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NORLINGTON has been recognised 
as one of the top performing schools 
in the country in a letter from the 
Schools Minister. 

Nick Gibb MP, right, wrote to 
headteacher John Hernandez 
to congratulate the school on 
being one of the top 100 state 
schools nationally. 

Norlington has shown “sus-
tained improvement” in students 
achieving fi ve or more GCSE A*-C 
grades, including English and mathe-
matics, the letter confi rmed. 

This covers the period from 2013 to 
2015.

The school was ranked out of 3,500 
secondary schools in England.

This is the third time in four years 

that the school has received a letter 
from the Department for Education 
congratulating them on “excellent 
results”. 

In the letter, the minister said: 
“Warmest congratulations, 
to you, your staff  and pupils 
for your school’s excellent 
improvement in GCSE and 

equivalent results.
“Thank you for your work in this 

important area of a young person’s 
education and congratulations to you 
and your staff  for your hard work and 
professionalism.”

Mr Hernandez said: “We are proud 
that we have again been recognised 
for helping our students achieve some 
of the best results nationally. 

“This is the third time in recent 
years that Norlington School has been 
recognised in the top 100 schools na-
tionally. 

“We believe our students are ca-
pable of the extraordinary, and time 
and again they surpass even our high 
expectations.

“We are very proud of this achieve-
ment because it means we have 
fulfi lled our commitment to our 
community to deliver exceptional 
learning opportunities and outstand-
ing academic performance for our 
students.”

Last year, Norlington was awarded 
Gold Club status under a scheme set 
up by the Mayor of London to recog-
nise exceptional schools in the capital.

‘Excellent results’
l Minister praises us for, again, making top 100

Praise: Norlington 
pupils hard at work
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PLANS have been submitted to open 
a new free school for 1,200 pupils in 
Waltham Forest.

Our governors and headteacher John 
Hernandez made the application to 
the Department for Education (DfE) 
recently. If approved, the school will 
open in September 2018. 

The proposed site for the new school 
has yet to be decided; and it will have 
an open admissions policy. 

As part of the application, Norling-
ton, rated in the top 100 schools na-
tionally, has submitted an education 
plan, demonstrated viability of the 
proposal and engaged with local res-
idents. 

If the fi rst stage of the application is 
approved, the school will then be in-
terviewed by the DfE who will decide 
whether or not give the plans the go-
ahead. 

Mr Hernandez said: “We are proud 
that Norlington has been one of the 
highest achieving schools nationally 
for several years. 

“We believe our students are capa-
ble of the extraordinary and we aim to 
provide them with the learning envi-
ronment that allows them to succeed. 

“The proposed new free school will 
allow us to support even more families 
in our community. It will use the same 
strategies and techniques we have so 

Headteacher John Hernandez said: 
“These are exciting times at Norling-
ton School and Sixth Form. The 
school continues to change and grow. 
We believe our students are capable 
of the extraordinary and we aim to 
create the environment where they 
can succeed. 

“Year 11 are currently working 
towards their most important peri-
od in school. Their fi nal exams are 
approaching and all students should 
have started their revision already. 
A programme of Easter revision 
sessions will be published shortly 
and after the Easter break the fi nal re-
vision/exam timetable will be shared 
with students.”

Building Work
“Work on the school building is 

progressing at a rapid pace. Most of 
the internal work of this phase is now 
completed. The environment has 
been given a professional feel and 
several classrooms updated. IT sys-
tems, including school servers, have 
been updated and the weights gym 
completed. This is now accessible to 
sixth-form students and can used for 
Year 10 and 11s under supervision. 

“The new two-classroom block has 
fi nally been completed and access to 
the front of the school restored. 

“I would like to thank governors, 
staff , parents and students who 
helped make all this possible.”

Plans for free school

successfully applied at Norlington.  
“While being a completely separate 

school to the North of Waltham For-
est, the Waltham Forest Free School 
will become an important part of the 
Norlington family.

“The new school will, as a part-
ner school, work closely with us at 
Norlington and will, in the future, 
off er staff  and students at Norlington 
increased opportunities.

“The project is fully supported by 
the Waltham Forest local authority.”

The governors and senior staff  of 

Norlington were supported through 
the application process by education 
charity New Schools Network.

Nick Timothy, director of New 
Schools Network, said: “Norlington 
School and sixth-form joins a grow-
ing number of schools, teachers, par-
ents and other organisations that have 
taken up the challenge of proposing a 
new school designed to meet the par-
ticular needs of their community.”

l Interested parents can fi nd out more 
at walthamforestfreeschool.co.uk.

Headteacher’s comment

On site: Pupils check out the 
latest building work

Headteacher Mr Hernandez with pupils
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Babar’s good advice
A FORMER pupil now studying at one 
of the top universities in the world has re-
vealed his top tips for academic success. 

Babar Arshad, 18, from Leyton, is in his 
fi rst year studying physical natural science 
at Girton College, Cambridge, after leav-
ing Norlington in 2013 with top marks.

He advised current pupils to focus on the 
subjects they enjoy, spend plenty of time 
in the library studying and prioritise school 
work during exam season.

FOCUS
 
Babar, who got straight As in his A-lev-

els, said: “The best advice is quite sim-
ple – work hard and do your best. You 
can’t do that unless you are focusing 
on your studies when the exams are 
coming up. 

“I worked hard in the library a lot 
because that is a peaceful environ-
ment to study, that was a big help. 

“You should also focus on the 
subjects you enjoy, particularly 
when you get to your A-levels at 
Norlington. 

“I have known too many smart 
people who took sciences and 
ended up not being as successful 
as they could have been if they 
took something they were good at 
and enjoyed.”

AIM HIGH

Babar also thanked teachers at the school 
for helping him on the road to success. 

He said: “Being given the opportunity to 
visit universities like Cambridge, and al-
ways being given the push to aim for the 
highest I could achieve, is what I was given 
at Norlington.”

He described head of sixth-form Mr 
Georgiardis as one of the best teachers he 
has had. 

He said: “Mr Georgiardis helped me so 
much in getting through my GCSEs and 
making the right decisions about my future. 

“He has a way of teaching that inspires 
you and makes the classroom environment 
an interesting and fun place to be in.”

Girton College boasts Arianna Huffi  ng-
ton, founder of the Huffi  ngton Post, as a 
former student. 
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OUR sporty pupils broke a remarkable 
20 new records at this year’s Norling-
ton Olympics. 

The annual contest, held at Lee Val-
ley athletics centre, sees form classes 
compete against others in their year. 

Students who don’t take part in the 
athletics are given leadership roles 
such as team captain and photogra-
pher. 

The ceremony was opened by our 
percussion band while each house 

parades waving their fl ag. 
The overall winners were Ruther-

ford House. 
PE teacher Abhay Bygott said: “The 

Norlington Olympics is always a great 
day for the school in terms of students’ 
achievement, enrichment and reputa-
tion.

“It is a great chance for students to 
showcase their athletic ability to the 
whole school and to be involved in 
some gripping contests.”

YEAR 10 students will face pupils 
across the globe after competing in the 
University UK Maths Challenge.

Riaz Hussain, Yusuf Abdul Khaliq 
and Sameer Hussain all won gold to 
earn a place in the next round after ex-
celling in the competition, which was 
held in Leeds on February 4. 

Our Year 9 and 10 pupils fi nished in 

the top 40 per cent nationally overall. 
Others competing were Year 9s 

Faizan Hamayoon (bronze), Tayyib 
Khaliq (silver),Cheng Wang (silver) 
and Moonis Altaf (silver), Tayyab 
Mahmood; and Year 10s Aadil Bhai-
yat (silver), Tehmoor Gull (bronze), 
Ahmed Patel (silver), and Luqmaan 
Ali (bronze).

OUR Year 12 economics AS students 
visited the Bank of England. 

Pupils learned about the inner work-
ings of the bank and got to hold a gold 
bar during the visit in January. 

They also visited SOAS university 
for an economics masterclass.

Izaan Hamayoon said: “It was a 
very good experience as it gave me a 
good insight into what economics is 
really about.” 

Abu-Horaira said: “I thought it was 
very interesting and would certainly 
recommend others to attend.” 

 
NEWS IN BRIEF
l TWELVE budding motorists 
watched a hard-hitting theatrical 
performance on road safety. Safe 
Drive, Stay Alive, delivered in 
partnership with the Met Police, 
addressed passenger and driver 
behaviour in a car.

l YEAR 7s visited Shakespeare’s 
Globe to watch a performance of 
Twelfth Night. The students were 
“captivated” by the two hour per-
formance at the home of the Bard.

l YEAR 
12 students paid 
a visit to Keats’ 
House. The 
students, right, 
learned about the 
19th century poet’s 
life during the trip to Hampstead in 
March.

l THE student council got a taste 
of local democracy during a visit to 
the Waltham Forest Council cham-
bers. They engaged in debate on 
the proposed Mini Holland project 
for Leyton/Leytonstone and issues 
around the borough for cyclists and 
pedestrians. 

l YEAR 7 pupils visited Tower 
Bridge and experienced the view 
from the glass fl oor, above, during 
a tour of the structure. They also 
climbed the 311 spiral steps of the 
Monument, built to commemorate 
the Great Fire of London.

l YEAR 7 pupils also took a trip 
to the British Museum for a maths 
challenge. The February visit 
saw pupils search for clues inside 
installations, and use numerical 
and practical skills for challenges 
including working out the height 
of monuments, how diff erent cul-
tures used shapes in their art and 
the meaning of hieroglyphics. 

Maths contest pupils hit the gold standard

Economics trip ‘a good experience’

Record breakers

SOAS visit: 
Pupils took 
part in an 
economics 
masterclass on 
globalisation
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l ‘Je pense que cette chanson est 
ennuyeuse mais la chorégraphie est 
divertissante.’ 
Abdulhaq – 9C

l ‘A mon avis la chanson 
est bien même si elle a 
une mélodie rapide, mais 
je pense aussi que c’est 
le style de la chanson. 
Cependant la chorégra-
phie est nulle mais une fois 
de plus c’est le style de la 
chanson. Dans l’ensemble, j’aime la 
chanson.’  
Cheng – 9N

l ‘Je pense que la mélodie est 
entraînante mais les paroles sont 
répétitives et la chorégraphie est très 
très stupide et nulle!’ 

John – 9D

l ‘Dans l’ensemble je 
pense que cette chanson 
est assez bien parce que 
je trouve que la mélodie 
est à la fois calme et 

entraînante. Je pense 
que la chorégraphie nécessite 

de la technique mais c’est un peu 
bizarre.’ 
Ali – 9N

 

TUTORS from the London School of 
Economics (LSE) visited the school in 
January. 

Year 11 students are working with 
LSE mentors as they prepare for their 
fi nal exams in the summer. The men-
toring sessions, which will run during 
the Spring term, help students develop 
organisation and revision skills.

Here they are, below, working with 
Stefan Compontecras and other Year 
11 pupils on a maths problem. 

Tutors from LSESong of the month
OUR song of the month was by French artist Christine and the Queens. 
Below are pupil reviews, written in the singer’s mother tongue. 

In February, our Years 8 to 12 
pupils took a skiing trip to 
Gstaad, Switzerland. Pupil 
Fredryck Abbasi gives his 
account of the six-day trip: 

“On a chilly, yet memorable Satur-
day, we all gathered at the school 
gates, waiting for our adventure to 
begin – and a bus ride 
and plane journey later 
we were making our fi rst 
steps in Switzerland. 

The drama began when 
our dear and wise friend 
Shakoor left his passport 
on the plane. Thankful-
ly, the recovery mission 
was successful and we 
were soon on our way. It 
had been a long day, and 
though excited, we all fell 
asleep on arrival. 

The next day we hit the 
slopes. I had never skied 
before so I was in the beginners’ 
group. Surprisingly, I found it easier 
than I’d imagined, learning the 
basics such as pushing the back of 
your foot out to slow down. 

After lunch we tried something 
more challenging – going down 
a hill. Despite being an amateur I 

didn’t keep my speed slow – instead 
I sped up. As expected I struggled 
to stop and eventually, somewhere 
down the hill, fell down. 

It was the same routine the next 
day, lots of practising on the slopes. 
Only this time we were skiing on an 
actual mountain. 

I still hadn’t got the 

hang of controlling my speed so, 
again, I fell. I knew I had to learn at 
my own pace and by the end of the 
day I had got the hang of it. 

After skiing we headed into the 
city for a quick look around. After 
dinner, we had a briefi ng, played 
foosball and table tennis, then bed.  

The next day I practised my paral-

lel turns. By the end of the day I was 
pretty good. After lunch we headed 
to the peak of the mountain but then 
got caught in a blizzard – and I had 
forgotten my balaclava!

On Wednesday, I had grown in 
confi dence and was doing the paral-
lel turns with ease. After lunch, we 

did a BMW speed test, 
sadly I didn’t really 
participate because my 
classmate fell and got 
injured so I stopped 
and helped him out. 

Thursday, we 
stepped things up by 
visiting some “red” 
slopes. Later, as it was 
our last night, we all 
went bowling. I was 
tired so I just played 
pool and air hockey. 

On our last day we 
made the most of our skiing time by 
getting to the slopes early. Time fl ew 
and, before we knew it, we were on 
the bus back to the resort. We said 
our goodbyes and, soon, we were on 
the bus to the train station.  

We appreciated our fi nal moments 
in beautiful Switzerland and, before 
we noticed, we were on the airplane 
halfway towards London.”

Postcard from Gstaad
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PUPILS took part in Holocaust 
Memorial Day and learned about 
those who helped Jewish people. 

This included a 
Scottish mission-
ary at a Jewish 
orphanage in 
Hungary who 
refused to fl ee 
and stayed with 
the children. The 
day’s theme was Don’t Stand By.

Year 7’s Treyvon and Kelvin are 
pictured visiting Waltham Forest 
Council as part of the day.

OUR pupils became journalists for the 
day to interview Leyton Orient stars 
for their BBC School Report. 

About 25 pupils took part, quizzing 

winger Jobi McAnuff  and defender 
Alan Dunne. They asked the football-
ers to review Orient’s season so far, 
asked what was the hardest part of 

being a professional footballer and 
who was their biggest inspiration. 

They then wrote an opinion piece, 
an interview and a player profi le. 

Our Year 7 pupils got a lesson in 
First Aid with the St John Am-
bulance service in January. 

The boys were taught how to 
treat burns, bleeding, and help 
people who are choking and 
unconscious casualties.

PUPILS got their thinking caps on to 
solve problems for the Thames Water 
Network Challenge (TNC). 

The TNC covers technology, sci-
ence, geography and citizenship, plus 
teamwork and communication. 

First aid lesson

Day to remember

Visit from the Orient

Water challenge

On tap: The Thames Water Network Challenge

Making news: 
Orient players 

dropped by for 
an interview
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‘Lots of laughs’ as young writers get creative

Country life

OUR sixth-form pupils got a taste 
of rural life during a geography 
fi eld trip in January. 

The group braved the cold at 
the Weather Station in Surrey, 
near Leatherhead, to learn about 
fl ood defence and rural branding. 

YEAR 8 and 9 pupils were given a 
masterclass in creative writing at a 
residential retreat. 

The 16 students were taught by 
professional writers Tiff any Murray, 
Musa Okwanga and Phil Earle during 
the four-day visit in January. 

The course, featuring writing work-
shops and tutorials, was held at the 
Arvon Centre in Yorkshire.  

The pupils also learned leadership 
skills and prepared meals for the 
groups. 

Ms Boyce said: “There were lots of 
laughs and, because we got to know 
each other in a diff erent setting, new 
friendships were formed.”

Our young writers will be featured 
in an anthology which will be availa-
ble in the library next half term.

Pupils put pen to paper

l BUDDING legal eagles listened 
to a seminar on how to become 
lawyers recently. The Year 10 
pupils heard speeches from law 
fi rm Action Jackson at the Today’s 
Children Tomorrow’s Lawyers 
“Yes You Can” day.

l NORLINGTON leaders worked 
as ball boys at the NEC Wheelchair 
Tennis Masters. The group trained 
with Paralympic silver medalist 
Andy Lapthorne at the Copper 
Box Arena in the Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park. 

l YEAR 12 physics students, 
pictured above, visited the Science 
Museum to learn about a career in 
the space industry. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

l OUR bright Brilliant Club pupils 
visited the University of Sussex. 
Tehmoor Gull, Hamza Sheikh, 
Ahmed Patel, Riaz Hussain, Yusuf 
and Aadil Bhaiyyat, pictured 
above, learned about diff erential 
calculus during the visit.
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OUR pupils have been chosen to rep-
resent Essex on a cricket tour of Spain. 

Norlington School students were 
picked for their leadership qualities 
and cricketing abilities. 

The Year 8 and 9 pupils have un-
dergone the ECB Cricket Activators 
coaching course in preparation of the 
trip. 

The group of eight will visit fi ve 
schools in the Alicante and Murcia 
regions during the four-day visit this 
month. 

Sumeet Singh Nandra, 13, from 
Leyton, said: “I feel very honoured 
and proud to have been chosen to rep-
resent the school and Essex. 

“A lot of what we have been taught 
before this tour is how to develop our 
leadership skills. It is something that 
is very important at the school. 

Dawood Noaman, 14, from Strat-
ford, said: “There is not a lot of cricket 
played in Spain so it is a great priv-
ilege to go there and try to make the 
game more popular. 

“It is my hope that this visit will lay 
the foundation for the game to devel-
op over there and to share our passion 
for the game with young people.”

Essex County Cricket were invited 
to Spain by Cricket Espana to help de-
velop the game in the country.  

Cricketing tradition

Phil Knappett, development coach 
at Essex Country Cricket, said: “We 
have decided to work with Norling-
ton on this exciting project because 
of their historic cricketing tradition 
and also because of their history of 

producing young leaders who will 
represent their school and the county 
responsibly.”

Norlington’s cricket team won the 
U18 Team of the Year award at the 
Waltham Forest Sports Awards in 
2015. 

Assistant headteacher Paul Hobbs 
said: “The core aims of the school, 
alongside excellent academic perfor-
mance, is to off er our students out-
standing enrichment and leadership 
opportunities – this tour ties perfectly 
with that.”

Director of junior cricket in Spain 
Neil Brook said: “We are very much 
looking forward to welcoming the 
young leaders at Norlington to Spain. 

“We believe this will be another 
huge step forward in developing the 
game over here.”

Taking game to Spain

l Norlington School for Boys l Wisdom is strength

On tour: 
Cricket- 
playing 
pupils

Picture: 
Waltham 

Forest 
Guardian


