
Cycle 1: Introduction to Geography and key maps skills  

 
Assessment Result 

 
SBE 

 
BE 

 
E 

 
AE 

 
SAE 

Unit Overview  

Knowledge  

• To understand and appreciate how our understanding of the planet has evolved through time through 
exploration and a series of discoveries. 

 
Skills  

• locate and describe places using latitude and longitude 

• demonstrate ability to use Ordnance Survey map skills, scale, grid references, height, direction, with aerial 
photos. 

 

Link to national curriculum  

Locational knowledge: 

• extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries using 
maps of the world. 
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  
• build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in 

the classroom and in the field  
 

Key geographical terminology  

Geographer, physical world, human world, environmental world, Cartography, continents, oceans, latitude, 
longitude, scale, Ordnance Survey, grid references, eastings, northings, contour lines, slopes, direction, rural, 
urban, vertical photograph, fieldwork. 

Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work  

8-9  I am able to compare an OS map with a vertical aerial photograph of the same scale.   

 I understand how height is show on a map and can identify contour patterns.   

6-7 I can locate places on an OS map using 6 figure grid references   

 I can locate places on an OS map using 4 figure grid references.   

 I can locate places on a world map using co-ordinates   

5 I understand the difference between longitude and latitude   

 I can name and locate the world’s continents and oceans  

 I understand that our knowledge of the world has progressed over time   

 



Cycle 2: How do we use our planet as a natural resource?  

 
Assessment Result 

 
SBE 

 
BE 

 
E 

 
AE 

 
SAE 

Unit Overview  

• Knowledge: 

• To understand the element that make up our world and how they interact  

• To understand rocks and soils, their formation and importance to life.  

• To understand the challenges of natural resource management  

Skills:  

• compare an OS map with an aerial photo to analyse the location of an oil refinery 

• communicate views about the need to use natural resources sustainably use new geographical terminology. 

Link to national curriculum  

 
Understand, through a detailed place-based exemplar at a variety of scales, the key processes in: 
 
physical geography relating to geological timescales, rocks, weathering, and soils 
 
human geography relating to the use of natural resources, understand how human and physical processes 
interact to influence and change landscapes, environments, and the climate; and how human activity relies on 
the effective functioning of natural systems  
 

Key geographical terminology  

 
Earth’s spheres – atmosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, lithosphere; natural resources; raw materials; 
renewable; non-renewable; geologists; igneous, sedimentary, metamorphic, fossilised weathering; freeze-thaw 
weathering; chemical weathering; biological weathering; Industrial Revolution; porous; clay; impermeable; soil 
profile; biome; rainforest; water scarcity; crude oil; national grid, sustainability. 
 

Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work  

8-9  I can evaluate the sustainability of natural resource use  

 I understand the challenges of resource management   

6-7  I understand how spheres interact to create biomes and how they are an important source of 
natural resources  

 

 I understand how rocks are weathered   

 I understand the use of soil, rock and water as natural resources   

5 I understand the qualities of the three rock types   

 I understand the concept of geological time   



Cycle 3:  What is an economy?  

 
Assessment Result 

 
SBE 

 
BE 

 
E 

 
AE 

 
SAE 

Unit Overview  

Knowledge  

• To understand how economic activities are categorised and how they change over time  

• To understand how trade has become global  

Skills:  

• use statistical data to draw a graph to show how the UK economy has evolved 

• make decisions – locate a factory and justify choices 

• compare an OS map with an aerial photo to identify location factors for a car plant and a port 

use new geographical terminology. 
 

• Link to the national curriculum  

Understand, through the use of a detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key 
processes in: 
 
human geography relating to economic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary 
sectors. 

•  

Key geographical terminology  

economy; employment sectors; manufacturing; service; employment structure; arable; pastoral; mixed; market 
gardens; profit; disposable income; Industrial Revolution; native; trade; imports; exports; balance of trade; 
transnational; multinational companies; globalisation; markets; labour intensive. 
 

Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work   

8-9  I understand the concept of globalisation and a global economy and I can evaluate it 
impact of different countries  

 

 I understand the importance of trade to the UK   

 I understand how tourism creates tertiary jobs   

6-7  I understand how manufacturing has changes in the UK  

 I can evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of a proposed factory site   

 I understand how employment structures change over time   

5  I can provide examples of businesses which operate within each employment sector   

 I understand that the main employment sector, primary, secondary, tertiary and 
quaternary sector  

 

 
 

Cycle 4: Weather and Climate  



 
Assessment Result 

 
SBE 

 
BE 

 
E 

 
AE 

 
SAE 

Unit Overview  

Knowledge:  

• To understand the difference between weather and climate  

• To understand how weather is mapped  

Skills:   

• use the synoptic code, weather charts and satellites to analyse weather patterns 

• interpret and draw climate graphs for the UK 

• interpret climate maps for the UK and the world 

• describe and explain weather patterns and the climate of the UK 

• use new geographical terminology – weather and climate 

• conduct a geographical enquiry to identify patterns of weather for a locality for a week. 

Link to national curriculum  

 
Understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key 
processes in: weather and climate. 
 
Use fieldwork in contrasting locations to collect, analyse and draw conclusions from geographical data, 
using multiple sources of increasingly complex information. 

Key geographical terminology  

 
air pressure; anticyclones; climate graph; clouds; cold front; condensation; convectional rainfall; depression; 
dew; dew point temperature; drought; frontal rainfall; frost; humidity; isobars; isotherms; occluded front; 
precipitation; relief rainfall; sunshine; synoptic code; temperature; warm front; warm sector; weather stations; 
wind. 
 

Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work  

8-9 I can interpret weather patterns using satellite images, weather charts and the synoptic code.   

 I understand the formation of depressions and anticyclones   

6-7 I understand how clouds are formed   

 I understand how weather data is presented   

 I understand that there are various climate zones across the world   

 I understand how weather is measured   

5 I understand that climate zones vary across the world   

 I know the climate of the UK  

 I understand there is a difference between weather and climate   

Cycle 5: Why are rivers important? 

 
Assessment Result 

 
SBE 

 
BE 

 
E 

 
AE 

 
SAE 



Unit Overview  

Knowledge  

• To understand how processes shape rivers and their landforms.  

 

Skills  

• compare an OS map with an aerial photo to identify river features and how people use rivers 

• use an OS map to draw a cross-section of a river valley 

• use ArcGIS to investigate the long profile of the River Tees 

• conduct a river fieldwork enquiry 

• describe and explain how rivers create landforms. 

Link to national curriculum  

• Understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key 
processes in physical geography relating to rivers. 

• Understand how human and physical processes interact to influence and change river landscapes. 

• Use fieldwork to collect, analyse and draw conclusions from geographical data. 

 

Key geographical terminology  

 
Intercepted; stored; infiltrating; run off; surface run-off; throughflow; groundwater flow; watershed; 
hydrologists; abrasion; attrition; hydraulic action; corrosion; transported; deposition; long profile; cross-profile; 
v-shaped valley; interlocking spurs; waterfall; plunge pool; gorge; meander; river cliff; slip-off slope; lateral 
erosion; flood plain; ox-bow lake; models; Bradshaw model. 
 

 

Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work  

8-9  I understand how to create a river enquiry based on the Bradshaw model   

 I can evaluate the effectiveness of river management strategies   

 I can explain how rivers can be managed  

6-7 I can explain the formation of a range of river landforms   

 I understand the influence of processes on the formation of river landforms   

 I understand how rivers are used   

5 I know that rivers change along their course I can name the sections of a river   

 I know what the water cycle is and its importance to the river system   

 

Cycle 6: What are the challenges and opportunities facing Africa?  
 

Assessment Result 
 

SBE 
 

BE 
 

E 
 

AE 
 

SAE 

Unit Overview  



Knowledge 

• To get a deeper understanding of the physical and human geography of the continent of Africa.  

 

Skills 

• interpret climate maps and graphs for Africa 

• use atlas maps and photos to investigate Africa 

• use latitude and longitude to locate places in Africa 

• interpret statistics, graphs, population density maps and population pyramids to 
investigate population change 

Link to national curriculum  

Locational knowledge 

• extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries 
using maps of the world to focus on Africa and its environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and major cities.  

Place knowledge 

• understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key 
processes in:  

o physical geography relating to weather and climate 

o human geography relating to population; economic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary 
and quaternary sectors; and the use of natural resources.  

Human and physical geography 

• understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes, 
environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on effective functioning of natural 
systems. 

Key geographical terminology  

 
Berlin conference; colonialism; desertification; imperialist; migrate; urbanisation; push and pull factors. 

Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work  

8-9 I understand the pattern of climate zones I Africa   

 I can identify the causes and consequences of desertification in Africa   

 I understand the challenges and opportunities for Africa   

6-7 I understand population distribution in Africa and the causes of population change   

 I understand there are differences in the levels of development of countries across Africa   

 I can discuss the effect of European colonialism in Africa   

5 I can explain the importance of natural resources to Africa  

 I can describe the physical landscape of Africa  

 

 

 

 

•  


