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● A changing presidency: the rise and decline of 
Republicanism to 1933; the influence of Roosevelt; 
changing styles of presidential leadership, 1945–72; a 
decline in confidence, 1968–80. 
● Influences on the political landscape: from rugged 
individualism to New Deal ideas in the 1920s and 30s; the 
Red Scares and anti-communism, 1917–80; liberalism, 
counter-culture and the conservative reaction, c1960–80. 
● The impact of war on domestic politics: the reasons for a 
return to ‘normalcy’ and a commitment to isolationism, 
1917–41; US emergence as a Cold War superpower from 
1941; the impact of involvement in Korea and Vietnam. 
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● Black American civil rights, c1917–55: life in the South and 
the impact of northern migration, 1917–32; the impact of 
the New Deal, the Second World War and the Truman 
presidency; from legal challenge to direct action, 1917–55. 
● Black American civil rights, c1955–80: changing patterns 
and approaches, 1955–68, including southern-based 
campaigning, the emergence of Black Power and King’s 
northern strategy; the impact of civil rights legislation: 
achievements and limits to success, 1955–80. 
● The search for minority rights, 1960–80: the reasons for, 
and nature of, Native American and hispanic American 
campaigns; the emergence of the gay rights movement; 
achievements, and limits to success, of minority campaigns. 
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