A level Geography (9GEO) Edexcel Specification

For all students to acquire a sound knowledge base of both human and physical Geography. To develop an analytical and evaluative understanding of the world through discussion and
written responses on case studies and topical issues.

In our Geography department we teach GCSEs across three years however students do not choose their GCE subjects until end of year 9 so KS3 is 3 years and KS4 is 2 years.
In Geography we have a clear structure to our lessons, there are 4 parts, the “do now” which is for memory recall, and this brings forward the long-term memory from the previous
lesson and topics. This means the student is then ready to attach the new information in the lesson.

All students self-assess their “do now”, this is then followed by new information which is embedded through pictures and repetition and followed by a worksheet. The worksheet will
focus student’s attention on just completing the key parts we want them to understand and remember.

Students then practice recalling the new information they have learnt through talk tasks with their partner and cold calling students in class with pictures and sentence starters on the
board. Finally, students then complete an exam question or longer answer question to demonstrate what they have learnt. This is done in two ways; they are either given sentence
starters on the board and must not use the worksheet (testing memory recall). Or they are given no structure and allowed to use their worksheet (testing structure of exam answers).
As a department we are keen to ensure that students understand how Geography influence their everyday lives and how it can be used in practice. This is through fieldwork
opportunities in both year 9 and 10. As well as outside speakers, local competitions that | have set up and run (Geography Mastermind-city wide quiz for year 9’s), as well as debate
lessons. The content of the lessons is closely monitored through an audit, (see attached). This then ensures we are teaching all the necessary skills throughout Geography.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Geography/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson-Edexcel-GCE-A-level-Geography-specification-issue-5-FINAL.pdf

Paper 1 (Paper code: 9GE0/01)

First assessment: May/June 2018.

The assessment is 2 hours and 15 minutes.

The assessment is out of 105 marks.

The assessment consists of three sections.

Section A: students must answer all questions.

Section B: students answer either Question 2 (Glaciated Landscapes and Change) or
Question 3 (Coastal Landscapes and Change) in Section B.

Section C: students must answer all questions.

The paper may include short open, open response, calculations and resource-linked
questions. The examination includes 12-mark and 20-mark extended writing questions.
Calculators may be used in the examination.

Paper 3 (Paper code: 9GE0/03)

» First assessment: May,/June 2018.

+ The assessment is 2 hours and 15 minutes.
The assessment is out of 70 marks.
Students must answer all questions.

= The paper may include open response, calculations and resource-linked questions. The
examination includes 8-mark, 18-mark and 24-mark extended writing questions.

» Caloulators may be used in the examination.

Content assessed

= Synoptic assessment of geographical skills, knowledge and understanding (within a
place-based context) from compulsory content drawn from different parts of the course.

Content assessed

Section A assesses Area of study 1, Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards.

Section B assesses Area of study 1, Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and Change.
This includes tweo optional sub-topics from which students choose one:

2A Glaciated Landscapes and Change or 2B Coastal Landscapes and Change.

Section C assesses Area of study 3, Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity and
Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security.

Paper 2 (Paper code: 9GE0/02)

First assessment: May/June 2018.

The assessment 2 hours and 15 minutes.

The assessment is out of 105 marks.

The assessment consists of four sections.

Section A: students must answer all questions.

Section B: students must answer all questions.

Section C: students answer either Question 3 (Regenerating Places) or Question 4
(Diverse Places).

Section D: students answer either Question 5 (Health, Human Rights and Intervention)
or Question &6 (Migration, Identity and Sovereignty).

The paper may include short open, open response, calculations and resource-linked
questions. The examination includes 12-mark and 20-mark extended writing questions.

Calculators may be used in the examination.

Mon-examination assessment: Independent Investigation (Paper code: 9GED/D4)

s The student undertakes an independent investigation, producing a written report of
3000-4000 words.

The student defines a question or issue relating to the compulsory or optional content.
The student’s investigation will incorporate fieldwork data (collected individually or as part
of a group) and own research and/for secondary data.

The report will evidence independent analysis and evaluation of data, presentation of data
findings and extended writing.

The report is intermally assessed and externally moderated.

The independent investigation report must be submitted at the end of the course.

Centres must ensure that independent investigation reports submitted are valid for the
series in which they are submitted.

Content assessed

Section A assesses Area of study 2, Topic 3: Globalisation.

Section B assesses Area of study 4, Topic 7: Superpowers.

Section C assesses Area of study 2, Topic 4: Shaping Places. This comprises two optional
sub-topics from which students choose one: 44 Regenerating Places or

48 Diverse Places.

Section D assesses Area of study 4, Topic 8: Global Development and Connections. This
comprises two optional sub-topics from which students choose one: 84 Health, Human
Rights and Intervention or 88 Migration, Identity and Sovereignty.

Content assessed

The fieldwaork which forms the focus and context of the individual investigation may be either
human, physical or integrated physical-human. The topic must relate to an aspect of
geography in the specification, and facilitate the development of the following core skills:

= research relevant literature sources and understand and write up the theoretical or
comparative context for a research question

define the research questions which underpin field investigations

demonstrate practical knowledge and understanding of field methodologies appropriate to
the investigation of core human and physical processes

+ observe and record phenomena in the field and devise, implement and justify practical
approaches taken in the field, incuding frequency/timing of observation, sampling, and
data collection approaches so that good guality data/ information can be collected
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the techniques appropriate for analysing
field data and information and for representing results, and show ability to select suitable
quantitative or qualitative approaches and to apply them

demonstrate the ability to interrogate and critically examine field data in order to comment
on its accuracy and/or the extent to which it is representative, and use the experience to
extend geographical understanding

show the ability to write up field results clearly and logically, using a range of presentation
methods and apply existing knowledge, theory and concepts in order to understand field
observations and make a well argued case

evaluate and reflect on fieldwork investigations, explain how the results relate to the wider
context and show an understanding of the ethical dimensions of field research.




Curriculum Overview

Dynamic Landscapes: Dynamic Landscapes: Dynamic Places: Dynamic Places: Shaping Revision Revision. Fieldwork and NEA
Coastal Landscapes and | Tectonic Processes and Globalisation Places/Option 4A - ’ Prep
Change Hazards Regenerating Places

Complete NEA/ Physical Systems & Global development & Global development & Revision and Exams
Physical Systems & sustainability: The connections: Superpowers connections: Migration,
sustainability: The Carbon Cycle and Identity and Sovereignty
Water Cycle and Water Energy Security

Insecurity




