Key Stage 5

At Key Stage 5 we offer A Level Product Design. It is essential that students undertaking the
A Level have prior GCSE experience of the subject. Students will be required to undertake a
substantial design and make project for their NEA. This will be worth 50% of their overall
grade. As well as the NEA there will be two examinations at the end of Year 13. The
examinations will make up the other 50% of the final grade and total four hours (1.5hrs &
2.5hrs).

At A Level students will be expected to be driven and self-motivated. It is essential the
students are independent learners as they will be studying independently outside of lesson
time. They will be responsible for meeting deadlines and the course requires commitment
and dedication. The students will have nine Product Design lessons over the two week
timetable but are expected to study for a minimum of four hours per week additional to this
per subject.

Year 12

During Year 12 students will undertake a series of mini practical projects/tasks to cover
some of the theory content. Other lessons may be completely theory based and students
will track their own knowledge as way of planning their revision.

Students will develop their ability to be creative and innovative whilst having full access to
all the resources in the department. We welcome the students to work in the department
and make full use of the facilities during their study periods.

Students will begin their NEA after the Easter Break. Students will need to demonstrate their
passion for design during their project, we advise our students to attend exhibitions and
design centers where possible to inform and develop their own design ethos.

Year 13

During their final year at Norlington School, students will continue working on their NEA
with the final deadline planned for February half term. Theory based lessons will be
delivered as part of planned lesson time and students are expected to self-manage and
ensure they are meeting all the deadlines set for the NEA.

The NEA involves problem solving within a context for a real client. Students will develop
and enhance their design and making skills, whilst communicating this process effectively as
part of a design portfolio to be submitted to the Exam Board.

At the end of Year 13, the boys will have two exams to take. In the lead up to the exams,
lessons will be focused on revision and consolidation of knowledge learnt over the two year
course.

More information can be found here: https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/design-and-
technology/as-and-a-level/design-and-technology-product-design-7552




