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Top investors line up 
to back app champs 

  Norlington School newsletter n Summer 2017

STUDENTS from Norlington Sixth Form are 
on the verge of brokering a deal to have their 
app developed after winning a nationwide tech 
competition. 

The team were crowned winners of the Big 
Idea Challenge at a ceremony presided over by 
Prince Andrew at St James’s Palace last week. 

The pupils were successful in The College 
People’s Choice category after scoring the 
most votes for their Neighbourhood App, 
which lets residents know what’s happening 
locally.  

Potential investors include NatWest and 
Microsoft, who are partners with competition 
organisers London Metropolitan University. 

Akramul Islam, 17; Shohaib Naseer, 17; 

Mohammed Azim, 17; and Zain Hussain also 
had mentoring sessions with industry experts 
and had their pitch filmed as part of the 
competition. 

The foursome drummed up support for their 
app by appearing on British Asian TV network 
IQRA. 

Zain said: “We spoke to the competition 
organiser and they said we had a massive spike 
in votes after we appeared on the TV show. 

“We knew that a big part about getting this 
project off the ground is making sure people 
know about it, so marketing is very important. 

“The next step for us is to get this app  
made. There is interest from NatWest and 
Microsoft as they were the partners for this 

project.” On meeting Prince Andrew, Akramul 
added: “It was great because it showed just 
how big an achievement this actually is. This is 
a massive nationwide competition. 

Mohammed said: “A big part of this success 
is down to which school we go to. We always 
say you get much more than an A* when you 
are a student at Norlington. 

“Yes, they make sure you do well 
academically but it is much, much more  
than that. They guide you along a path but  
also show you how you can walk that path 
alone.”

Principal Guya Persaud said: “This is yet 
again another very proud day in the history of 
Norlington School.” 

Royal appointment: The successful Norlington Sixth Form students meet with Prince Andrew after winning the competition
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Clever maths students 
are kings of the capital
THE school is celebrating after being crowned 
London’s finest in a prestigious capital-wide 
maths competition.

The five-strong team took first place in 
the Jack Petchey Count On Us Secondary 
Challenge final for Year 8 and 9 pupils.

The school emerged victorious after beating 
60 London rivals in a series of maths puzzle 
rounds in July.

The pupils had already beaten schools across 
East London in the regional finals in May, 
scoring the most points of all participants.

Pupils who took part were Adam Sukky, 
Hasheer Peeroo, Rafsan Rahman, Muhammad 
Ta-Seen and Zakariyya Jameal, all 12 years 
old.

Last year, the boys came fifth in the finals 
after winning the east London regional final – 
despite being a year younger than most of their 
rival competitors. 

Hasheer, 14, from Leyton, said: “Last year 
we were big underdogs because most of the 
teams were Year 9s. We were a bit disappointed 
last year only to finish fifth so this year we 
were determined to go back to win.

“It was a great feeling to be crowned the 
winners. Knowing that you have beaten lots 
of other schools with lots of very intelligent 
pupils is a very good feeling.

“I would just like to thank our maths 
teachers for being so supportive and helping us 
prepare. Without their help we would not have 
won.” 

Muhammad, 14, from Leyton said: “At a 
school like Norlington they expect you to push 
yourself. 

“Coming fifth is not good enough for us, we 
want to win and make the school proud. I am 
so pleased we were able to do that.

“Having the highest score of any team in the 
first round gave us confidence. We just had to 

YEAR 9 
students 
learned first 
aid and other 
life-saving 
techniques 
during a 
visit from 
the London 
Ambulance 
Service in 
June.

Just capital: the five-strong team who triumphed against their London rivals
make sure we practised very hard for the final 
and we knew we had a good chance to win.”

Principal Mr Persaud said: “To win a 
competition with 60 schools from across 
London competing is truly an astonishing 
achievement. Our students have shown that 

if you apply yourself and make use of your 
academic abilities, you can produce wonderful 
results.

“We are constantly striving for excellence 
at this school and these pupils have now set a 
marker to which other pupils can aspire.”

Pupils 
pick up
first aid
advice
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Hayden digs deeper to 
master politics project 
OUR Brilliant Club students were presented 
with their graduate certificates during a 
prestigious ceremony held at one of the world’s 
top universities. 

The ceremony followed the ten-week 
Brilliant Club political science course, run by 
PHD graduate Sierra Smucker. 

The 12 students from Year 9 and 10 were 
taught about American and British politics 
with a focus on Brexit and the US presidential 
election. 

They then were tasked with writing a  
2,000-word essay answering the question, 
‘Why has there never been a female president 
in the USA?’.  

Year 10 Hayden Amarr achieved the highest 
possible grade, a First. 

He said: “I found the project very interesting 
so it was easy to engage with the topics. 
Obviously, I had never written 
such a lengthy essay before so it 
was a very good challenge.

“The Brilliant Club is 
really great because you go 
a bit deeper into the subject 
than you would in class. 

“It gives you the 
opportunity to push yourself 
and stretch your academic 
abilities, which is always a good 
thing.”

The Year 9 and 10 students travelled to 
Gonville & Caius College in Cambridge in 
May.

Hayden added: “It was a real eye-opener. 

Going to these universities gives you a 
very real sense that you can attend these 

types of institutions. 
“It has made me more determined to 

get really strong grades so that I can go to a 
Russell Group university.” 

Brilliant Club co-ordinator Mary 
McPortland said: “The Brilliant Club stretches 
and challenges very bright students to reach 
beyond the curriculum. 

“To complete a 2,000-word dissertation 

requires resilience and determination and 
pushes students to think about life beyond their 
time at Norlington. 

“The chance to visit the very top universities 
in the country also breaks down a lot of 
barriers for pupils. It helps them believe these 
institutions are not beyond them.”

The Year 7 and 8 Brilliant Club have 
started their six-week project studying 
Literary Theory. They visited Royal Holloway 
University in June.

Exciting trip: Our pupils were treated to a day out at the O2 Arena to watch the British Basketball finals in May.

Top mark: Hayden Amarr achieved a First on the course run by Sierra Smucker
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BRAINY sixth form pupils have won places 
at summer camps run by some of the most 
prestigious universities in the country.

Norlington pupils will get the chance to 
taste life at top universities, including Oxford, 
Imperial College and University College 
London, during week-long placements in July 
and August.

They will take stay on campus while taking 
part in seminars and tutorials, as well as  
getting the chance to meet current pupils and 
lecturers.

Students were offered places after sending 
out application forms and references via 
education charity Sutton Trust.

Year 12 student Akramul Islam, who is 
attending an architecture summer camp at 
University College London, said: “I am really 
excited to be going to UCL. 

“I expect to gain exposure in the field of 
architecture, which will help me expand my 
knowledge of the subject.”

Fellow Year 12 Saram Rashid is attending a 
medicine summer school at Oxford.

He said: “I hope to gain transferrable skills 
I can use in my future studies. I also hope to 
gain experience of life at university.”

Pupils were supported in their application by 
Head of Sixth Form Mr Georgiades, who also 
provided references. 

Other sixth form students who will be  
attending summer camps include Peter 
Kaniyke, Zain Hussain, Ahmad Hossen, Urslan 
Malik and Ali Khan.

Taster: University College London is one of the universities offering summer 
camps for some lucky pupils this year

Lucky pupils head for 
top university camps

STUDENTS spent the week doing 
military drills and tackling an assault 
course while learning about life in the 
British Army. 

Year 10s took part in an action-packed 
residential at the Crowborough Army 
Training Camp in Kent in late May.  

The cadets also tested reaction times for 
bomb disposal, learned first aid and took 
part in military exercises. 

Nana Boateng, William Kyaw, 
Ekrash Nasir, Dawood Noaman, Ishaq 

Mohammed, John Mclarty and Beni 
Ayoke were chosen for the camp for their 
leadership skills.

Nana said: “I really wasn’t certain what 
I wanted to do after I left school but after 
this week I’m almost definitely going to 
join the army.” 

Ms McPortland, who organised the trip, 
said: “Students learned important life 
skills such as leadership and teamwork 
whilst being taught core British values 
such as resilience and determination.” 

By Ali Khan

Students get taste of army life

Driving force: Pupils spent the day learning the latest 
advances in motor vehicle technology during a trip to the 
Nissan Innovation exhibition in May.

Bake off: Year 8 pupils looked forward to testing the end 
result as they cooked up a storm in the kitchen with their 
banana cinnamon muffins at #CookingClub
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Principal will miss the 
school’s family ethos

Shifting landscape: Principal Mr Persaud has seen many changes in education 
during the two decades he has spent at Norlington School

OUR popular principal Guya Persaud has been 
bid a fond farewell after it was announced he 
will retire after 20 years at the school.

Mr Persaud (below) became principal last 
year having worked previously as a deputy and 
will leave Norlington School at the end of the 
academic year.

In retirement, he plans to learn a musical 
instrument and foreign language, spend more 
time with family and friends and dedicate more 
time to charity work.

Before joining Norlington, he taught at four 
other London schools, including Cumberland 

School in nearby 
Newham.

Reflecting 
on his time at 
Norlington, Mr 
Persaud, who lives 
in Hertfordshire, 
said: “The 
educational 
landscape has 
changed hugely in 
the last 20 years. 

“At Norlington, 
there is an 
expectation to 
continually drive 

up standards and exam performance. 
“Yet at this school we have maintained an 

ethos similar to that of a family where you 
support each other to be happy and successful.”

He added: “I will miss most our annual 
achievement assemblies. I genuinely feel 
proud as a member of the family seeing the 
boys growing, developing into gentlemen and 
succeeding. 

“The best part of being at Norlington is 
being with our students – whether that’s in a 
classroom, playground or on a trip. 

“They have given me the privilege of 
teaching them and also learning from them. I 
have been humbled by the warmth and respect 
they have always shown me. 

“I have taught in five schools throughout 

Learning curve: Year 6 students 
joining us in September baked 
cakes, enjoyed sessions with our 
sports leaders and took part in 
science experiments on transition 
day.

Norlington executive headteacher John 
Hernandez said: “Guya’s commitment to 
every member of the Norlington family 
– staff, parents and students – is central 
to what makes Norlington such a special 
place.  He is often the first point of call for 
both students and staff with a concern and 
the first person they wish to tell when they 
have something to celebrate.

“In so many ways he role-models 
everything great about Norlington – 
family and personal aspiration, alongside 
compassion and respect for others. He will 
be missed by so many people.”

Chair of Governors Stephen Pierpoint 
said: “Guya has been at the heart of 
Norlington ever since he arrived 20 years 
ago. I know because I was on the panel 
that appointed him!

“He has made a huge contribution to 
the lives of so many of our boys… and 
has made a major contribution to the 
increasing success of the school in recent 
years.

“We give our very best wishes for your 
retirement and we know you will never 
be too far away – always supporting the 
boys of Norlington.”

my career and the experience and knowledge I 
have gained has made me a better person.”

Staff, governors and pupils led tributes to 
the biology teacher, who has spent 35 years 
teaching at schools in London.

Year 10 Jonathan Minnett pupil said: 
“On behalf of the current students at this 
school, I would like to say a big thank 
you for the wisdom and knowledge Mr 
Persaud has imparted during his time 
as our teacher. He has been crucial to 
the success of the pupils at this school. I 
would also like to congratulate him on his 
retirement and wish him the very best for 
the future.”

PUPIL’S COMMENT

EXECUTIVE HEADTEACHER CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
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Crowned best 
in the capital

OUR sports leaders returned to Spain this term 
to once again help promote cricket in local 
schools. 

For the second year in a row, Norlington 
pupils represented Essex Cricket Club during a 
four-day trip to Alicante. 

They coached pupils, held question-and-
answer seminars and umpired matches at 
Spanish schools Kings College and Phoenix 
International. 

The Year 8 and 9 pupils, picked for their 
leadership qualities and cricketing abilities, 
underwent the ECB Cricket Activators 
coaching course in preparation of the trip. 

Year 9 Ryad Seedut said: “I went last year, 
which really helped with my confidence. It was 
an even better experience this year because I 
felt I was able to help out the younger students 
more. 

“The school really pushes leadership skills, 
so this was a good opportunity to put them into 
practice. It has made me realise that I would 

Leaders earn 
plaudits for 
Spanish trip

Board game: Testing a wooden pitch 

OUR Year 8 cricket team are the best team 
in the capital after winning the London 
Schools championship. 

Our students had already secured the 
Waltham Forest borough championship with 
a series of outstanding displays. 

They beat independent school Alleyn’s 

in the semi-final to set up a mouth-watering 
final against City of London. 

In the decider, the boys gave an 
outstanding performance to win by ten 
wickets against the Central London  
fee-paying school to be crowned the 
capital’s finest. 

OUR Year 8, 9 and 10 cricket leaders helped to run the Primary Girls Cricket finals 
at Leyton County.

like to work in a role where I can pass on my 
knowledge.”

Zohaib Naseer said: “I have done some work 
helping at local primary schools but this was 
a whole new experience. Some of the younger 
pupils did not speak English so we had to 
overcome that challenge using body language 
to convey messages.

“It was also interesting to visit a different 
country and experience their culture as  
well.”

The trip was a partnership between the 
school, Cricket Espana and Essex Cricket Club. 

Sports teacher Mr Bygoot, who accompanied 
the students to Spain, said: “The students were 
once again a credit to the school. 

“Cricket Espana want to solidify the 
partnership with the school and that is almost 
entirely down to the manner in which pupils 
conducted themselves. 

“We put them under pressure from the 
moment we touched down in Spain and they 
really responded. 

“Every school we visited commented on 
their behaviour and leadership skills. I was 
very proud to call myself their teacher.”
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Cricket legend’s award 
huge honour for school

Windies great Sir Garfield pays us a visit

Proud moment: Former England skipper Graham Gooch and Jenny Sinclair hand 
over the award to the school’s cricket captains

OUR young cricketers were bowled over when 
they received a prestigious award named after 
a legendary English batsman.

The school was named winner of the David 
and Grace Sheppard Award, which celebrates 
schools promoting physical, social and 
emotional development through cricket.

The honour is named after David Sheppard, 
the first man to play Test cricket as an ordained 
minister, and his wife Grace, a teacher.

The school was chosen by awards organisers 
Capital Kids Cricket, which aims to support 
and promote opportunities to play at London 
schools.  

The prize was handed over by another 
England cricket legend Graham Gooch, a 
former Norlington pupil, and Jenny Sinclair, 
daughter of the Sheppards.

At a special awards ceremony held at the 
school, Mr Gooch said: “Whatever you do in 
your preparation, you will take out on to the 
field and in life.

“If you do it the right way, that will reflect in 
the results you get. Look in the mirror and say: 
‘I’ve done everything I can to make myself 
successful.’

“Try to do your best and try to do it every 
day.”

The award was picked up by the school’s 
Year 8, 9 and 10 cricket captains.

Year 10 captain Dawood Noaman said: 

THE school was paid a visit by cricketing 
legend Sir Garfield Sobers this term.

 The former West Indies ace – who is 
widely consider to be the game’s greatest  
all-rounder – talked to our Years 7, 8 and 9 

cricket teams about his distinguished career 
when visiting the school in June.  He then 
took part in a question and answer session 
before signing a memorial for pupils in the 
library.

Sir Garfield has the fourth-highest batting 
average, 57.78, of the select band of players 
who have scored more than 5,000 runs in 
Test cricket. He also took 235 Test wickets at 
an average of 34.03.

“There’s a real sense of pride to take from 
it. We know we’re doing something right, 
developing not only as a school but also as 
cricketers and young people.” 

Ryad Seedat, Year 9 captain, said: “It’s such 
an honour. Only one school a year gets this 
recognition and to come from the family of 
David Sheppard, a cricket legend, is really 
special.” Jenny Sinclair added: “Not everyone 

becomes a professional cricket player but what 
Norlington is doing is instilling these skills into 
these boys for life.”

Principal Guya Persaud said: “Cricket 
teaches patience and how to think for yourself 
when you are out there on your own. 

“And it teaches you how to cope with 
disappointment and to get back up and keep 
going.”

 



THE school has launched a new travel plan to 
encourage students to walk and cycle to school 
and improve air pollution locally.

We are also encouraging parents and visitors 
in vehicles outside the school to switch off 
their engine when they are parked or stationary.

Idling with the engine running causes 
exhaust-fume emissions which pollute the air 
and contribute to heart and lung disease.

We are also asking parents and visitors to 
keep the zig-zag areas clear outside the school 
to promote road safety and reduce congestion.
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Pupils play their part 
in girl’s budgie rescue
COMMUNITY-minded Norlington students 
reunited a young girl with her budgie after 
rescuing it from the school playground.

Nada Khadidja Tarfa, five, was heartbroken 
when her pet Sunny escaped from his cage 
after being frightened by a neighbour’s cat.

The shocked bird had made its way two 
miles to our school playground where it was 
spotted by Year 9s Ryad Seedat and Zohain 
Naseer.

With the help of Head of Science Mr Wahid, 
they captured the budgie and took her to the 
local vet to be checked over.

They then posted a picture of the bird on 
social media and, when a friend of Mrs Tarfa 
recognised the animal, organised to visit their 
home to reunite the pet with its owner.

Year 10 Haseeb Moonis said: “It was a really 
nice feeling to be able to help this little girl get 
her pet back. 

“The teacher who helped us really wanted us 
to come along because he wanted us to know 
what it felt like to do a good deed. 

“The school places a big emphasis on 
responsibility and community values. I think 
that is why we were so keen to help out.”

Mrs Tarfa had bought her daughter a 
replacement budgie, telling her it was Sunny.

She said: “She was very upset and was 
crying day and night. Her sister had her 
own bird but hers was lost. She was saying, 

Reunited: Five-year-old Nada with her budgie alongside Ryad and Zohain

‘Mummy I need to get my bird back.’
“I bought her a new bird and told her it was 

Sunny – I had no choice. 
“When I found the real Sunny, I said we 

were going to pick him up and she said, ‘No, 

Bid to beat 
air pollution

Cakes for charity

Tennis partners
Tasty idea: Year 7 students developed a business plan to start a community 
enterprise, named Breakfast on Wheels, which would serve the local community 
as part of Learning Outside The Box day.

Sunny is at home.’ So I told her the real story 
and she couldn’t believe it.

“Now she has renamed Sunny, the one who 
was missing, Star. He really is a star to make it 
home after going missing.”

OUR Year 8 sport students have been getting 
tennis lessons as part of our partnership with 
School of Tennis.

STUDENTS gave up their lunchtimes to bake 
cakes and raised £130 for Great Ormond Street 
Hospital.


