an unseen 
extract and writing to describe, explain or entertain) 
Paper 2 Non-fiction and Transactional Writing (comparative Analysis and 
evaluation of two unseen extracts and writing to review, argue, persuade or 
advise)   
 

SLE – Spoken Language Endorsement (individual presentation) 

How you can support your child outside of lessons: 

 Read through classwork and assessment feedback with them 

 Support wider reading 

 Engage with educational websites such as:  

         - BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv 
- SparkNotes https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/ 

 

 Encourage opportunities to write creatively e.g reviews of films, 
books, games, trips 



Year 10 Curriculum Plan 

This year covers both Language Papers as well as several core Literature texts: A Christmas Carol (Literature Paper 1), An Inspector Calls, and 

Poetry Anthology and Unseen Poetry (both Literature Paper 2). 

10 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 Victorian Concerns 1890-2012: Continuity and 
Social Change 

Tragedy Poetry and Unseen 

 A CHRISTMAS CAROL (LIT P1B) 

 Plot 

 Structure 

 Identifying themes 

 Identifying writer’s purpose in 
exploring those themes 

 
LANGUAGE PAPER 1 (LANG  P1) 

 Reading Skills: approaching the 
language 

 Context and concerns 

 Story in the style of 

 Descriptive writing  
 

LANGUAGE PAPER  2: 
SECTION B (LANG P 2) 
 

 Letters to MP, speech to 
factory workers 

 Comparing times/situations 

 Evaluating speech with 
reference to TAP 
(Churchill/Obama) 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS (LIT P2A) 

 Structure of tragedy 

 Dramatic features, purpose, effect 

 Social conditions of the time 

 Play 

 Approaching a poem 

 Comparison skills 

 Revision cards for 
quotes/plot/context 

 
Y10 
Ozymandias 
MLD 
Bayonet charge 
Exposure 
Poppies 

Assessment LIT P1B LANG P1  LIT P1B LANG P2 SECTION B 
 

LANG P2, LIT P2A SLE LANG P2, LIT 2 

Skills Literature 

A01,2,3 

 

Literature A01,2,3 

Language A01,2,3,5,6 

Language 5,6 Literature A01,2,3 

Language A01,2,3,4,5,6 

Language 5,6 Literature A01,2,3 

Language A01,2,3,4,5,6 

 

 

  

 

 

 

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel  
40% of the total GCSE (analysis of a selected extract) 
1 hour 45 minutes  
64 marks  
 
Paper 2 Modern Texts and Poetry   
60% of the total GCSE (analysis of studied text, comparative 
analysis of two poems, and analysis and comparative analysis 
of unseen poems) 
2 hours 15 minutes  
96 marks  
 

EDEXCEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Paper 1 Fiction and Imaginative Writing  40% of the total GCSE  
(analysis and evaluation of an unseen extract and writing to describe, explain 
or entertain) 
1 hour 45 minutes   
64 marks  
 

Paper 2 Non-fiction and Transactional Writing  60% of the total GCSE 
(comparative Analysis and evaluation of two unseen extracts and writing to 
review, argue, persuade or advise)   
2 hours and 5 minutes  
96 marks 
 

SLE Spoken Language Endorsement (individual presentation) 



Year 11 Curriculum Plan 

Year 11 will complete the study of the literature texts in Cycles 1 and 2, studying Macbeth (Literature Paper 1).  After Christmas the focus shifts 

to exam skills and revision.  They will undertake 2 full mocks (all 4 exams in exam conditions): one in November, and one in January.  Through 

March and April they will sit several guided and exam-style papers.  They will revise the Literature texts and Language paper skills.   

11 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 Tragedy: Critiquing Drama Poetry (comparison skills) Revision LIT Revision LAP1 / 2  

 Macbeth 

 Structure of tragedy 

 Meter and character 

 Dramatic features, purpose, effect 

 Context (ideas and concerns, not dates 
per se) 
 

LANGUAGE PAPER 2 A/B 

 Reviews of play/film etc 

 Feature articles: on monarchy, destiny, 
ambition, childlessness? 

 Travel writing (Scotland?!) 
 

 Teach remaining poems in 
comparative mode 

 Teach approach to writing 

 Teach unseen (approach to all 
poems) 

 
Y11 
Tissue 
Storm on the Island 
The Prelude 
Charge of the Light Brigade 
The Emigree 
 

 Recap of Y9 poems 

 ACC 

 AIC 

 Macbeth 

  

Assessment End of Sept Drop down: ACC/Macbeth 
LIT: Macbeth/Poetry/Unseen 

 
NOV MOCKS: LIT P1/LANG P2 

JAN MOCKS:  
LIT P2 LANG P1 

MARCH MOCKS: ALL ALL PAST PAPERS  

Skills Literature A01,2,3 

Language A01,2,3,4,5,6 

Literature A01,2,3 

Language A01,2,3,5,6 

Literature A01,2,3 

Language A01,2,3,4,5,6 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

AQA GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel  
40% of the total GCSE (analysis of a selected extract) 
1 hour 45 minutes  
64 marks  
 
Paper 2 Modern Texts and Poetry   
60% of the total GCSE (analysis of studied text, comparative 
analysis of two poems, and analysis and comparative analysis 
of unseen poems) 
2 hours 15 minutes  
96 marks  
 

EDEXCEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Paper 1 Fiction and Imaginative Writing  40% of the total GCSE  
(analysis and evaluation of an unseen extract and writing to describe, explain or 
entertain) 
1 hour 45 minutes   
64 marks  
 

Paper 2 Non-fiction and Transactional Writing  60% of the total GCSE 
(comparative Analysis and evaluation of two unseen extracts and writing to 
review, argue, persuade or advise)   
2 hours and 5 minutes  
96 marks 
 

SLE Spoken Language Endorsement (individual presentation) 



TARGET GRADES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What can I do to make sure that my child is on the right track to achieving or exceeding their target grade? 
 

 Please look through their book and discuss teacher and peer feedback 

 Help your child with your homework 

 Contact your child’s teacher.     

If your child is targeted Grade 4: 
 
This means that at the end of Key 
Stage 4 they should be able to: 
 make straightforward comments 

about explicit meanings of texts 

 describe straightforward aspects 
of language, form or structure 

 make general references to 
obvious details of texts 

 show awareness that texts are 
related to contexts 

 make basic links between texts 

 

If your child is targeted Grade 5/6: 
 
This means that at the end of Key 
Stage 4 they should be able to: 
 develop a generally coherent and 

engaged response to explicit and 
implicit meanings of texts 

 develop a clear understanding of 
the ways in which writers use 
language, form and structure 

 use appropriate quotes to support 
responses 

 use understanding of contexts 
and apply them to responses 
where appropriate 

 make relevant comparisons 
between texts 

 

If your child is targeted Grade 7/8/9: 
 
This means that at the end of Key 
Stage 4 they should be able to: 
 sustain a convincing, informed 

personal response to explicit and 
implicit meanings of texts 

 sustain a perceptive critical 
analysis of the ways in which 
writers use language, form and 
structure 

 use judicious and well-integrated 
quotes to develop personal 
responses 

 show perceptive understanding of 
how contexts shape texts and 
responses to texts 

 make illuminating comparisons 
between texts 

 


