
Year 13 Cycle 1           Cycle 2 Cycle 3 Cycle 4 Cycle 5         Cycle 6 
Dates 31 August to 22nd October 8th November to 17th December 4th January to 11th February 21st February to 28th March 19th April to 27th May 6th June to 22nd July 
Weeks 8 weeks 6 Weeks  6 Weeks 6 Weeks 6 Weeks  7 weeks

Lessons  Lessons  Lessons  Lessons  Lessons   Lessons  Lessons

P.D. 31st August, 4th October - - - - - 

Unit of Work   Complete NEA/ Physical Systems & 
sustainability: The Water Cycle and 
Water Insecurity 

Physical Systems & sustainability: The 
Carbon Cycle and Energy Security 

Global development & connections: 
Superpowers  Global development & connections: 

Migration, Identity and Sovereignty 

Revision Revision  

Sequence 

(Links to EDEXCEL 
GCE A-E)  

AO1 Geographical 
Knowledge  

 

AO2 Geographical 
Understanding  

 

AO3 Application of 
knowledge and 
understanding 

5.1 The global hydrological 
cycle is of enormous 
importance to life on earth. 
a The global hydrological 
cycle’s system. 
 b The importance of fluxes 
between atmosphere, ocean 
and land. 
 c the global water budget limits 
water available for human use 
and water stores have different 
residence times; some stores 
are non-renewable (fossil water 
or cryosphere losses). 
 
 
5.2 The drainage basin is an 
open system within the global 
hydrological cycle. water cycle 
within a drainage basin. 
a Processes operating in the 
hydrological cycle  
b Physical factors within 
drainage. 
c Impact of human activities on 
the drainage basin 
 
5.3 The hydrological cycle 
influences water budgets and 
river systems at a local scale. 
a Water budgets role and 
characteristics 
b River regimes function 
c Physical and human features 
of the drainage basin affecting 
storm hydrographs. 
 
 
5.4 Deficits within the 
hydrological cycle result from 
physical processes, but can 
have significant impacts. 
a. Causes of drought 
bThe contribution human 
activity to the risk of drought.  
c The impacts of drought on 
ecosystem functioning and 
resilience. 
 
 
5.5 Surpluses within the 
hydrological cycle can lead to 
flooding, with significant 

6.1 Most global carbon is  
locked in terrestrial 
stores as  
part of the long-term  
geological cycle. 
a The biogeochemical 
carbon cycle  
b Geological carbon 
cycle. 
c Geological processes 
that release carbon into 
the atmosphere 
 
6.2 Carbon sequestration 
a Oceanic Sequestration, 
Ocean Carbon Pumps 
and Thermohaline 
Circulation 
b Terrestrial 
Sequestration  
c Biological 
decomposition 
 
6.3 A balanced carbon 
cycle is important in 
sustaining other systems 
but is increasingly 
altered by human 
activities. 
a Atmospheric carbon 
influence on the natural 
greenhouse effect 
b Ocean and terrestrial 
photosynthesis role 
c The impacts of the 
process of fossil fuel 
combustion  
 
6.4 Energy security is a 
key goal for countries, 
most relying on fossil 
fuels. development and 
physical factors. 
a Consumption and 
Energy mix 
b Factors influencing 
access to and 
consumption  
c Energy players roles in 
energy security 
 
6.5 Reliance on fossil 
fuels to drive economic 

7.1 Geopolitical power 
stems from a range of 
human and physical 
characteristics of 
superpowers. 
a Defining Superpowers, 
emerging and regional 
powers  
b Mechanisms of 
maintaining power 
c Maintaining power 
changes over time 
 
7.2 Patterns of power 
change over time and can 
be unit-, bi- or multi-polar. 
a Maintenance of power 
during the imperial era  
b Neo Colonial 
Mechanisms of Power 
patterns of power 
influence on geopolitical 
stability and risk. 

 
7.3 Emerging powers vary 
in their influence on 
people and the physical 
environment, which can 
change rapidly over time. 
a Emerging Powers 
 b Factors that can inhibit 
or advance economic 
powers future economic 
and political role 
 c Development theory  
 
7.4 Superpowers have a 
significant influence over 
the global economic 
system. 
a Superpowers influence 
on the global economy  
b TNCs role as an 
economic force. 
c Westernisation. 
 
7.5 Superpowers and  
emerging nations play  
a key role in  
international decision  
making concerning  
people and the 

8B.1 Globalisation has led 
to an increase in 
migration both within 
countries and among 
them. 
a Globalisation influence 
on national and 
international migration 
b Variation in global 
migration patterns   
c Factors influencing the 
changing pattern of 
international migration  
 
8B.2 The causes of 
migration are varied, 
complex and subject to 
change. 
a Reasons for migration  
b Consequences of 
migration.  
c Factors influencing 
unrestricted migration in 
some national and global 
regions 
 
 
8B.3 The consequences 
of international migration 
are varied and disputed. 
a Demographic and 
cultural impacts of 
migration.  
b Why migration cause 
political tensions?  
c Factors affecting the 
variations in the ability of 
people to migrate across 
national borders. 
 
8B.4 Nation states are 
highly varied and have 
very different histories. 
Factors influencing 
National sovereign states 
variation in ethnic, cultural 
and linguistic unity. 
b. Factors that created 
national borders  
c Contested borders and 
potential conflicts  
 
 

In class revision with 
particular focus on 
Paper 1. 
 
 
Reinforce and 
emphasize the 
application of the 
school’s revision 
strategies in answering 
exam questions, i.e. 
RDPA, retrieval 
practices etc. 
 
Use revision booklets, 
green revision guides 
and other strategies 
such as quick quizzes, 
case study mind-maps, 
flash cards, 
knowledge organizers 
and use of past papers 
 
 
PAPER 1 Exam 
Topics 1,2,3,4 and 
physical fieldwork and 
geographical skills 
 
 
PAPER 3 Exam 
Synoptic investigation of 
a geographical issue 

In class revision with particular 
focus on 
Paper 1. 
 
 
Reinforce and emphasize the 
application of the schools 
revision strategies in answering 
exam questions, i.e. RDPA, 
retrieval practices etc. 
 
Use revision booklets, green 
revision guides 
and other strategies such as 
quick quizzes, 
case study mind-maps, flash 
cards, 
knowledge organizers and use of 
past papers 
 
 
PAPER 2 Exam 
Topics 5,6,7,8 and human 
fieldwork and 
geographical skills 
 
 
PAPER 3 Exam 
Synoptic investigation of a 
geographical issue 



impacts for people. 
a Meteorological causes of 
flooding. 
b Human actions that can 
exacerbate flood risk. 
c Impacts of flooding 
 
5.6 Climate change may have 
significant impacts on the 
hydrological cycle globally and 
locally 
a Climate change influence on 
the hydrological cycle. 
b Climate change influence on 
stores and flows  
c Climate change impact on 
uncertainty in the system 
 
5.7 There are physical causes 
and human causes of water 
insecurity. 
a Water stress and water 
scarcity 
b Physical and human causes 
of water security 
c Global causes and impacts of 
water pressure 
 
 
5.8 There are Consequences 
and risks associated with water 
insecurity 
a The global pattern and 
causes of physical water 
scarcity and economic scarcity, 
and why the price of water 
varies globally.  
b The importance of water 
supply for economic 
development and the 
environmental and economic 
problems resulting from 
inadequate water.  
c National and international 
potential for conflicts over local 
and trans-boundary water 
sources 
 
 
 
 
 
5.9 There are different 
approaches to managing water 
supply, some more sustainable 
than others. 
a The pros and cons of the 
techno-fix of hard engineering 
schemes  
b Sustainable schemes of water 
supplies restoration and water 
conservation schemes.  
c Stakeholders roles in reducing 
water conflict risks 
 

development is still the 
global norm. 
a Physical geography 
influence on locations of 
conventional fossil fuel 
supply. 
b Energy pathways role 
and vulnerability in 
energy security 
c Unconventional fossil 
fuel energy resources  
 
6.6 There are 
alternatives to fossil fuels 
but each has its costs 
and benefits. 
6a Renewable and 
recyclable energy S.E.E 
costs and benefits to 
energy security 
b Biofuels global 
increase as an 
alternative energy source 
pros and cons 
c Radical technologies 
potential influence on 
reducing carbon 
emissions. 
 
6.7 Biological carbon 
cycles and the water 
cycle are threatened by 
human activity. 
a Impact on the carbon 
cycle caused by the 
global growing demand 
for food, fuel and other 
resources. 
b Potential risks of ocean 
acidification, as a result 
of its role as a carbon 
sink.  
c Impacts of the 
enhanced greenhouse 
effect 
 
6.8 There are 
implications for human 
well-being from the 
degradation of the water 
and carbon cycles. 
a Forest loss and stores 
implications 
b Increased 
temperatures effect on 
water stores 
c Impacts of threats to 
ocean health on human 
well-being, especially in 
LIDC/EDC. 
 
6.9 Further planetary 
warming risks large-
scale release of stored 
carbon, requiring 

physical environment 
a Superpowers and 
emerging nations role in 
global action  
b International 
organisations role in  
geostrategy and global 
influence. 
c The UNs influence on  
global geopolitical stability 
 
7.6 Global concerns about 
the physical environment 
are disproportionately 
influenced by superpower 
actions 
a Environmental 
degradation concerns 
b Challenges by 
stakeholders over global 
agreements on 
environmental issues. 
c Rising middle class 
consumption in emerging 
superpowers. 
 
7.7 Global influence is 
contested in a number of 
different economic, 
environmental and 
political spheres. 
a Conflict over resources 
b Intellectual property 
c Contested Areas 
 
7.8 Developing nations 
have changing 
relationships with 
superpowers with 
consequences for people 
and the physical 
environment. 
a Ties with LIDC/EDC 
b Tensions with Asia 
c Superpower challenges 
 
7.9 Existing superpowers 
face ongoing economic 
restructuring, which 
challenges their power. 
a Economic problems to 
USA and EU.  
b The economic costs of 
maintaining global 
powers.  
c Uncertainty over future 
power structures 
 
 

8B.5 Nationalism has 
played a role in the 
development of the 
modern world 
a 19th-century 
nationalism importance in 
the development of 
empires and conflicts 
b.SEEP impacts from 
emerging empires 
conflicts 
c Patterns of migration 
influence in changing the 
ethnic composition and 
cultural heterogeneity of 
former colonies.  
 
8B.6 Globalisation has led 
to the deregulation of 
capital markets and the 
emergence of new states. 
a Globalisation role in 
creating tax havens.  
b Concerns about tax 
havens 
c Globalisation influencing 
on growing inequalities 
and emerging alternative 
economies. 
 
 
8B.7 Global organisations 
are not new but have 
been important in the 
post-1945 world. 
a The United Nations role 
in globalisation 
b Impacts of UN 
Interventions 
c Member states 
independent intervention 
impacts on geopolitical 
relations and global 
stability. 
 
 
8B.8 IGOs established 
after the Second World 
War have controlled the 
rules of world trade and 
financial flows 
a IGOs influence on world 
trade and finance 
b Impacts of global 
borrowing rules and trade 
policies 
c Emergence of regional 
global trade and financial 
IGOs 
 
8B.9 IGOs have been 
formed to manage the 
environmental problems 
facing the world, with 
varying success. 



 responses from different 
players at different 
scales. 
6.9a Factors affecting 
the uncertainty of future 
emissions, atmospheric 
concentration levels and 
climate warming. 
b Adaptation strategies 
for climate change 
c Challenges of 
rebalancing global 
climate through 
mitigation strategies  
 
 

a Global environmental 
issues.  
b IGOs role in mitigating 
environmental problems. 
c IGO responsibility for 
Antarctica  
 
 
8B.10 National identity is 
an elusive and contested 
concept. 
a Nationalism Importance.  
b Factors influencing 
identity and loyalty  
c Why is national identity 
and loyalty a complex 
issue 
 
8B.11 There are 
challenges to national 
identity 
a Ownership of UK-based 
companies  
b ‘Westernisation’ 
influence in promoting a 
dominant capitalist model.  
c Ownership of property, 
land and businesses 
impacts on national 
identity.  
 
8B.12 There are 
consequences of disunity 
within nations. 
a Nationalist movements 
b Globalisation influence 
on political tensions in the 
BRIC and other emerging 
nations.  
c The role of the state. 

AO4 

Geographical 

Skills 

Interpret data tables 
Describing relationships in 
bivariate data 
Scatter-graphs 
Atlas maps 
Ratio 
Bar graphs  
Line graphs 
Pie charts 
Photos/Cartoons 
Climate graphs 
Population pyramids 
Thematic maps 
Choropleth maps 
Diagrams/models 
Analysing text 

Describing distributions 
on maps 
Drawing sketch diagrams 
Interpreting GIS mapping 
of 
earthquakes 
Thematic maps – 
temperature, 
precipitation and wind 
Rose Charts 
Climate graphs 
Magnitude and 
frequency 
Central tendency – mean 
and range 
Frequency 
Pictures and diagrams 
Atlas maps 

Atlas maps 
Photo interpretation 
Analysing text 
Proportional Circles 
Fieldwork Enquiry and 
data 
collection 
Sampling Strategies 
Mean, Percentages, 
Flow line Maps (Footfall) 
Bar charts (Footfall) 
Bi-Polar graphs (EQA) 
Calculate percentages 
Patterns and trends on 
line graphs 

Photo interpretation 
OS maps –contour lines, 
scale, grid references, 
using key 
Climate graphs 
Geology maps 
Photo annotation 
Interpreting diagrams 
Geology Map 
Satellite images 
Thematic maps of UK 
Interpreting data 
Mean, mode, modal 
class, median 
Calculating percentages 
Vertical bar graphs 
Radial graphs 
Line graphs 
Scatter graphs and line of 
best fit 

Atlas maps 
Line graphs 
Diagrams 
Distribution maps of 
Biomes 
Photo interpretation 
Analysing text 
Climate graphs 
Photo annotation 
OS maps 
Satellite maps 
 

 
Fieldwork enquiry and data 
collection 
Transferable skills including and 
not limited to: 
Information Management 
Problem Solving 
Teamwork Skills 
Self-managers 
Reflective 
Creative and critical thinking 
Independent enquirers 
Project management 
Analysis - evaluation 
Communication 
 



 

 
Key Building 
Blocks 

Interpreting statistics, graphs and 
maps at different scales 

Processes 
Interaction between physical & human 
environments 

Processes 
Interaction between physical & human 
environments 

Human and physical features 
Geographical skills 

Human and physical features Geographical 
skills 
Interaction between 
physical & human 
environments. 

 
Human and physical features Geographical 
skills 
Interaction between physical & human 
environments. 

 
Retrieval 
Practices 

Low stakes quizzes
Do Now activities e.g. card 
sorts Interleaved themes 
KO’s- 
homework 
Dual coding

Low stakes quizzes
Do Now activities e.g. card sorts 
Interleaved themes 
KO’s- homework 
Dual coding 

Low stakes quizzes
Do Now activities e.g. card sorts 
Interleaved themes 
KO’s- homework 
Dual coding 

Low stakes quizzes
Do Now activities e.g. card sorts 
Interleaved themes 
KO’s- homework 
Dual coding 

Low stakes quizzes
Do Now activities e.g. card sorts 
Interleaved themes 
KO’s- homework 
Dual coding 

Low stakes quizzes
Do Now activities e.g. card sorts 
Interleaved themes 
KO’s- homework Dual 
coding 

 
 
Key Skills 

Developing 
vocabulary Written 
communication 
Analysis of a range of maps 
and sources 
Mathematical skills 

Developing vocabulary 
Written communication 
Analysis of a range of maps and 
sources 
Mathematical skills 

Developing vocabulary 
Written communication 
Analysis of a range of maps and 
sources 
Mathematical skills 

Developing vocabulary 
Written communication 
Analysis of a range of maps and 
sources 
Mathematical skills 

Developing vocabulary 
Written communication 
Analysis of a range of maps and 
sources 
Mathematical skills 

Developing vocabulary 
Written communication 
Analysis of a range of maps and 
sources 
Mathematical skills 

 
Literacy 

Written & Oral 
communication Tier 2 & 3 
vocab development 

Written & Oral communication 
Paragraph & Essay structure 
Tier 2 & 3 vocab development 

Written & Oral communication 
Paragraph & Essay structure 
Tier 2 & 3 vocab development 

Written & Oral communication 
Paragraph & Essay structure 
Tier 2 & 3 vocab development 

Written & Oral communication 
Paragraph & Essay structure 
Tier 2 & 3 vocab development 

Written & Oral communication 
Paragraph & Essay structure Tier 2 
& 3 vocab development 

Numeracy Statistical Analysis Statistical Analysis Statistical Analysis Statistical Analysis Statistical Analysis. Types of data Statistical Analysis 

 
Formative 
Assessment 

Peer & Self-
Assessment Model 
answer comparison 
Low stakes quizzes 
Teacher feedback 
Exam questions

Peer & Self-Assessment 
Model answer comparison 
Low stakes quizzes Teacher 
feedback 
Exam questions 

Peer & Self-Assessment 
Model answer comparison 
Low stakes quizzes Teacher 
feedback 
Exam questions 

Peer & Self-Assessment 
Model answer comparison 
Low stakes quizzes Teacher 
feedback 
Exam questions 

Peer & Self-Assessment 
Model answer comparison 
Low stakes quizzes Teacher 
feedback 
Exam questions 

Peer & Self-Assessment Model 
answer comparison Low stakes 
quizzes Teacher feedback 
Exam questions 

Summative 
Assessment 

End of unit knowledge test End of unit knowledge test End of unit knowledge test End of unit knowledge test End of unit knowledge test AP3 Exam Paper (Spaced) 

Home Learning 
Opportunities 

Tasks set by teacher as deemed 
appropriate 
Preparation for end of topic test – 
creation of revision materials 

Tasks set by teacher as deemed 
appropriate 
Preparation for end of topic test – 
creation of revision materials 

Tasks set by teacher as deemed 
appropriate 
Preparation for end of topic test – 
creation of revision materials 

Tasks set by teacher as deemed 
appropriate 
Preparation for end of topic test – 
creation of revision materials 

Tasks set by teacher as deemed 
appropriate 
Preparation for end of topic test – 
creation of revision materials 

Tasks set by teacher as deemed 
appropriate 
Preparation for end of topic test – 
creation of revision materials 

 
SMSC 

Migration 
Challenging stereotypes and 
racism Accepting and becoming 
aware of different cultures 

Sustainability 
Reflect on winners and losers- hard/soft 
engineering 

Sustainability 
Reflect on winners and losers- hard/soft 
engineering 

Accepting and becoming aware of 
different cultures 

Sustainability 
Climate change 
Individuals impact on the world 

-

Linking 
curriculum 
to careers 

Urban 
planning 
Demograph
y 

Ordnance Survey 
Geologist Environmental 
Agency Urban Planning 

Ordnance Survey 
Geologist Environmental 
Agency Urban Planning 

Tourism 
Interpreter 

Ordnance 
Survey 

Geographic Information Survey 
Retail Planning 

Environmental Agency 
Energy groups 


