
Cycle 1: Why is the Middle East an important world region?   

 
Assessment Result 

 
SBE 

 
BE 

 
E 

 
AE 

 
SAE 

Unit Overview  

Knowledge  

• To understand and appreciate the physical and human geography of the Middle East region and the regions 
importance in the world. 

 
Skills  

• draw climate graphs 

• use atlas maps and photographs to investigate the Middle East 

• interpret statistics, graphs, population density maps and population pyramids to investigate popula-
tion change 

• consider different points of view and decisions that people make to change 

Link to national curriculum  

Locational knowledge 

• extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries using 
maps of the world to focus on the Middle East focusing on their environmental regions, including po-
lar and hot deserts, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities  

Human and physical geography 

o physical geography relating to: weather and climate  

o human geography relating to: population and urbanisation; international development; economic 
activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors; and the use of natural re-
sources  

 

Key geographical terminology  

desalination; diversifying; forced migration region; refugees; Mediterranean climate. 

 Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work  

 8-9  I understand some of the causes of conflict in the Middle East   

  I can evaluate the reasons for the differences in development in the Middle East   

 6-7 I can identify the reasons for the development of the UAE   

  I can draw and interpret a climate graph   

  I can discuss the varied levels of development across the Middle East   

 5 I understand the importance of oil to the Middle East   

  I know the climate zones of the Middle and the population distribution in the region   

    



Cycle 2: Will we ever know enough about earthquakes and volcanoes to 
live safely?  

 
Assessment Result 

 
SBE 

 
BE 

 
E 

 
AE 

 
SAE 

Unit Overview  

Knowledge: 

• To understand the links between volcanoes and earthquakes and plate tectonics  

• To understand the hazard risk associated with tectonic hazards and how they can be predicted 

and managed 

Skills:  

• interpret atlas maps, eyewitness accounts, scientific evidence and public information material to 
investigate plate tectonics 

• describe and explain the theory of plate tectonics. 

Link to national curriculum  

 
Human and physical geography 

• understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key pro-
cesses in: 

physical geography relating to plate tectonics 

Key geographical terminology  

associations; convergent boundary; composite cones; distributions; divergent boundary; epicenter; 
focus; lava; lithospheric or tectonic plates; magma; mid-oceanic ridge; moment magnitude scale; 
mountain belts and folds; natural disaster; natural hazard; ocean trench; pattern; plate tectonics; 
prediction; preparation; protection; relationships; ridge push; shield volcanoes; seismic waves; slab pull; 
subduction. 
 

Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work  

8-9  I can evaluate the value of living near a volcano or area at risk of earthquakes   

 I can explain the impacts of tectonic hazards using a case study   

6-7  I understand the methods of monitoring earthquake and volcanoes   

 I can explain the formation of earthquake and volcanoes at different types of plate boundary   

 I know the structure of the earth and its role influence on plate tectonics   

5 I understand the theory of continental drift and the evidence which supports it   

 I understand the distribution of volcanoes and earthquakes and the link to tectonic plates   

   



Unit Overview  

Knowledge  

To understand what is meant by development and compare development around the world  

To understand the actions taken to aid development  

Skills:  

• use a Development Compass Rose to classify indicators of development 

 

 

Link to the national curriculum  

 

• Understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key pro-
cesses in human geography relating to: population and urbanisation; international development; eco-
nomic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors; and the use of natural re-
sources. 
 

Key geographical terminology  

 
Development; developing; extreme poverty; quality of life; GNI; GNI per capita; choropleth map; Human 
Development Index (HDI); life expectancy; sustainability; ecological footprint; Industrial Revolution; gender 
inequality; child bride; international aid; bilateral aid; Department for International Development (DfID); 
United Nations; Sustainable Development Goals. 
 

Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work   

8-9  I can evaluate the different method of aiding development   

 I understand the different types of government aid and how they might be used   

6-7  I understand the causes of poverty   

 I understand how inequality occurs within countries   

 I can evaluate the use of multiple indicators to compare development   

 I understand that development is a process of change which occurs at different rates   

5  I understand how a range of indicators can be used to compare development   

 I understand that development is unequal   

Cycle 4: What happens where the land meets the sea?  

 
Assessment Results 

 
SBE 

 
BE 

 
E 

 
AE 

 
SAE 

 Unit Overview  

Cycle 3: What is development?  

 
Assessment Result 

 
SBE 

 
BE 

 
E 

 
AE 

 
SAE 



Knowledge:  

To understand fluvial process and how they shape the coastline  

Skills:   

• compare an OS map with aerial and ground-level photos to identify coastal landforms, and how 
people try to manage the coast 

• consider different viewpoints and justify decisions about coastal management. 

Link to national curriculum  

 
• Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the 

world, how these are interdependent and change over time. 

• Competence in geographical skills to analyse a range of data, to interpret a range of sources of 
geographical information, to communicate geographical information in a variety of ways. 

• Understanding of physical geography relating to rocks, weathering, and coasts. 

• Understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes 
and environments. 

• Geographical skills to interpret OS maps, GIS, aerial and satellite photographs. 

 

Key geographical terminology  

 
coastlines; coastal engineers; hard and soft engineering; erosion; corrosion (solution); hydraulic action; 
longshore drift; wave cut platforms; cliffs; headland; bay; beach; spit; bars; caves; arches; stacks; stumps; 
sediment; material; pebbles; groynes; sea walls; revetments; rip-rap/rock armour; beach replenishment; 
sustainability; sustainable development; social; economic; environmental. 
 

Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work  

8-9 I can evaluate the value of managing areas of coastline   

 I understand how coastlines can be managed with reference to a case study   

6-7 I can explain the formation of landforms of erosion   

 I can explain the formation of landforms of deposition   

5 I can explain how cliffs are weathered   

 I understand the processes which shape a coastline   

Unit Overview  

Knowledge  

Skills  

Cycle 5: How is Asia being transformed?  

 
Assessment Result 

 
SBE 

 
BE 

 
E 

 
AE 

 
SAE 

To understand the physical and human geography of the continent of Asia and explore 

the changing relationship between Asia and the rest of the world.  



• interpret climate maps for Asia 

• use atlas maps and photos to investigate Asia 

• interpret statistics, graphs, population density maps and population pyramids to investigate population 
change 

• consider different points of view and decisions that people make  

• apply understanding of migration and urbanisation to analyse a range of geographical information about 
Karnataka. 

Link to national curriculum  

Locational knowledge 

• extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries using maps of 
the world to focus on Asia  

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities, differences and links between places  

Human and physical geography 

• understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key processes in: 

o physical geography relating to weather and climate 

o human geography relating to population and urbanisation; international development; economic activity 
in the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors; and the use of natural resources. 

Key geographical terminology  

continent; monsoon; flood; transboundary water; UNICEF; deforestation; biome; adaptation; population pyramid; 
diverse; Silicon Valley; census data; urbanisation; megacities; migrating; rural; urban; 

Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work  

8-9  I understand the growing economic importance of Asia   

 I understand how China is helping to create an interdependent world   

 I can discuss the challenges and opportunities faced by people in Karnataka   

 I understand the population distribution in Asia and how population can be displayed and 
compared  

 

6-7 I understand how people influence a biome   

 I understand the formation of a monsoon climate   

 I understand the distribution of biomes in Asia   

5  I understand the causes and responses to flooding in Bangladesh   

 I understand that there is a diverse continent is Asia   

 

 

Cycle 6: Surviving in Extreme Environments 

 
Assessment Result 

 
SBE 

 
BE 

 
E 

 
AE 

 
SAE 

Unit Overview  



Knowledge  

• To understand the distribution of extreme environments within the world  

• To understand how the distribution of ice around the world changes through time 

• To understand how flora, fauna and humans adapt and exist within extreme environments  

Skills  

• use atlas maps and photos to investigate extreme environments  

• consider different points of view and decisions that people make  

• analyse a range of geographical data to explore the characteristics of polar regions  

Link to national curriculum  

Locational knowledge 

• extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries 
using maps of the world to focus on polar environments  

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities, differences and links between places  

Human and physical geography 

• physical geography relating to: weather and climate  

• Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the 
world, how these are interdependent and change over time. 

Key geographical terminology  

Sustainability, wind belt, latitude, altitude, prevailing winds, ecotourism, glacier, sea ice, ice shelves, iceberg, 
adaptation, permafrost, Inuit  

Please tick off the criteria that you have net during this cycle of work  

8-9  I can evaluate the sustainability of the interrelationship between native residents of the 
north pole and their environment  
 

 

 I can evaluate the involvement of Russia at the North Pole   

 I can discuss opportunities and challenges faced within extreme environments   

 I can explain how flora, fauna and humans can adapt to extreme environments   

6-7 I can describe the distribution of polar climates around the world   

 I can explain the factors contributing to polar climates   

 I understand that flora and fauna adapt to live within extreme environments   

5 I can locate extreme environments around the world   

 I understand that the two poles have similar climates   

 

 

 


