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Cycle 3    Globalisation     Topic 3 

Self‐Reflection 

From doing this assessment, the main thing 

I need to focus on is……. 

 

 

When we start the next topic, I should 

remember to…… 

Strategies For Success 

 Read the question carefully – RDPA/BUG it 

 Look at resources carefully and spend time ensuring you understand what is being shown 

 Do not rush your answers – give yourself thinking time 

 Remember the skills you have been taught in lessons 

 Remember to look at the diagrams and take time to answer the question 

 Remember to explain using connective e.g. ‘however’, ‘in addition’, ‘therefore’ 

 Look at the command word and think about what the question is asking you to do 

 Look at how many marks the question is worth as this will give you hint about exam technique and how much 

to write. 

Closing The Loop 

Answer the question/s instructed by your teacher fully in your book. 

Challenge 

Highlight the model answer given to identify the AO objectives. 

AO1 = knowledge   AO2 = Understanding  AO3 = application of understanding (often linked to case study detail) 



 
CURRICULUM CONTENT

This is a checklist of topics you need to know for your Geography exam. 

For each topic indicate your level of understanding in the pre‐unit at the 

start of the unit, mid‐unit and  post‐unit at the end  or as instructed in 

lessons by your teacher. 

PRE-UNIT MID-UNIT POST-UNIT
Red, 
amber or 
green 

Red, amber 
or green 

Red, amber or 
green 

EQ1: What are the causes of globalisation and why has it accelerated in recent decades? 
 

3.1 Globalisation is a long‐standing process which has accelerated because of rapid developments in 
transport, communications and businesses. 

 a. Define globalisation to include widening and deepening global 

connections, interdependence and flows (commodities, capital, 

information, migrants and tourists). 

         

 b. Explain how developments in transport and trade in the 19th century 

(railways, telegraph, steam‐ships) accelerated in the 20th century (jet 

aircraft, containerisation), have contributed to a ‘shrinking world’. 

         

 c. Describe and explain the rapid development in ICT and mobile 

development in the 21st Century ‐ lowering communication costs and 

contributing to time‐space compression. 

         

3.2  Political and economic decision making are important factors in the  acceleration of globalisation. 
 a. Discuss how international political and economic organisations (WTO, 

IMF, World Bank) have contributed to globalisation (through promotion of 

free trade policies and foreign direct investment). 

         

 b. Evaluate the roles of national governments in promoting free trade 

blocs (EU, ASEAN) and through policies (free‐market liberalisation, 

privatisation, encouraging business start‐ups). 

         

 c. Explain and evaluate how special economic zones, government 

subsidies and attitudes to FDI have contributed to globalisation in to new 

global regions. (See: China's 1978 Open Door Policy for example). 

         

3.3 Globalisation has  affected some places and organisations  more than others. 

 a. Assess how the degree of globalisation varies by country.           

 b. Understand it can be measured using indicators and indices (AT 

Kearney index, KOF index). 

         

 c. Understand the role of TNCs in globalisation ‐ contributing to its 

spread (global production networks, glocalisation and the development 

of new markets) and taking advantage of economic liberalisation 

(outsourcing and offshoring). 

         

 d. Discuss the reasons (physical, political, economic and environmental 

why some locations remain largely ‘switched off’ from globalisation (See: 

North Korea, Sahel countries as examples). 

         

EQ2: What are the impacts of globalisation for countries, different groups of people and cultures and the physical environment?
 

3.4 The global shift has created winners and losers for people and the physical environment. 

 a.  Describe the movement of the global economic centre of gravity to 

Asia via the global shift of manufacturing (e.g. China) and outsourcing of 

services (e.g. India). 

         



 b. Explain how this shift leads to changes in the built environment that 

can bring benefits (infrastructure investment, waged work, poverty 

reduction, education, and training) but also costs (loss of productive 

land, unplanned settlements, environmental and resource pressure). 

         

 c. Evaluate the impacts on health and wellbeing on communities in 

developing countries have experienced major environmental problems 

(including air and water pollution, land degradation, over‐exploitation of 

resources, and loss of biodiversity). 

         

 d. Discuss the social and environmental problems as a result of economic 

restructuring (dereliction, contamination, depopulation, crime and high 

unemployment) in some deindustrialised regions in developed countries. 

         

3.5 The scale and pace of economic migration has increased as the world has become more interconnected, 
creating consequences for people and the physical environment. 

 a. Explain why rural‐urban migration and/or natural increase is 

responsible for the growth of megacities (See: Mumbai, Karachi); rapid 

urban growth creates social and environmental challenges. 

         

 b. Explain why international migration has increased in global hub cities 

and regions and why this has deepened interdependence (elite migration 

‐ Russian oligarchs to London and mass low‐wage economic migration (‐ 

India to UAE, the Philippines to Saudi Arabia). 

         

 c. Examine the economic, social, political and environmental costs and 

benefits for host and source locations. 

         

3.6 The emergence of a global culture, based on western ideas, consumption, and attitudes towards the 
physical environment, is one outcome of globalisation. 
 a. Understand that cultural diffusion happens as a result of globalisation. 

TNCs, global media corporations (P: role of TNCs), tourism and migration 

create and spread an increasingly ‘westernised’ global culture which 

impacts on both the environment and people (see: Changing diets in 

Asia). 

         

 b. Understand the spread of a global culture has also led to new 

awareness of opportunities for disadvantaged groups (see: Paralympic 

movement) particularly in emerging and developing countries. 

         

 c. Discuss the impact of cultural erosion (loss of language, traditional 

food, music, clothes, social relations (see: loss of tribal lifestyles in Papua 

New Guinea) has resulted in changes to the built and natural 

environment (de‐valuing local and larger‐scale ecosystems). 

         

 d. Understand that concern about cultural impacts, economic and 

environmental exploitation has led to opposition to globalisation from 

some groups and discuss reasons. 

         

EQ3: What are the consequences of globalisation for global development and the physical environment and how 
should different players respond to its challenges? 

3.7 Globalisation has led to dramatic increases in development for some countries, but also widening 
development gap extremities and disparities in environmental quality. 
 
 a. Contrast economic measures (income per capita, economic sector 

balance) and social development indicators (Human Development Index 

         



(HDI), Gender Inequality Index (GII)) and environmental quality (air 

pollution indices). 

 b. Describe trends in widening income inequality, globally and nationally 

(measured using the Gini coefficient). 

         

 c. Explain how these trends suggest globalisation has created winners 

and losers for people and physical environments between and within 

developed, emerging and developing economies. 

         

 d. Show how contrasting trends in economic development and 

environmental management between global regions since 1970 indicate 

differential progress that can be related to the outcomes from 

globalisation. 

         

3.8 Social, political and environmental tensions have resulted from the rapidity of global change caused 
by globalisation. 

 a. Understand why open borders, deregulation and encouragement of 

FDI created culturally mixed societies and thriving migrant diasporas in 

some locations, but tensions resulted elsewhere (See: Rise of extremism 

in Europe, Trans‐boundary water conflicts in south‐east Asia) 

         

 b. Evaluate the attempts in some locations to control the spread of 

globalisation by censorship (See: China, North Korea), limiting 

immigration (See: UK, Japan) and trade protectionism. Refer to role of 

government and attitudes of pro‐  and anti‐immigration groups). 

         

 c. Give examples of groups, who seek to retain their cultural identity 

within countries and seek to retain control of culture and physical 

resources (See: First Nations in Canada), and others that embrace 

economic advantages 

         

3.9 Ethical and environmental concerns about unsustainability have led to increased localism and awareness 
of the impacts of a consumer society. 

 a. Describe the role of local groups and NGOs in promoting local sourcing 

(See: transition towns) to increase sustainability. Refer to economic, 

social and environmental costs and benefits. 

         

 b. Discuss the role of fair trade and ethical consumption schemes in 

reducing environmental degradation, the inequalities of global trade and 

improving working conditions for some people. 

         

 c. Evaluate the effectiveness of recycling's role in managing resource 

consumption, referring to product and place. (See: local authorities in 

UK, local NGOs such as Keep Britain Tidy). 

         

 
Geographical Skills for Topic 3 

Note: These skills are not exclusive to the topic areas under which they appear; you will need to be able to apply these 
skills across any suitable topic area throughout their course of study.
 Use of proportional flow lines showing networks of flows           

 Ranking and scaling data to create indices.           

 Analysis of human and physical features on maps to understand 

lack of connectedness. 

         



 Use of population, deprivation and land‐use datasets to quantify 

the impacts of deindustrialisation. 

         

 Use of proportional flow arrows to show global movement 

migrants from source to host areas 

         

 Interrogation of large data sets to assess data reliability and to 

identify and interpret complex trends. 

         

 Analysis of global TNC and brand value datasets to quantify the 

influence of western brands 

         

 Critical use of World Bank and United Nations (UN) data sets to 

analyse trends in 

         

 human and economic development, including the use of line 

graphs, bar charts and trend lines. 

         

 
Globalisation Keywords 

 

Term Meaning 
Agenda 21 

 

A program run by the United Nations with regards to sustainability, 21 refers to the 21st 
Century. 

Ageing population 
When the median age of a country or region rises due to raised life expectancy, or lower birth 

and death rates. 

Containerisation 
A logistical system of transporting goods in steel containers (each carrying 25000kg of 

goods). 

  

Core and periphery 

 

The division of the world into two major regions. The core includes the countries that contain 
most of the planet's wealth. The periphery are countries not with the benefits of global wealth 

and globalization. 

Centrally planned economy 

 

An economy where decisions are made by the state or government. 

Carbon sink 

 

A forest, ocean or other natural environment viewed by its ability to absorb carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere. 

Cultural Diffusion The spread of cultural beliefs and social activities into different cultures. 

Cultural Erosion The reduction of a culture due to globalisation 

Cumulative Causation 
- Like a multiplier effect, "Success breeds Success". As the core regions increase in prosperity 

the periphery regions will too due to their links with the core. 

Digital divide 
The gap between people with effective access to digital and information technology, and 

those with very limited access. 

Deindustrialisation 

 

Process of social and economic change caused by the removal or reduction of an industrial 
area. 

Diaspora  ‘To scatter about’ - People displaced from their homeland, voluntarily or forced. 

Downward Transition Zones  
A country or city with predicted economic decline, industrial reduction or switched off from 

globalisation (e.g. Scotland, Turkey, Brazil) 

Ecological footprint 

 

The measure of human demand on the Earth's ecosystems. 



Economic migrant 

 

Someone who has emigrated from one place to another with the purpose of seeking 
employment or improved quality of life. 

Emigration 

 

The movement of people out of a country or area. 

Enclaves 

 

A portion of territory within or surrounded by a larger territory whose inhabitants are 
culturally or ethnically distinct. 

Edge city 

 

A relatively large urban area situated on the outskirts of a city, typically along major roads. 

 

Fair trade 

 

Trade where fair prices are paid to producers in developing countries, and where their 
working conditions are monitored. 

Fertility rate 

 

The average number of children a woman of childbearing years would have in her lifetime, if 
she had children at the current rate for her country. 

First and third world countries 

 

First world countries are industrialised capitalist countries. Third world are developing 
countries. 

Fortress Europe 

 

Term from the WWII that referred to the areas of Continental Europe occupied by Nazi 
Germany and Hitler, as opposed to the free UK across the Channel. 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)  An investment by one country or business with an interest in another country 

Free trade International trade left to its natural course without tariffs, quotas, or other restrictions 

Grey pound 

 

A term used to refer to the economic power of the older generation in the UK. 

Globalisation 

 

Growth to a global or worldwide scale due to the increase of global flows and the 
interconnectedness of the world through the transfer of goods, services, capital, people and 

information. 

Global Hubs 
Cores that demonstrate connections to the world (through trade, ideas, migration, etc). TNCs 

and foreign direct investors will show an interest to base here. 

Glocalisation The adaptation of a good offered by a TNC to suit a local market. 

Host nation 

 

The nation that receives emigrants from other countries. 

Hyper-urbanisation 

 

Rapid and unchecked influx of migrants into a city, usually occurring in mega-cities more 
commonly in the developing world 

Hyper-Globalisation 
Someone who believes that globalisation and cultural diffusion is a positive process, which 

will lead to the formation of a homogeneous culture (one ‘super’ global culture) 

Illegal migrant 

 

A person that has either entered or left a country illegally, or has outstayed the limit allowed 
by their Visa in a country. 

IMF 

 

International Monetary Fund, a United Nations agency to promote trade by increasing the 
exchange stability of the major currencies 

Immigration 

 

The movement of people into a country or area. 

International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development 
(IBRD) and World Bank Group 
(WBG) 

Both offer loans and temporary financial assistance to developing countries. 

Informal sector 

 

Economic activity that is neither taxed or monitored by a government and is not included in 
the GNP. 

Liberalisation  
A reduction in government control within industry, creating opportunity for greater 

participation from private businesses and TNCs within an industry. 



Just-in-time 

 

A strategy used by companies to increase efficiency and decrease waste. 

KOF 
Index of Globalisation which takes into account the social, economic and political 

globalisation of a state. 

Megacity 

 

A city with population of ten million or above. 

Megalopolis 

 

A very large urban complex (usually involving several cities and towns) 

Millennium development goals 

Eight international development goals that 192 United Nations member states and at least 23 
international organizations have agreed to achieve by the year 2015. They include reducing 
extreme poverty, reducing child mortality rates, fighting disease epidemics such as AIDS, and 
developing a global partnership for development.

Modernisation theory 

 

Presumes that the ability or inability of a country to develop is primarily determined by its 
socio-cultural characteristics 

Natural increase and decrease 

 

The difference between CBR and CDR indicates natural growth or decline within a population; 
When births outnumber deaths, natural increase is occurring, when deaths outnumber births, a 
country experiences natural decrease

Net migration 

 

The difference between the level of immigration and the level of emigration. 

New economy 

 

New industries, such as biotechnology or the Internet, that are characterized by cutting-edge 
technology and high growth. 

Outsourcing 

 

Obtaining goods or services from an external/outside supplier. 

Offshoring Company moves parts of its operations to another country, often to save money. 

Periphery 

 
The outer edge of an area. 

Population structure 

 

The composition of a population, showing how it is divided up, usually present in a pyramid. 

Potential Areas of Growth 
Regions where future economic development are predicted due to their undeveloped 

resources (e.g. Canada, Qatar). 

Privatisation When national public services become owned by private businesses. 

Pull and push factors 

 

The factors that make people either emigrate from an area, or reasons to make people migrate 
to it. 

Quota 

 

A limitation on imports. 

Remittances 

Money that migrants send back to family and friends in their home countries, often in cash, 
forming an important part of the economy in many poorer countries, but harming the 

economy of where it's being sent from. 

Replacement level Number of children needed to replace a couple (2.0 theoretically, 2.1 in MDC, 2.7 in LDC) 

Replacement migration 

 

The movement of people from developing countries to developed countries that effectively 
supplies workers from overpopulated countries to countries where workers are becoming 

scarce due to greying populations. 

Reverse colonialism 

 
Non-western countries influencing developments in the west. 

Rural-urban migration The migration of people from rural areas into urban areas eg. cities. 

Seasonal Agricultural Workers 
Scheme (SAWS) 

 

EU scheme - people from countries outside EU allowed in for limited period to work in the 
agricultural sector. 



Seasonal workers 

 

Persons employed by a country other than their own for only part of a year because the work 
they perform depends on seasonal conditions. 

Special Economic Zones (SEZ) Regions where the government offer incentives to attract industry. 

Sheltered accommodation 

 

Special housing, usually for old people, where care staff also live. 

Social cohesion 

 

Social bonds; how well people relate to each other and get along on a day-to-day basis. 

Source nations 

 

The nation where migrants leave to travel to the host country. Eg. Poland is a source to the 
UK. 

Sovereignty  Control over a country's own laws and regulations. 

Structural adjustment packages 
Introducing changes to a nation's economy eg. currency devaluation, promotion of exports, 

cuts in public services. Usually made to qualify for an IMF loan. 

  

Sustainable development 

 

Development that meets the needs of the present day without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs. 

Tariff 

 
A list of duties or customs to be paid on export. 

Three D's 

 

Jobs that are dirty, dangerous and difficult. 

Total fertility rate (TFR) 

 
The average number of children a woman will have throughout her childbearing years. 

Tourist enclave 

 

Area set aside for tourists where they have little or no contact with the society they are visiting. 
May have no benefit on local economy, because much of the goods & services are brought in 
from outside. Some of labour will be local (unskilled & semi-skilled jobs). 

Transitional Company (TNC) A company which operates in different countries to where they are originally based. 

Trade blocs 

 

A group of neighbouring countries that promote trade with each other and erect barriers to 
limit trade with other blocs. 

Transformationalist  
This is the belief that globalisation won’t lead to the formation of a homogeneous culture. 

Instead, the flow of culture is two-way. 

Upward Transition Zones 
A country or city with predicted industrial and economic increase (e.g. Mexico, Iceland, “The 

Asian Tigers”). 

Urbanisation 

 

Increase in the proportion of the country’s population living in towns and cities. 

World bank 

 

A United Nations agency created to assist developing nations by loans guaranteed by member 
governments. 

World city 

 
A city with over 4 million people. 

World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) 

Members seek substantial reductions on tariffs and trade barriers and the elimination of 
preferences on a mutually advantageous basis.

 
 

Colour/highlight the grade column below YOU will TARGET for this year 
 

Assessment Question E D C B A A* 

1. Explain two ways in which individual states can benefit from 
trade bloc membership. [4 marks] 

      



2. Explain why some countries remain relatively ‘switched off’ 
from globalisation. [4 marks] 

      

3. Assess the extent to which globalisation is responsible for 
environmental degradation in developing and developed 
countries. [12 marks] 

      

4. Assess the impact of international organisations on flows of 
free trade and foreign direct investment. [12 marks] 

      

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

 
 



 

 
Exam Command Word 

 
Definition 

Analyse Break down the content of a topic, or issue, into its constituent 
elements in order to provide an in-depth account and convey an 
understanding of it. 

Annotate Add to a diagram, image or graphic a number of words that describe 
and/or explain features, rather than just identify them (labelling). 

Assess Consider several options or arguments and weigh them up so as to 
come to a conclusion about their effectiveness or validity. 

Comment Make a statement that arises from a factual point made – add a view, 
or an opinion, or an interpretation. In data/stimulus response 
questions, examine the stimulus material provided and then make 
statements about the material and its content that are relevant, 
appropriate and geographical, but not directly evident.  ‘Think like a 
geographer’. 

Compare Describe the similarities and differences of at least two phenomena. 
Contrast  Point out / Identify differences. No similarities needed. 
Critically Often occurs before ‘Assess’ or ‘Evaluate’ and invites an examination 

of an issue from the point of view of a critic with a particular focus 
on the strengths and weaknesses of the view being expressed. 

Define State the precise meaning of an idea or concept. 
Describe A map, use the acronym PLACE  Pattern, Latitude, Anomaly, Coast 

(influence of…), Example/s (from the map) 
A graph, use the acronym CASE  Correlation (increase/decrease), 
Anomaly, Sum (use the numbers/years and calculate by how much…), 
Example (use evidence from the graph) 

Discuss (using a case study) Set out both sides of an argument (for and against), and come to a 
conclusion. There should be some evidence of balance. 

Evaluate Consider several options or arguments and come to a conclusion about 
their importance/success/worth. 

Examine Provide a detailed account of the indicated topic. 
Explain……… 
Why………. 
Suggest reasons for……. 

Set out the causes of a phenomenon and/or the factors which 
influence its form/nature. This usually requires an understanding of 
processes.  

Justify (at AS) Give reasons for the validity of a view or idea or why some action 
should be undertaken. This might reasonably involve discussing and 
discounting alternative views or actions. 

Justify (at A2) As at AS but at A2 level each of the views present or options 
available will have positives and negatives. For the outcome(s) chosen, 
the positives outweigh the positives. Candidates should be able to 
explain all of this review process. 

Outline/Summarise Provide a brief account of relevant information. 
To what extent……. Form and express a view as to the validity of a view or statement 

after examining the evidence available and/or different sides of an 
argument. 



Topic Vocabulary.. I can express the terms to show understanding: 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 



A Level Geography Wider Reading and Research -  Year 12 
 

The best way to prepare yourself for essay writing is to read literature. It will help you to develop and 
engaging writing style required for the essay questions in your exams. These books should also help 
to inspire your love for the subject – the most important factor for success in your a-levels! 
 
Books to read 
1.The Bottom Billion: Why the poorest countries are failing and what can be done about it, Oxford University 
Press, Collier, P (2008)  
2. This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the Climate, Penguin. Klein, N (2015) 

3. No Logo, N Klein (1999)  A Globalizing world? Culture, Economics, Politics, Held, D. (2004)  
4. Geographies of Globalization, Murray, W.E. (2006)  
5. Poverty and Development into the 21st Century, Allen, T. and Thomas, A. (2000)  
6. Making Development Geography, Lawson, V. (2007)  
7. Blood Diamonds: Tracing the Deadly Path of the World's Most Precious Stones, Campbell, G.  
8. Fugitive Denim, Rachel Louise Synder (2008)  
9. Globalization and the Environment: Capitalism, Ecology and Power, Peter Newell (2012) 
10. Earth – The Power of the Planet, Stewart and Lynch 
11.  Green Development: environment and sustainability in the Third World, Adams  
 12. An Inconvenient Truth, Gore 
13. A Globalizing world? Culture, Economics, Politics, Held  
14. Touching the Void, Simpson  
15. Cool it: The sceptical environmentalist's guide to global warming, Lomborg 
 

 
Other Sources of Information 
Journals 

 Journals are a good way of keeping up to date with what’s happening in the world of geography. You 

can subscribe for a year or buy individual past publications.  

Some good Geography magazines are:  

 Geography Review, Go to: http://www.philipallan.co.uk/geographyreview/index.htm  

 Geographical, Go to: http://www.geographical.co.uk/Home/index.html 

National Geographic Magazine 

Royal Geographical Society 

 

 News  

You need to be aware of current global events that are related to the units you will be studying; so look 

out for things in the news to do with the topics we are studying. You can use Google Alerts to make 

this easier 

 http://www.google.co.uk/alerts?hl=en  

There are also many good websites you can use. News website are partially good at keeping you 

informed and up-to-date.  

News websites include –  

www.bbc.co.uk  

 http://www.telegraph.co.uk  

You can also use websites like –  



 http://www.nationalgeographic.com/  

 http://www.geographyalltheway.com/ 

 http://www.gatm.org.uk/  

 

There is a plethora of websites offering you help with the subject content. Many will cover topics you 

don’t study and most are based on the old specifications or different exam boards so check the content 

is relevant to you when using these sites. 

 

Films to see 
1.The Social Dilemma  

This documentary-drama hybrid explores the dangerous human impact of social networking, with tech 

experts sounding the alarm on their own creations. 

2. The True Cost 

This is a story about the clothes we wear, the people who make them, and the impact the industry has 

on our world. The price of clothing has been decreasing for decades, while the human and 

environmental costs have grown dramatically. The True Cost is a groundbreaking documentary that 

pulls back the curtain on the untold story and asks us to consider who really pays the price for our 

clothing? 

3. The End of Poverty  

The End of Poverty is a thought-provoking and very timely documentary revealing that poverty is not 

an accident.It began with military conquest, slavery and colonization that resulted in the seizure of 

land, minerals and forced labor. Today, global poverty has reached new levels because of unfair debt, 

trade and tax policies – in other words, wealthy countries exploiting the weaknesses of poor, 

developing countries. 

4.The Real Price of Shipping 
The cargo shipping industry is a key player in the world economy and forms the basis of our model 
of modern civilization. 90% of the goods we consume are manufactured elsewhere and brought to 
us by ship. In an audacious investigation, Freightened reveals the many faces of worldwide freight 
shipping and sheds light on the consequences of an all-but-visible industry. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Finally, see your student handbook for additional source of reading and information. 


