A Level Religious Studies (H573) OCR Specification

Religious Studies provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about
God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. It develops
pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Islam and Christianity as well as other religious traditions and world views.

Philosophy of religion
Learners will study:

Religious Studies offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development. It enhances pupils’ = ancient philosophical influences Philosophy of
awareness and understanding of religions and beliefs, teachings, practices and forms of expression, as well as of *  thenatureofthe soul, mind and body religion 33.3%
the influence of religion on individuals, families, communities and cultures ' SEUMiERLs ADout the existence ar Ron-custence
’ ’ ' of Ged (o1 of total
- the nature and impact of religious experience 120 marks
Through the study of religions pupils will learn from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions whilst also . the challenge for religious belief of the problem 2 hour wiitten paper A Level
exploring their own beliefs. Students are challenged to reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of evil
i i . . . X X L . - ideas about the nature of God
of truth, belief, faith and ethics and to effectively communicate their responses. We believe Religious Studies is s issuesin religious language.
particularly important in terms of encouraging pupils to develop their sense of identity and belonging. It enables
them to flourish individually within their communities and as citizens in a pluralistic society and global community. Religinn and ethics
. . . . . . . . Learners will study:
It also develops key skills such as analysis and evaluation. The curriculum is designed to provide all students with a . normative ethical thearies N )
broad knowledge of different faiths and beliefs. In keeping with the recent Key concepts are introduced in Key +  theapplication of ethical theary to two Religion and ethics 33.39%
Stage 3, and then developed with greater depth and detail when returned to in later years. Knowledge is built contemporary issues of importance (02) of total
upon sequentially. As students’ progress through the course they are given opportunities to reflect and build on *  ethicallanguage and thought 120 marks
K . . K A - debates surrounding the significant idea of i A Le EI
prior learning. Analytical and evaluative skills are embedded throughout and students are encouraged to develop conscience 2 hour written paper W
their own opinions as well as being able to articulate the beliefs of others. = sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought

af developments in religious beliefs.

Lessons in review weeks give students the opportunity to draw connections between different concepts in the .
Developments in religious thought

preceding cycles. For example, in year 7 students first study different religious beliefs about God and also holy Learners will study:
books. They next look at the different ways in which religious people practice worship. Work in the review week = religious beliefs, values and teachings, their
will allow them to consider how these beliefs and practices are interconnected. '”‘;’FDT““"”‘ . "'DW‘“EI; wary historically
. . . . .. . . . and in the contemporary wor Developments in
In keeping with the recent OFSTED review into religious education the curriculum at Norlington allows students to +  sources of religious wisdorm and authority religious thought 33.3%
cover substantive content in depth, rather than covering excessive amounts of information superficially. In = practices which shape and express religious (03-07) «370
addition: identity, and how these vary within a tradition O-F total
. . . . . . . . - ignificant ial and historical d I ts i 120 marks
What is taught and learned in RE is grounded in what is known about religion or non-religion from academic study. :E:;;;:a:;cr':";;us':hz[l';:t SEapnehts A Level
This helps prevent pupils from developing misconceptions about religion and non-religion. +  keythemes related to the relatianship between 2 hour written paper
e Pupils study certain areas of the RE curriculum in depth and acquire a range of detailed knowledge of religion and society
different concepts and ideas, which they remember long term. Drawing on this prior knowledge enables in the context of one religion chosen from Christianity

{03), Islam (04, Judaizm (05], Buddhism (06) or

them to consider more complex ideas about religion. Leaders and teachers select this ‘depth of study’ inghsisen (07]
INauism M

from contrasting religious and/or non-religious traditions so that pupils avoid developing
misrepresentations.

e  The curriculum is well sequenced to ensure that pupils learn the knowledge they need for later topics.

e Thereis a consideration of when pupils should relate the content to their own personal knowledge (for
example, their own prior assumptions).

. How the curriculum is taught and assessed focuses pupils’ attention squarely on the knowledge they
need to learn.




Curriculum Overview

Ancient philosophical
influences
Soul, mind and body
Arguments for the
existence of God -
arguments from
observation

Arguments for the
existence of God —
arguments from reason

Religious experience

The problem of evil

Natural law
Situation ethics

Kantian ethics

Euthanasia

Business ethics

Augustine on human
nature

Death and the
afterlife

Knowledge of god’s
existence

The person of Jesus Christ
Christian moral principles

Christian moral action

The nature and
attributes of God

Religious language

Religious language:
twentieth century
perspectives

Meta-ethics
Conscience

Sexual ethics

Pluralism
Gender
Secularism

Liberation theology and marx

Revision and Exam




