
History Year 13 Industrialisation unit 
 1

 J
o

si
ah

 
W

ed
g

w
oo

d
: 

ch
in

a 
an

d
 

ca
n

al
s,

 
1

7
5

9
–

8
7

 
  

● The development of Wedgwood china: Josiah Wedgwood’s 
experimental work; the roles of Sarah Wedgwood, Queen 
Charlotte, the Duke of Bridgewater; the influence of trade 
with the East in developing a taste for porcelain. 
● The importance to Wedgwood of the construction of the 
Trent and Mersey canal and availability of the canal system. 
● The significance of Josiah Wedgwood’s involvement with the 
Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade; the importance 
of the slave medallion. 
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● The growth of Quarry Bank Mill: choice of site, impact of 
the French wars, 1793–1815, the roles of Samuel Greg, 
Peter Ewart, Matthew Fawkner and Hannah Greg. 
● Dealing with the labour problem; connections with the Poor 
Law system; accommodating and managing the workforce. 
● The significance of Quarry Bank Mill for the development of 
the cotton industry in Lancashire in the years to 1816. 
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