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Re: Summer Holiday learning access* 
 
Dear Parent, Carer and Student,  

 
 

 
English has endeavoured to provide weekly lessons that covered the last three cycles of  
the term, and a project, with teachers being available for contact via email or other online  
platforms such as Google Classroom. As the term ends, we would like to say thank you for  
your support during this uncertain time, by encouraging engagement. We understand that  
this may have been a challenge for some of you.  
 
Students will still have access to the work as the portal will remain open all summer. If you  
would like some additional work, please look in the portal as some of the units have additional  
units that have also been structured weekly.  
 
English would advise that you look at the website which will be updated with the new curriculum  
so that you will know what students will be studying when they return. There is a KS3 reading list  
and we would also recommend these useful websites: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize (useful daily lessons) 
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com (offering online summer courses) 
http://poetrystation.org.uk (offering recorded performances of poems) 
 
Thank you again for your support. We hope that you have a restful summer, and we look forward to 
seeing our students again in September. 
 
Warm regards, 
The English Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*This letter was emailed out on Wednesday 22nd July 
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FAQ Frequently Asked Questions about accessing English resources from Norlington Portal over the 
Summer holidays. 

 
My son doesn’t have either their exercise book or the novel/short story/poems/play that they are 
studying, what can they do? 
 
There are lesson and resources folders for each unit of work. Some of these resources will include 
specific texts so that you don’t miss out. 

 
 
There’s a lot of stuff there, do they have to do all of it? 
 
We’ve made clear the expectations for all of our students. This does not mean that there is undue 
pressure on you to do everything. However, it is important for students to feel prepared for the routine 
and rigour of being back in a classroom setting. 
 
 
There’s a lot of stuff there, where do they start? 
 
We’ve made clear guidelines for all year groups that detail the units of work and give further details on 
resources. The guidelines are a good place to start before looking into the unit folders. 
 
Students should work from Cycle 4 to 6. Lessons have been placed in labelled weekly folders for ease.  
 
 
Do they have to submit work, and will they receive feedback? 
 
As a core subject, we would be expecting our students to have engaged with the resources. 
 
With learning platforms such as Google Classroom and Seneca there has been an opportunity for tasks to 
be given out and work to be submitted. If work is being engaged with over the summer holiday, feedback 
will be given when they return in September. 
 
 
Will I need Microsoft Office to access the resources? 
 
Not necessarily. We have duplicated our resources into PDFs for easy access in terms of viewing and 
printing – however, as a PDF you will not be able to type directly onto it, unless you have specific 
software. 
 
 
What if the computer breaks down, and they don’t have their book, how should they complete the 
work? 
 
Use a writing pad (you might be able to get this from a local supermarket), or a mobile phone could be 
used to make notes (there is an already installed Notes app).  
 

 
Can I just use websites and YouTube videos instead of the work you have provided? 
 
Yes, you can use these as additional resources, however, we are still expecting engagement with the 
lessons and resources provided. 

 
 



 
I think that my son needs more work! 
 
For additional work, please look in the portal as some of the units have additional units that have also 
been structured weekly. There is a KS3 reading list and we would also recommend these useful websites: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize (useful daily lessons) 
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com (offering online summer courses) 
http://poetrystation.org.uk (offering recorded performances of poems) 
 
 
How does my son get onto the learning platforms such as Google Classroom and Seneca? 
 
Teachers have sent out emails with clear instructions. Please be aware that not all teachers have used 
Google Classroom or Seneca. Please check the bulletin for details. 
 
 
 
Interaction with teachers on the learning platforms will now be active after the Summer Holidays and 
during term time. 

 


