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30th August 2022 
JH/REM 

 
1. General Update 
2. Start of school 
3. Dropping/Picking students up outside school 
4. Punctuality and Attendance 
5. Uniform 
6. Electronic Devices (including mobile Phones) 
7. Calendar and Key Dates 

    
Dear Parent/Carer  
 
I hope you and yours are well at this time. 
It is with great pleasure we welcome your son back to school. We hope the summer has been good for 
everybody.  
 

1. General Update  
GCSE and A-level  
The school achieved pleasing GCSE and A-Level results following the disruptive COVID period. Key GCSE 
performance measures for 2021/22 of 59% Level 5+ English and Maths and 76% Level 4+ English and Maths 
hold up well against local and national comparisons. 1 in 4 grades students achieved 5+ Level 7 to 9 and 11% 
achieved at least 8 subjects at level 7 to 9.  Half of all students achieved level 7 to 9 and 70% of all Computer 
Science grades were Level 7 to 9.   
 
Our A-level results were also strong with 1 in 4 of all grades at A+/A and 55% of grades at A+ to B. This 
compares very favourably with previous school performance and national outcomes. At present 33% of 
students have been accepted into to Russell Group university. This is well above national figures in a 
challenging university recruitment round. At present we have the highest number of students starting in year 
12. 
   
Building Programme  
We are expecting the building project to be fully completed ready for the students’ return. This means 
students will have access to a new library (LRC) and the 6th form will have its own dedicated area. The new gym 
and classrooms are already widely used, as is the arches which now form the fitness suites (cardio and 
strength training). 32 new double-glazed windows have also been installed at the back of the school.  
Delivery issues has meant some the ICT upgrades have been delayed. We are hoping to complete this work as 
soon as possible.  
   

2. Start of School  
 

Year 7: Students have an initial induction session on Wednesday 31st August followed by normal 
school strating at 8:45 on Thursday 1st September. Students should line up on the front playground  
Year 8 to 11 & 13: Students to arrive for 8:45 on Thursday 1st September. Students should line up on the back 
playground.  
Year 12: Students should attend the induction session as directed on Wednesday 31st August before starting 
formally on Thursday 1st September at 8:45.  
 



 
 

3. Dropping/picking up from the school gates  
The front of the school remains an issue for dropping off and picking up students. We are working with 
Waltham Forest exploring options to make the area safer. This includes the option of creating a School Street 
(shutting off parts of Norlington Road) during school drop off and pick up times.  
We are asking parents/carers to avoid using the front of the school when dropping and picking students up.  
 
If approaching the school from Hainault Road, please ask your son to meet you further up the road, away from 
the school. We shall update parents on any proposed formal changes.  
 

4. Punctuality and Attendance  
The school received several holiday requests before the summer break. The school cannot sanction students 
missing school for travel/holidays except in the most extenuating circumstances. While the school recognises 
that flight costs rise during school non-term time, this is not a reason that can be accepted for students 
missing school. All students need to be back at school as set out in the Start of School section. 
 
Students must arrive to school by 8:45am at the very latest. They should aim to be in school well before this 
to ensure they are not late. If a student is late to school, including if he is dropped off late by parents/carers, 
he will need to attend a detention that week. The more times he is late during the week, the longer the 
detention will be.  

It is vital students both attend school and arrive on time. 
 
 

5. Uniform 
All students are expected to be in uniform at all times. This includes a; 

• school blazer 

• school tie 

• white shirt 

• black trousers.  

• Black shoes. Please note, the school does not accept trainer type shoes or heavy boots. Students 
are allowed to bring trainers to school to wear during break/lunch if they wish to play sport. 

 
Students will be expected to wear P.E. kit during P.E. lessons. This includes the school P.E. top (linked to their 
house) and plain black shorts. As more P.E. is taking place offsite, the school is introducing a school tracksuit 
top (students may also purchase the track suit bottoms or wear plain black tracksuit bottoms). Shorts must be 
worn at all times during P.E.  lessons. 
 
The new tracksuit will be rolled out to students over the coming months and, as with all our uniform, is sold at 
cost. The school makes no money from the sale uniform with costs are kept as low as possible. 
 
All uniform purchases can be made through the school office with payment via ParentPay. 
 

6. Electronic devices (including mobile phones) in school 
A review of the electronic devices usage, including mobile phones, policy (forming part of the student 
behaviour policy) has been completed by governors towards the end of last year. Following the review, the 
school wrote to parents and updated the behaviour policy. I have reiterated the changes to the policy again 
below. 
 
When considering any changes to this policy the governors and senior staff always reflect on the fact that the 
majority of students follow the school expectations with electronic devices. While some schools have banned 
these devices entirely, we do not believe this is fair on those who behave appropriately. 
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As part of the behaviour policy any ‘abuse/aggression towards peer(s)’, could lead to sanctions including 
detention, internal, temporary or permanent exclusion from school. It also states that ‘abuse/aggression 
towards peer or staff includes verbal bullying and through social media or electronic devices’. Further, ‘the 
school reserves the right to review all electronic devices, including content, brought onto the premises by 
students if there is a suspicion of inappropriate usage.’ 
 
Previously; 

• students were allowed to bring electronic devices, including mobile phones, into school and used them 
during break and lunchtimes. 

• All electronic equipment remains entirely the responsibility of students 

• Inappropriate usage of electronic devices, such as using them in classrooms, could lead to them be 
confiscated and, dependent upon the incident; 

o returned at the end of the day 
o returned to a parent/carer who must come in and collect the electronic device 
o a review of the content (including any messages or pictures) of the electronic device 
o students being banned from bringing electronic devices to school 

 
All these expectations were designed to ensure all students are safe. We are now updating these following 
incidents at several local schools and guidance from the DfE. These include; 

• The student is entirely responsible for what is on his electronic device.  

• A student’s electronic device may be reviewed at any time if it comes onto the school site in the same 
way that a bag may be searched. 

• ‘Abuse/aggression towards peer or staff includes verbal and through social media or electronic devices’ 
will also include being complicit in this abuse. This includes keeping/sharing messages/images of 
students/staff. 

• Under no circumstances are images or recordings of students/member of staff allowed on the school 
grounds or whilst on school business.  

• No image/recording may be kept/shared of any member of staff. This applies to social media as well as 
individual electronic devices. 

• No image/recording should be kept/shared of any student without that student’s express permission. 
It is the responsibility of the student to ensure they have this permission. 

 
These updates will have a very limited impact on the majority of students and are designed entirely to 
continue to keep our students and staff safe. We do advise all parents/carers to check their sons’ phones on a 
regular basis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
7. Calendar and Key dates 

Please find at the end of this letter the calendar for the academic year.  
 
Please note a small change to the calendar sent previously with the first professional development day moving 
from Monday 3rd October to Monday 10th October. 
 
I would also remind year 11 & 13 that the mock / external exams take place during the second week of the 
October ½ term. All students in year 11 & 13 will be expected to attend school for the week beginning 31st 
November. This week will still be ½ term for all others students. 
 
 
Thank you for your continuing support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr J Hernandez 
Principal 
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Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

Sep-22 a 31 1 2

b 5 6 7 8 9

a 12 13 14 15 16

b 19 20 21 22 23

a 26 27 28 29 30

10th Oct P.D. day Oct b 3 4 5 6 7

a 10 11 12 13 14

b 17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28

Nov 31 1 2 3 4

a 7 8 9 10 11

b 14 15 16 17 18

a 21 22 23 24 25

b 28 29 30 1 2

Dec a 5 6 7 8 9

b 12 13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23

26 27 28 29 30

Jan-23 a 2 3 4 5 6

b 9 10 11 12 13

a 16 17 18 19 20

b 23 24 25 26 27

Feb a 30 31 1 2 3

b 6 7 8 9 10

13 14 15 16 17

a 20 21 22 23 24

March b 27 28 1 2 3

a 6 7 8 9 10

b 13 14 15 16 17

a 20 21 22 23 24

b 27 28 29 30 31

April 3 4 5 6 7

10 11 12 13 14

a 17 18 19 20 21

b 24 25 26 27 28

May a 1 2 3 4 5

b 8 9 10 11 12

a 15 16 17 18 19

b 22 23 24 25 26

June 29 30 31 1 2

a 5 6 7 8 9

b 12 13 14 15 16

a 19 20 21 22 23

b 26 27 28 29 30

July a 3 4 5 6 7

b 10 11 12 13 14

a 17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28

Last day of School 

21st July

 All students start 

on 1st Sept

Norlington School & 6th Form Calendar 2022/2023

24th to 28th Oct                                                               

All Students 1/2 

31st August first 

day for Year 7/12,                                                    

31st to 4th Nov                                                          

Year 11 & 13 Mock 

Exams                                                                          

Year 7,8,9,10 & 12  - 

1/2 Term                                                      


