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1.0 Background 

This ‘Preventing Radicalisation Policy’ is part of our commitment to keeping children 

safe. Since the ‘Education and Inspections Act 2006’ schools have a duty to promote 

community cohesion. Over the last few years, global events have led to a growth of 

extremist viewpoints, including advocacy of violent extremism. 

Norlington School have an important part to play in both educating children and 

young people about extremism and recognising when pupils start to become 

radicalised. In March 2015, new statutory duties were placed on schools by the 

Counter Terrorism and Security Act (2015) which means that schools must work to 

prevent children being drawn into extremism. 

Safeguarding children from all risks of harm is an important part of a school’s work 

and protecting them from extremism is one aspect of that. 

2.0 Ethos 

At Norlington School we ensure that through our school vision, values, rules, diverse 

curriculum and teaching we promote acceptance and respect for all cultures, faiths 

and lifestyles. The governing body also ensures that this ethos is reflected and 

implemented effectively in school policy and practice and that there are effective risk 

assessments in place to safeguard and promote students’ welfare. 

We have a duty to prepare our children for life in modern Britain and to keep them 

safe.  

Pupils who attend our school have the right to learn in safety. We do not tolerate 

bullying of any kind and will challenge derogatory language and behaviour towards 

others. 

3.0 Statutory Duties 

The duty to prevent children and young people being radicalised is set out in the 

following documents. 

 Counter Terrorism and Security Act (2015) 

 Keeping Children Safe in Education (2015) 

 Prevent Duty Guidance (2015) 

 Working Together to Safeguard Children (2015) 



4.0 Non-statutory Guidance 

 Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in schools: 

Departmental advice for maintained schools (DfE 2014) 

 

5.0 Definitions 

Extremism is defined in the 2011 Prevent strategy as vocal or active opposition to 

fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty 

and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We also include in 

our definition of extremism calls for the death of members of our armed forces, 

whether in this country or overseas. 

Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism 

and extremist ideologies associated with terrorist groups. 

British Values are democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect 

and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

6.0 Roles and Responsibilities 

6.1 Role of the Governing Body 

It is the role of the governing body to ensure that the school meets its statutory 

duties with regard to preventing radicalisation.  

The Link Governor for Safeguarding and Preventing Radicalisation is Stephen 

Pierpoint 

The governing body has nominated Guya Persaud (Deputy Headteacher) and Keith 

Tonge (Assistant Headteacher) who are the schools Safeguarding leads and will 

liaise with the headteacher and other staff about issues to do with protecting children 

from radicalisation. 

6.2 Role of the Headteacher 

It is the role of the headteacher to: 

 ensure that the school and its staff respond to preventing radicalisation on a 

day-to-day basis, 

 ensure that the school’s curriculum addresses the issues involved in 

radicalisation 

 ensure that staff conduct is consistent with preventing radicalisation   

6.3 Role of Designated Safeguarding Leads 

It is the role of the designated safeguarding leads to: 



 ensure that staff understand the issues of radicalisation, are able to recognise 

the signs of vulnerability or radicalisation and know how to refer their 

concerns 

 receive safeguarding concerns about children and young people who may be 

vulnerable to the risk of radicalisation or are showing signs of radicalisation 

 make referrals to appropriate agencies with regard to concerns about 

radicalisation 

 liaise with partners, including the local authority and the police 

 report to the governing body on these matters 

6.4 Role of staff 

It is the role of staff to understand the issues of radicalisation, are able to recognise 

the signs of vulnerability or radicalisation and know how to refer their concerns. 

The Network Manager will check and enforce filtering techniques through LFGL to 

limit material which students can access. This is reviewed and updated frequently  

7.0 Curriculum 

We are committed to ensuring that our pupils are offered a broad and balanced 

curriculum that aims to prepare them for life in modern Britain. We encourage our 

pupils to be inquisitive learners who are open to new experiences and are tolerant of 

others. These values support the development of the whole child as a reflective 

learner within a calm, caring, happy and purposeful atmosphere. Teaching the 

schools core values alongside the fundamental British Values supports quality 

teaching and learning, whilst making a positive contribution to the development of a 

fair, just and civil society.  

8.0 Internet Safety 

The internet provides children and young people with access to a wide-range of 

content, some of which is harmful. Extremists use the internet, including social 

media, to share their messages. The filtering systems used in Norlington is supplied 

by LGFL, this blocks inappropriate content, including extremist content. The day to 

day management of this is undertaken by the Network Manager 

We also filter out social media, such as Facebook and You tube. Searches and web 

addresses are monitored and the ICT Manager will alert the Deputy Headteacher 

where there are concerns and prevent further access when new sites that are 

unblocked are found. 

Where staff, students or visitors find unblocked extremist content they must report it 

to the Network Manager to raise with LGFL. 



We are aware that children and young people have access to unfiltered internet 

when using their mobile phones and staff are alert to the need for vigilance when 

pupils are using their phones. 

The Acceptable Use of ICT Policy (AUP) refers to preventing radicalisation and 

related extremist content. Pupils and staff are asked to sign the AUP to confirm they 

have understood what is acceptable. 

Pupils and staff know how to report internet content that is inappropriate or of 

concern. 

9.0 Staff Training 

Staff will be given training to help them understand the issues of radicalisation, are 

able to recognise the signs of vulnerability or radicalisation and know how to refer 

their concerns. This information also forms part of induction safeguarding training. 

Staff are updated as necessary in weekly safeguarding briefings.  

10.0 Safer Recruitment 

We ensure that the staff we appoint to the school are suitable, our recruitment 

procedures are rigorous and we follow the statutory guidance published in part 3 of 

Keeping Children Safe in Education (2015). Vetting and barring checks are 

undertaken on relevant people, including governors and volunteers. 

11.0 Visitors 

Visitors to the school are made aware of our safeguarding and child protection 

policies on arrival at the school and are given information about what to do if they are 

concerned about any aspect of child welfare. 

Visitors who are invited to speak to pupils will be informed about our preventing 

extremism policy and relevant vetting checks are undertaken. We undertake due 

diligence to ensure that visiting speakers are appropriate. Speakers will be 

supervised at all times and will not be allowed to speak to children with a member of 

staff being present. 

Staff must not invite speakers into school without first obtaining permission from the 

Deputy Headteacher. 

12.0 ‘No platform for extremists’ 

The school is vigilant to the possibility that out-of-hours hire of the school premises 

may be requested by people wishing to run an extremist event. The school does not 

accept bookings from individuals or organisations that are extremist in their views. 



12.1 Signs of vulnerability 

There are no known definitive indicators that a young person is vulnerable to 

radicalisation, but there are number of signs that together increase the risk. Signs of 

vulnerability include: 

 underachievement 

 being in possession of extremist literature 

 poverty 

 social exclusion 

 traumatic events 

 global or national events 

 religious conversion 

 change in behaviour 

 extremist influences 

 conflict with family over lifestyle 

 confused identity 

 victim or witness to race or hate crimes 

 rejection by peers, family, social groups or faith 
 
12.2 Recognising Extremism 
 
Early indicators of radicalisation or extremism may include: 

 showing sympathy for extremist causes 

 glorifying violence, especially to other faiths or cultures 

 making remarks or comments about being at extremist events or rallies 

outside school  

 evidence of possessing illegal or extremist literature 

 advocating messages similar to illegal organisations or other extremist groups 

 out of character changes in dress, behaviour and peer relationships (but there 

are also very powerful narratives, programmes and networks that young 

people can come across online so involvement with particular groups may not 

be apparent.) 

 secretive behaviour 

 online searches or sharing extremist messages or social profiles 

 intolerance of difference, including faith, culture, gender, race or sexuality 

 graffiti, art work or writing that displays extremist themes 

 attempts to impose extremist views or practices on others 

 verbalising anti-Western or anti-British views 

 advocating violence towards others  

 

 



13.0 Referral Process 

Staff and visitors to the school must refer all concerns about children and young 

people who show signs of vulnerability or radicalisation must be passed to the 

Designated Safeguarding Leads which are Guya Persaud (Deputy Headteacher) or 

Keith Tonge (Assistant Headteacher) using the usual methods for reporting other 

safeguarding concerns.When there are significant concerns about a pupil, the 

Designated Safeguarding Leads in liaison with the headteacher will make a referral 

to the appropriate body. 

14.0 Related Policies 

 ICT Policy 

 Behaviour for Learning Policy 

 Safeguarding Policy 

 Equality Policy 

 Personal, Social And Health Education (PSHE) Policy 

 Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural (SMSC) Policy 

 Staff Code of  Conduct 

 Teaching and Learning Policy 

 Visitors Risk Assessment 

 Whistle-blowing Safeguarding Policy 

15.0 Monitoring and Review 

This policy will be monitored by the governing body at least once a year. This is a 

statutory policy and will be reviewed at an appropriate time not later than two years 

after ratification by the governing body. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Advice to Parents 

and Carers 

  

Keeping Children 

and Young People 

Safe Against 

Radicalisation and 

Extremism 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping Children and Young People Safe Against Radicalisation and 

Extremism 

Advice to Parents and Carers 



The parent/child relationship is the foundation to keeping children safe and 

supporting their social development and educational attainment. 

Parenting can be a challenging task. Maintaining a positive relationship can 

sometimes be difficult as children grow and develop and seek an identity that 

may be different from their own family. 

Children and young people have a natural curiosity which as parents we want 

to encourage. However, as our children grow up we have to take different 

steps to ensure their safety. 

Currently a number of young girls and boys have been persuaded to leave the 

country against the wishes of their families, or in secret, putting themselves in 

extreme danger. 

This leaflet sets out information to help parents keep their children safe and 

explains how they should respond if they have a concern. 

 

They may be searching for answers to questions about identity, faith and 

belonging 

 They may be driven by the desire for ‘adventure’ and ‘excitement’ 

 They may be driven by a need to raise their self-esteem and promote 

their ‘street cred’ 

 They may be drawn to a group or individual who can offer identity, a 

social network or support 

 They may be influenced by world events and a sense of grievance 

resulting in a need to make a difference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On-line 

The internet provides entertainment, connectivity and interaction. Children 

may need to spend a lot of time on the internet while studying and they may 

use other social media and messaging sites such as Facebook, YouTube, 

How might this happen? 



Twitter, Instagram, Vine or Whatsapp. These can be useful tools, but we need 

to be aware there are powerful programmes and networks that use these 

media to reach out to young people and can communicate extremist 

messages. 

 

Peer Interaction 

Young people at risk may display extrovert/introvert behaviour, start getting 

into trouble at school or on the streets and may mix with other children who 

behave badly, but this is not always the case.             

 

There are no typical characteristics of young people who may be more at risk 

than others. However a sudden change in behaviour could be a potential 

indicator. Sometimes those at risk may be encouraged, by the people they are 

in contact with, not to draw attention to themselves. If you feel there is a 

change in your child’s behaviour, parents are encouraged to inquire about 

their children’s wellbeing. It is important for parents to keep an open channel 

of communication that involves listening to their children’s views and 

concerns. You may not always agree with your child, but you should convey to 

them that you’ve understood his or her point of view and want the best for 

them in life. However, if you are concerned about your child, you may want in 

the first instance to talk to a teacher of your child.  Advice may also be sought 

from a local faith or community leader.  

 

TV and media 

The media provide a view on world affairs. However, this is often a very 

simple version of events which, in reality, are very complex. Children may not 

understand the situation fully or appreciate the dangers involved in the views 

of some groups. They may see things in simple terms and not have the whole 

picture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Out of character changes in behaviour and peer relationships 

 Secretive behaviour 

 Losing interest in friends and activities 

 Glorifying violence 

Recognising Extremism – signs may include: 



 Possessing illegal or extremist literature 

 Advocating messages similar to illegal organisations  

 

 

 

 Know where your child is, who they are with and check this for yourself 

 Know your child’s friends and their families 

 Keep lines of communication open, listen to your child and talk to them 

about their interests 

 Encourage them to take up positive activities with local groups that you 

can trust 

 Talk to your child about what they see on the TV or the internet and 

explain that what they see or read may not be the whole picture 

 Allow and encourage debate and questioning on local and world events 

and help them see different points of view 

 Encourage your child to show an interest in the local community and 

show respect for people from all faiths and backgrounds 

 Help your child to understand the dangers of becoming involved in 

situations about which they may not have the full information 

 Teach them that expressing strong views and trying to change things for 

the better is fine but they should not take violent action against others or 

support those that do 

 Be aware of your child’s on-line activity and update your own knowledge 

 Know what social media and messaging sites your child uses 

 Remind your child that people they contact over the internet may be 

pretending to be someone else or telling them things that are not true 

 Explain that anyone who tells them to keep secrets from their  

family or teachers is likely to be trying to do them harm or put 

them in danger 

 

If you have any concerns that your child may be being influenced by others 

get help – talk to someone you can trust, this could be your faith leader, family 

members who are peers of your children, or outside help. 

 

If you feel there is a risk of a child leaving the country, consider what 

safeguards you could take to avert travel. You might want to consider taking 

the precaution of securing their passport in a safe place. Some young people 

do not need a passport for confirming their age; they can apply for an 

identification card as an alternative. 

How can parents support children and young people to stay safe? 



http://www.validateuk.co.uk 

For more information telephone: 01434 634 996 

 

You should also consider what access your child has to savings accounts or 

gifts of money from family and friends. You may wish to suggest that gifts are 

made in kind and not in cash. 

 

 

 

 

The Active Change Foundation (ACF) provides a confidential helpline to 

prevent British nationals from travelling to conflict zones. ACF Confidential 

helpline telephone number is 020 8539 2770 

 

You can also contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Children’s Social Care Services 

(24 hours a day) on 020 7364 5006 

 

Imminent threat of harm to others contact: 

 

 

 

Police 999 or Anti-terrorist Hotline 0800 789 321 

 

 

 

 School – If you have a concern please talk to your child’s class teacher 

or another person in the school that you trust as soon as possible. They 

will be able to help and can access support for you and your child 

 For more information about Waltham Forest Children’s Social Services 

contact: Telephone: MASH(Multi-agency Safety Hub) Team 020 

8496 2310 

 Waltham Forest Early Help Service also offers a range of non-statutory 

Confidential helpline 

Anyone with concerns for the safety or wellbeing of a child or 

young person can contact: 

Further Sources of Support and Information 

http://www.validateuk.co.uk/


help for parents, internet safety and other parent support activities. For 

information about available programmes contact: 020 8496 5114 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 www.internetmatters.org 

Website has lots of information, advice and resources which can be  

used to help children stay safe online 

 www.ceop.gov.uk 

CEOP works with children protection partners across the UK and 

overseas to identify the main threats to children and coordinates activity 

against these threats to bring offenders to account, protecting children 

from harm online and offline 

 www.bbc.co.uk/webwise/0/ 

Information and support for safe use of the internet  

 For more advice on cyber safety visit: 

www.childline.org.uk, www.cybersmile.org 

www.childnet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Useful Websites 

http://www.internetmatters.org/
http://www.ceop.gov.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/webwise/0/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.cybersmile.org/
http://www.childnet.com/


 


