History Curriculum Statement.

Linear Qualification: The specification is for a linear A Level, meaning the qualification is
assessed at the end of the course.

Breadth and Depth Studies: The course combines thematic breadth studies (Paper 1) with in-
depth historical periods (Paper 2), offering students a coherent learning experience.

Choice of Topic: Students have some choice in Paper 3, allowing them to select a topic
within the same historical period as their Paper 1/2 route or from a different period,
ensuring a broad range of at least 200 years.

Assessment: Assessments include traditional analytical history essays, requiring students to
present historical explanations, assess historical significance, and make substantiated
judgments using criteria they develop.

Focus on Critical Thinking: The specification emphasises intellectual rigour, allowing students
to think critically about societal developments and engage with historians' arguments to
form their own informed opinions.

KS5 Overview

For the Edexcel A-Level History course, the "American Dream" is the overarching theme of
the USA, ¢.1917-96, focusing on the concept that anyone could achieve prosperity and a
better life through hard work, and assessing its reality for different groups over time. The
course examines how this ideal was affected by events like the Great Depression, World
Wars, the post-war boom, and the Reagan presidency, and analyses who benefited and who
was excluded, including ethnic minorities, women, and the poor.

For Edexcel A-Level History, the "India" topic refers to CA7: The Indian subcontinent: the
road to independence 1918-47, a unit within the broader Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced
GCE in History (9HI0) qualification. This topic focuses on the events leading to India's
independence from British rule, including key milestones like the formation of the Indian
National Congress and the Muslim League, the Amritsar massacre, various independence
movements, and ultimately, the Partition of India in 1947.

For Edexcel A-Level History, "Industrialisation" refers to the topic Industrialisation and social
change in Britain, 1759-1928, which is a core component of the Paper 3: Modern depth
study. The course covers the period of rapid economic and social transformation driven by
new technologies, industry, and urbanisation, and assesses students' understanding of key
themes like change, continuity, causation, and historical interpretation.



