
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

7/9 – I can… 

I can assess the value of tropical rainforests through the study of their goods and services 

I can justify the need for implying sustainable management strategies in Polar Regions 

I can differentiate between climate, flora and fauna within different ecosystems  
 

 
6 – I can… 

I can compare the characteristics of a tropical rainforest ecosystem   

I can identify different management strategies in Costa Rica and Polar regions     

I can identify the impacts of human interactions with the Tropical Rainforest  

 

 

 

5 – I can… 

I can describe the global distribution of of Polar Regions, coral reefs, grasslands, temperate 

forests, tropical forests and hot deserts. 

I can identify the challenges that Polar regions and Tropical Rainforests face  
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Geography Year 10        OCR B             Cycle 6 Sustaining Ecosystems  

6 Week Cycle Lesson Structure 

4.1. Why are natural ecosystems important? 

- Understand the concept of an ecosystem as being the 
interdependence of climate, soil, water, plants and animals. 
- Outline the global distribution of Polar Regions, coral reefs, 
grasslands, temperate forests, tropical forests and hot deserts. 
- Overview of the climate, flora and fauna within these ecosystems 
 

4.2. Why should tropical rainforests matter to us? 
- Characteristics of a tropical rainforest ecosystem, including the 
climate, nutrient cycle, soil profile and water cycle. 
- The interdependence of climate, soil, water, plants, animals and 
human activity in tropical rainforests. 
- Explore the value of tropical rainforests through the study of their 
goods and services. 
- Human impacts in the tropical rainforest from activities such as 
logging, mineral extraction, agriculture and tourism. 
- A case study to illustrate attempts to sustainably manage an area of 
tropical rainforest 
 

4.3. Is there more to polar environments than ice? 
- Distinctive characteristics of Antarctica and the Arctic 
- Interdependence of climate, soil, water, plants, animals and human 
activity in either the Antarctic or the Arctic polar region. 
- Explore a range of impacts of human activity on either the Antarctic 
or the Arctic ecosystems 
- Costa Rica (small-scale example of sustainable management) 
- Artic (global example of sustainable management in the Artic)  
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