Cycle 1: Philosophy of Religion part 1

ANCIENT PHILOSOPHICAL INFLUENCES

Plato
e Understanding of reality
e The Forms
e Analogy of the cave

Aristotle
e Understanding of Reality
e The Forms
e The prime Mover

SOUL, MIND AND BODY

Plato & Aristotle
e Plato’s view of the soul
e Aristotle’s view of the soul

Metaphysics of consciousness
e Substance dualism
e  Materialism

ARGUMENTS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD — ARGUMENTS FROM OBSERVATION

Teleological argument
e Aquinas’ 5" way
e Paley

Cosmological argument
e Aquinas’ first 3 ways

Challenges to the arguments from observation
e Hume
e Evolution

Essay Title A01 A02 Total Grade
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30

Targets for next cycle




Cycle 2: Philosophy of Religion part 2

ARGUMENTS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD — ARGUMENTS FROM REASON

The Ontological Argument

e Anselm
e Guanilo
e Kant

e Descartes

RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

The nature of religious experience
e William James definition of religious experience
e  Mystical experience
e Conversion experiences
e Corporate religious experiences

Ways of understanding religious experience
e Union with a higher power
e Psychological explanation
e Physiological explanation

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL

Different versions of the problem of evil
e Logical problem of evil
e Evidential problem of evil

Responses to the problem of evil (Theodicies)
e Augustine’s theodicy
e The Irenaean theodicy
e Hick’s development of the Irenaean theodicy

Essay Title A01 A02 Total Grade
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30

Targets for next cycle




Cycle 3: Ethics — Normative ethical theories

NATURAL LAW

Aquinas’ Natural Law
e Telos
o The four tiers of the law
e The primary and secondary precepts
e The doctrine of double effect

SITUATION ETHICS

KANTIAN ETHICS

Essay Title A01 A02 Total Grade
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30

Targets for next cycle




Cycle 4: Applied Ethics

EUTHANASIA

Applying Natural law and Situation Ethics
e Sanctity of life
e Quality of life
e Personhood

Types of euthanasia
e \oluntary euthanasia
e Non-voluntary euthanasia
e Withdrawal of treatment

BUSINESS ETHICS

Applying Kantian Ethics and Utilitarianism
e Corporate Social Responsibility

Whistle-blowing

Globalisation

Is good ethics good business?

Essay Title A01 A02 Total Grade
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30

Targets for next cycle




Cycle 5: Developments in Christian Thought part 1

AUGUSTINE ON HUMAN NATURE

Human relationships before and after the fall
e State of perfection before the fall
e Lust and selfish desire after the fall

Original sin
e Human selfishness and lack of free will
e Corruption of human society

God’s Grace
e Summum bonum

DEATH AND THE AFTERLIFE

Christian teachings on the afterlife
e Heaven, hell and purgatory
e Election — limited, unlimited, universal

KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S EXISTENCE

Natural theology
e Innate sense of the divine
e Design and purpose in nature

Revealed theology
e Through God’s Grace
e Inthe person of Jesus Christ

Essay Title A01 A02 Total Grade
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30

Targets for next cycle




Cycle 6: Developments in Christian Thought part 2

THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST

Jesus as the Son of God
e Jesus’ knowledge of God
e Miracles
e Resurrection

Jesus as a teacher of wisdom
e Repentance and forgiveness
e Inner purity rather than ritual purity

Jesus as liberator
e Challenge to political authority
e Challenge to religious authority

CHRISTIAN MORAL PRINCIPLES

Sources of Christian ethics
e Bible only
e Bible, Church and Reason
e love (agape)

CHRISTIAN MORAL ACTION

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
e Duty to state and to God
e  Church as community
e Cost of discipleship

Essay Title A01 A02 Total Grade
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30
/15 /15 /30

Targets for next cycle




Cycle 1: Philosophy of Religion

THE NATURE AND ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

Attributes of God
e Omnipotence
e Omniscience
e Omnibenevolence

Eternity and Free Will
e Anselm
e Boethius
e Swinburne

RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE

Apophatic way
e Pseudo-Dionysius
e Moses Maimonides

Cataphatic way
e Aquinas

Symbols
e Tillich

RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE: TWENTIETH CENTURY PERSPECTIVES

Logical Positivism
e Ayer and verificationism

Wittgenstein
e Language Games

Falsification Symposium
e Flew, Hare, Mitchell

Essay Title A01 A02 Total Grade
/16 /24 /40
/16 /24 /40
/16 /24 /40

Targets for next cycle




Cycle 2: Ethics part 2

META-ETHICS
Interpretations of ethical language
e Naturalism
e Intuitionism
e Emotivism
CONSCIENCE
Aquinas

Ratio, synderesis and conscientia
Ignorance — vincible and invincible

Freud

Psychosexual development
Id, ego and super-ego

SEXUAL ETHICS

Issues in sexual ethics

Premarital and extra-marital sex
Homosexuality

Developments in religious beliefs

Traditional religious beliefs

Development over time
Impact of secularism

Application of normative theories

Natural Law
Situation ethics
Kantian ethics
Utilitarianism

Essay Title A01 A02 Total Grade
/16 /24 /40
/16 /24 /40
/16 /24 /40

Targets for next cycle




Cycle 3: Developments in Christian Thought

PLURALISM

Christian views on pluralism

e  Exclusivism

e Inclusivism

e  Pluralism
Pluralism and Society

e  Multi-culturalism

e Inter-faith dialogue

e Scriptural reasoning

GENDER

Gender and Society
o The roles of men and women
e Christian responses to secular views of these roles

Gender and Theology
e Rosemary Radford Ruether
e Mary Daly

SECULARISM

Challenge of secularism
e Godis anillusion: Freud and Dawkins
e Role of Christianity in public life

LIBERATION THEOLOGY AND MARX

Relationship between Marxism and Liberation Theology
e Marx’s teachings on alienation and exploitation
e (Capitalism and structural sin
e Preferential option for the poor

Essay Title A01 A02 Total Grade
/16 /24 /40
/16 /24 /40
/16 /24 /40

Targets for next cycle
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