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NORLINGTON has won special praise from 
Mayor of London Boris Johnson after winning 
entry to an exclusive Gold Club for helping 
pupils flourish academically.

The school is among 95 across the capital 
that have made the grade in the scheme set up 
by Johnson. 

The Gold Club was created in 2013 to re-
ward schools that have helped poorer students 
excel against the odds. 

Members are encouraged to share their win-
ning formula with other schools, by arranging 
visits and seminars, to help prevent children’s 
backgrounds proving a barrier to their success.

Johnson was the first to applaud the 
school on its hard work. 

He said: “Congratulations to Norlington 
School for Boys for its outstanding achieve-
ments and hard work of pupils and staff. 

“London schools are doing well when 
compared to the rest of the country, but each 
of our Gold Club schools is making even 
greater strides with its pupils.

“There is no one-size-fits-all approach to 

raising standards, but we hope other schools 
will be able to benefit as a result of seeing 
what schools like Norlington are doing to 
achieve academic excellence.”

Headteacher John Hernandez said: “We 
are very proud of our recent induction into 
the mayor’s Gold Club. 

“The academic achievement of all our 
boys is at the very core of our work. We be-
lieve they are capable of amazing things and 
year after year they surpass even our high ex-
pectations. 

“The award from the mayor recognises 
the exceptional efforts our staff and students 
make as we realise our goal of being a world-
class institution.”
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Boris praises school 
for Gold Club entry

Year after year 
they surpass 
even our high 
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Merry Christmas and a happy new year

Rewarded: Headteacher John Hernandez says the mayor’s award recognises exceptional efforts of staff and students
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STUDENTS conquered mountains, scaled 
ravines and swam through waterfalls on an 
adventure holiday in Wales.

The Year 8, 9 
and 10 pupils also 
paddled through 
lakes earlier this 
term. 

Jermaine 
Green, Fryderyk 
Abassi, Moham-
mad Tutniwala and Riaz Hussain support-
ed other pupils as group leaders.

The trip focused on helping students 
develop teamwork and leadership skills.

OUR top performing pupils have been re-
warded for their hard work following record-
breaking GCSE exam success. 

Former pupil and England cricketer Graham 
Gooch, MP John Cryer and mayor Saima Mah-
mud handed out awards at a celebration evening 
last September. 

Pupils from each year group were recognised 
for achievements across a range of subjects, as 
well as for qualities including leadership and 
gentlemanly behaviour, at a ceremony held at 
Walthamstow Assembly Hall. 

The Celebration Evening followed confir-
mation Norlington has been rated in the top five 
boys’ comprehensive schools nationally. 

Hassan Bashir, 16, from Leytonstone, picked 
up four gongs including the Headteacher’s 
Award.  

He said: “Norlington is like a family. The 
teachers care about you, not just your academic 
achievement but also if you are happy at the 
school. There is a really good balance.”

Another winner, Kofi Adu Gyamfi, 16, of 
Walthamstow, said: “I was shocked to win the 
award. I’m not big-headed, but teachers have 
said to me that I work very hard with my studies 
and do my best to help other pupils.”

Headteacher John Hernandez said: “We want 
our boys to leave us ready to face the world, to 
be as successful as they can be and ultimately to 
be world class. We want to be world class, that is 
what we are aiming for at Norlington. 

“Although we have done exceptionally well, 

we are not there yet. Because if you are world 
class you are never there, you are always striv-
ing, pushing to do even better.”

Legendary England batsman Gooch handed 
out the Nabil Alam Cricketer of the Year award, 
given in memory of a former pupil, to Mu-
hammed Hussain. 

Gooch said: “It was truly an honour to be able 
to give such a prestigious award out this evening. 

I have had the pleasure of returning to Norling-
ton on a couple of occasions in the last year.”

Cryer, MP for Leyton and Wanstead, said: 
“Norlington is an outstanding school in one of 
the most richly diverse parts of the UK.”

Mayor of Waltham Forest Councillor Mah-
mud said: “This evening is all about celebrating 
what has been, once again, an incredible year at 
Norlington.”

Award winners: Pupils Kofi Adu Gyamfi, left, and Hassan Bashir 

Gooch and mayor 
hand out awards

NORLINGTON pupils spent a day at one of 
the top universities in the world. 

Year 7 and 8 Brilliant Club members 
attended tutorials and wrote a 1,500 
word assignment as part of a visit to 
Cambridge University earlier this term. 

Students who took part were: Adam 
Sukky, Fares Hedibi, Tofunmi Adebanjo, 
Rafsan Rahman, Adam Blake, Musa 
Eslami, Sean Mullner, Md Ibrahim Mu-
kadam, Azaan Mir, Mohammad Asif, 
Amaan Udhay and Yasin Khan. 

Teacher Ms McPortland said: “All 
students are working extremely hard 
and are focused in their studies.” 

Visit to top 
university

Adventurers

Learning: Pupils visit Cambridge
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Ace pupil reveals top 
tips for exam success

Top marks: Pupil Abdullah Khwaja

BRAINY Abdullah Khwaja, who scored per-
fect marks in his GCSEs, has revealed his top 
tips for exam success. 

The Norlington School sixth-form pupil, 
16, from Leytonstone, achieved a remarkable 
9 A*s and 2 As.

Abdullah, who will study maths, further 
maths, physics and English literature at A-
level,  has now revealed the secret of his suc-
cess in the hope of helping other pupils at the 
school, which is rated in the top five boys’ 
schools nationally. 

His top tips for getting As and A*s include 
treating mock exams seriously, paying atten-
tion to the marking schemes and convincing 
yourself to be interested in all subjects. 

Abdullah said: “Norlington places huge 

importance on knowing the exam. The teach-
ers assess every mark in the exams so you 
know that when you’re sitting in the exam 
room you don’t waste time answering a ques-
tion you haven’t been asked.

“But there are also some things that pupils 
themselves can do to help pass exams. I just 
wanted to help in any way I could with some 
of the stuff I have picked up along the way.”  

EPITOMY
Headteacher John Hernandez said: “Abdullah 
epitomises our ambitions for all Norlington stu-
dent – hard working, thoughtful, a leader and a 
gentlemen, as well as academically successful.”

Please see our Facebook page for a list of 
Abdullah’s top tips. 

PUPILS learnt kitchen craft in our 
Great British Bake Off-inspired cook-
ing competition. The competition was 
judged by some lucky teachers and was 
won by Nansen House.

Nansen champs

Learning: Pupils visit the museum

STUDENT ambassadors have been hailed as a 
“credit to the school” after helping out at Par-
ents’ Evening. 

Year 7 and 8 students acted as tour 
guides for Year 6 pupils and their par-
ents, while older boys helped to dem-
onstrate aspects of each curriculum 
subject. 

Museum fun

Helping out

OUR Year 7 pupils visited the Science Muse-
um for a Learning Outside the Box day.  

Azaan Mir described the trip as the 
highlight of the school year so far. 

He added: “We travelled through the 
different floors and each one brought us 
a different surprise, to our delight.”
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Vote debate

Selected 
for Youth 
Games

Great outdoors: 
Abdushshakoor 
Suleman finished 
fourth in the cross-
country borough 
championships

OUR year 9 and 10 pupils took part in ELBA 
Pinsent Masons’ debating competition. 

The boys went head-to-head with Plashet 
Girls School on the issue of lowering the voting 
age to 16 at the law firm’s global head office in 
Liverpool Street in November. The debate was 
judged by a panel of lawyers including the Right 
Honourable Lord Justice Floyd. 

Despite a strong performance, our pupils 
narrowly lost the debate to Plashet, the eventual 
winners. 

The team was made up of Moonis Atlaf (9R) 
Dawood Noaman (9R), Fred Abassi (10R), Jev-
elle Hibbert (10R), Riaz Hussain (10R) and Ibra-
him Abdulaleem (10R).

SPEEDY sixth-former Abdushshakoor Sule-
man has been chosen to represent Waltham 
Forest at the Essex county Youth Games. 

The invitation comes after an impressive 
fourth-place finish in the cross-country bor-
ough championships in October. 

Abdushshakoor will run against other Lon-
don boroughs and Essex districts at the cham-
pionships at Hylands Park, Chelmsford. 

PRIVILEGE
He said: “It’s a great privilege to be given 
the opportunity to represent the borough 
of Waltham Forest at the upcoming London 
Youth Games. 

“Since the last academic year, I started 
to run for pure enjoyment and health ben-
efits, but it’s a great feeling for that to come 
into an actual result and to gain the opportu-
nity to compete at a higher level. 

Ibadullah Lugmani led the Year 8 team 
home to a good finish at the same competition.

PUPILS Josh Ekwebelem, 
Jevan Altius and Fudhail 
Kelali examined a riverbed 
load during a geography 
field trip. 

The group were among 
75 Year 11 pupils to take 
measurements at Debden 
Brook and River Roding in 
Epping Forest in Septem-
ber as part of their GCSE 
assessment.

Field trip 
river test

Student to run 
for borough
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NEW government figures have revealed Nor-
lington is among the best performing schools 
in the country. 

National statistics released in December 
show the school is rated in the top 2% for 
achievement nationally. 

Headteacher John Hernandez said the 
outstanding results were a testament to the 
hard work of teachers and pupils and sup-
port from parents. 

Norlington pupils were on average at 
least a grade higher than students nationally 
across a range of subjects including French, 
computer science and design and technology.

It comes after the school scored record-
breaking GCSE results, with a quarter of 

students gaining at least five A*/As in tests.
Mr Hernandez said: “We are very proud 

of our students and their achievements. We 
believe in our students, we believe they are 
capable of the extraordinary. For the second 
year in succession Norlington is recognised as 
one of the best schools in the country. 

“This is a testament to the effort, commit-

ment and hard work of the entire Norlington 
family and I continue to be very proud to be 
headteacher of such a great school. 

“I feel very lucky to work with so many 
great staff and students. I look forward to 
guiding Norlington for many more years 
with a clear vision – to provide world-class 
opportunities to our students.”

Chair of Governors Stephen Pierpoint 
added: “We have had another year of fan-
tastic examination results. The great thing 
about Norlington is that every single boy who 
comes here in Year 7 has a fantastic chance of 
being successful. 

“I know our new sixth form will match 
these excellent standards.”

NORLINGTON scooped the top gong at the 
borough sports awards – for the second year in 
a row. 

The cricket team took home the prestigious 
U18 Team of the Year Award at the Waltham 
Forest Sports Awards. The  U15 cricket team, 
who are three times Waltham Forest Champions, 
were also shortlisted. 

Other nominees from the school included the  
table tennis and rowing teams, while head of PE 
Abhay Bygott was recognised for his voluntary 
work and teacher Mary McPortland was in the 
running for Coach of the Year.

Assistant headteacher Paul Hobbs said: “We 
are really pleased that our sporting excellence is 
matching our high academic standards. We have 
been working very closely with Essex CCC and 

recently installed new cricket nets to allow boys 
the best opportunities to succeed. 

“This group of boys are not only very tal-
ented, but they are all role models, too. All of 
them have completed a cricket leadership quali-
fication and have worked with young students 
in the school and in local primary schools. They 
deserve this award for all they have achieved.”

The U18 team are unbeaten for three years 
after scoring victories against top independent 
schools in Essex and East Anglia  

Team captain Najeeb Mirzaman said: “We 
are really pleased with the award, the team has 
a good spirit. We have been given lots of oppor-
tunities to play and be coached to a high level. 
Thank you to Ms McPortland who has worked 
with us for four years.”

Cricket team 
win top award

Having a field day: The U18 cricket team receive the Team of the Year Award

Exam success: Pupils celebrate

Norlington in the top 2% for achievement

Group effort: The boys work as a team

OUR Year 7 pupils took part in a leadership 
camp in Epping Forest earlier in the term. 

The boys enjoyed team-building ex-
ercises including designing a shield for 
their group, an assault course and set-
ting up their own tents, as well as gath-
ering wood for the campfire. 

Fahim Hussain said: “The camp was 
an amazing opportunity for us to bond 
with other people. We learnt how to 
work as a team.”

Later, they enjoyed a barbecue meal 
and hot chocolate around the campfire. 

Adam Beaumont said: “It was an 
awesome camp and I would recommend 
it to everyone.”

Atif Bashir added: “There were lots 
of activities to do, but my favourite one 
was the assault course.”

Learning to 
be leaders
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It is again a pleasure to share our school suc-
cesses with parents and students.  As a school, 
we are committed to providing every student 

with the best possible learning experience. Our 
vision demands we never stop striving to deliver 
world-class opportunities for every student.

The 2015 GCSE results achieved by our 
students build on several years of exceptional 
performance.

 This has been achieved through the dedica-
tion of our teachers, the support of our parents 
and the hard work and effort of our students. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
every member of the Norlington family as we 
look forward to even better results in the future.

Achievements: 
2012  – recognised as the most improved 

school in London in 2012;
2013 – received a letter recognising our 

academic success from the Minister of State for 
Schools;

2014 – We were in the top 1% of all schools 
nationally for progress and in the top five of all 
state boys’ schools nationally;

2014 – We received a second letter recognis-
ing our academic success from the minister; and

Engrossed: Pupils 
learn during one 
of the trips

Message from headteacher 
John Hernandez

2015 – We were awarded Gold Club status 
under a scheme set up by the Mayor of London 
to recognise exceptional schools in the capital. 

2015 Academic Performance Headlines: 
n We had the highest ever number of 

DEVELOPERS L&Q gave our Year 
8 pupils a masterclass in creating and 
developing new homes.

Volunteers at the firm, which is build-
ing 294 new homes at the old Waltham-
stow stadium, split pupils into teams and 
tasked them with pitching a project to 
develop new homes for the community. 

Each pupil was responsible for a differ-

ent role within the team, including design, 
community involvement, environmental 
considerations and sales and marketing. 

After taking advice from the L&Q 
volunteers, the pupils pitched their ideas to 
the judges.  The winners were awarded cer-
tificates. The day-long event was organised 
with the help of East London Business 
Alliance.

Developing knowledge

Reason to celebrate: Exam successes

Exam results built on  
superb performance

Sixth-form pupils are on the road to Russell 
Group universities after visiting some of the 
top education attractions in the capital. 

The Year 12s went to University Fair at the 
Emirates, the Design Museum and King’s Col-
lege. They have also started personal statements 
ahead of university applications next year. 

George Long said: “I like the genuine enthu-
siasm of the teachers, how they are interested in 
the subject, which will help us to become suc-
cessful.” Abdushshakoor Suleman said: “The 
teachers always go the extra mile for us. Not just 
for academic success but to help us develop into 
mature, practical and adaptable human beings.”
n The sixth-form is holding an open evening 
on Thursday 4 February 2016. Deadline for 
applications is 26 February, 2016

students achieving five A*-C grades including 
English and mathematics;
n Our student achievement is in the top 2% 

of schools nationally;
n English, maths, science, design and tech-

nology, computer science, music, art, religious 
studies, ICT and languages all achieved signifi-
cantly above expected when compared against 
national comparisons;
n All student groups achieved above 

expected with 14/16 achieving significantly 
above expected when compared with students 
nationally; and
n 25% of our students achieved five A*/A 

grades, double the national average for boys in 
2014, while one in three students achieved three 
A*/A grades.

Visits help Russell Group uni ambitions


