IMPROVING LITERACY IN SECONDARY SCHOOL
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Activities: What does it look like in your department?

Provide high quality
literacy
interventions for
struggling students

Schools should expect and proactively plan to support students with the weakest levels of literacy,
particularly in Year 7.

* Developing a model of tiered support, which increases in intensity in line with need.

e Assessment should be used to match students to appropriate types of intervention, and to
monitor the impact of interventions.

e Creating a co-ordinated system of support is a significant challenge

Provide
opportunities for
structured talk

Talk matters: both in its own right and because of its impact on other aspects of learning.

¢ High quality talk is typically well-structured and guided by teachers.

¢ Accountable talk is a useful framework to ensure talk is high quality, and emphasises how talk can
be subject specific.

 Teachers can support students by modelling high quality talk, for example including key
vocabulary and metacognitive reflection

Agree within an early lesson, with each class, rules for productive debate and also for discussing sensitive topics.
Socratic discussions: encourage students to apply critical thinking and also to develop the ability to explain
opinions and beliefs other than their own.

When applied to exam questions, focus on decoding the key prompts in the question and on being precise in the
use of technical terms not just in writing but during discussions. This level of precision is modelled by teachers
during the instructive phase.

Combine writing
instruction with
reading in every
subject

Combining reading activities and writing instruction is likely to improve students’ skills in both,
compared to a less balanced approach.

* Reading helps students gain knowledge, which leads to better writing, whilst writing can deepen
students’ understanding of ideas.

e Students should be taught to recognise features, aims and conventions of good writing within
each subject.

e Teaching spelling, grammar and punctuation explicitly can improve students’ writing, particularly
when focused on meaning

Discussions/debates are followed by a structured reading tasks, with key words written on the slide/whiteboard
for students to incorporate into their answers.

Ensure that students understand the importance of key prompts in questions and how to respond, for example
how to show “influence” or “importance”.

Brain dump: Getting students to bullet what they know as a foundation before reading, not just for assessment
Activities where students summarise a longer text from text book or presentation. Limits are given for maximum
length to ensure students do not copy word for word.

Focus on exam answers: how to construct answers from short sentences using certain key words which satisfy the
exam criteria in the most succinct way.

Break down
complex
writing tasks

Writing is challenging and students in every subject will benefit from explicit instruction in how to
improve.

e Teachers can break writing down into planning, monitoring and evaluation, and can support
students by modelling each step.

» Targeted support should be provided to students who struggle to write fluently, as this may affect
writing quality.

» Teachers can use a variety of approaches, including collaborative and paired writing, to motivate
students to write.

Read, Decode, Plan, Answer approach used in extended answer/essay questions

PEEREE structure used for longer answers to ensure that students provide arguments on both sides when
evaluating.

Point, Explanation structure used for shorter answers.

Sentence structures and model answers used to scaffold students’ responses. Support to be progressively removed
to encourage independence in preparation for exams.

Encourage students to paraphrase quotes from scripture, or if memorising to be able to identify the key phrase
from a longer quotation.

Joint planning (pairs, trios or whole class). Longer answers are planned out in bullet point form and then applied to
the PEEREE structure in the full answer.

Develop students’
ability to read
complex
academic texts

Training focused on teaching reading is likely to help secondary school teachers teach their subject
more effectively.

* To comprehend complex texts, students need to actively engage with what they are reading and
use their existing subject knowledge.

¢ Reading strategies, such as activating prior knowledge, prediction and guestioning can improve
students’ comprehension.

e Strategies can be introduced through modelling and group work, before support is gradually
removed to promote independence

Introduction of more primary source material (Bible, Qur’an etc) with students guided in how to read scripture and
how to extract the meaning.

Greater use of stories and parables to help students to remember key teachings and ideas.

Use of text alongside videos or story-telling by the teacher to aid internalisation.

Use of pre-learning (video or text) to introduce more challenging material so students can activate their prior
learning in lesson

Reference to relevant enrichment activity that students have experienced

Students generate their own questions about a text to ask teacher/other students

Provide targeted
vocabulary
instruction in every
subject

Teachers in every subject should provide explicit vocabulary instruction to help students access
and use academic language.

« Effective approaches, including those related to etymology and morphology, will help students
remember new words and make connections between words.

e Teachers and subject leaders should consider which words and phrases to teach as part of
curriculum planning

Include key terms for each topic on cycle sheets.

Provide students with a glossary of key terms at the start of each cycle.

Self-marking quizzes on Teams to test knowledge of key terms.

Access to Seneca and similar resources for students to practice their knowledge of key terms.

Dedicate time in lesson to explain vocabulary included already on cycle sheets and ways in which they are
applicable to lesson

Targeted questioning to embed knowledge of key terms and encourage students to apply known vocabulary in




different contexts.
Use of dual coding: activities where students draw images of words/concepts/stories.
Cloze activities where students have to demonstrate understanding of new words

Prioritise
‘disciplinary
literacy’ across the
curriculum

Literacy is key to learning across all subjects in secondary school and a strong predictor of outcomes
in later life.

e Disciplinary literacy is an approach to improving

literacy across the curriculum that emphasises the importance of subject specific support.

o All teachers should be supported to understand how to teach students to read, write and
communicate effectively in

their subjects.

e School leaders can help teachers by ensuring training related to literacy prioritises subject
specificity over general approaches.




